
 

  

July 2022 
Well what a month June was. The Queen's Platinum Jubilee 'Party in the Park' and the 'After 

Party' were so well attended and it was lovely to see the Community having fun together 

again, especially after the past couple of years!  We hope everyone who came along really 

enjoyed themselves. Thanks to those who have given lovely, positive feedback. If you were 

unlucky enough to miss out on the 3rd June, we have goodies for the children which you 

should have received. If not please contact laverstokeclerk@gmail.com. 

 

Also in June, Hardy's and Watership Down Inn won prestigious awards. And we hope by the 

time that the newsletter is published that the Good Festival taking place at Bere Mill has 

raised lots of money for the Hampshire Medical Fund.  

 

The good weather we've experienced unfortunately brings its challenges with littering at the 

river and we would ask anyone with young people who use the area to ensure they always 

take their litter home and to encourage their friends from Whitchurch and Overton to do the 

same. On a happier note, wasn't the sunset at the summer solstice beautiful!  

 

mailto:laverstokeclerk@gmail.com


As we go to print, we'd like to remind all residents (and their visitors) that they should not 

park in the Bombay Sapphire staff car park in Laverstoke Lane. As Bombay Sapphire 

becomes busier during the summer more of their staff will use this car park especially for 

events. Thank you. 

   

You can find a link to the monthly Overton News&Views here, a few days after the start of the 

new month. It includes the Overton library opening times. 

  

 

Jubilee L&F style! 

Our Party in the Park kicked off with our 

Victoria Sandwich competition. We were 

overwhelmed by your competitiveness with 

a grand total of 17 cakes in the running 

(and eating!). The judges deliberated as 

more cakes were being added to the table! 

Congratulations to our L&F champion, Luce 

Crosthwaite, for an all round gorgeous 

cake. Thanks to Julian Sheffield and Jo 

Ayre for their judging skills. 

 

Our order for fine dry weather paid off and 

 

Garden Repair Shop win 

Hello everyone - Hardy's are so proud to 

announce a fantastic result at BBC 

Gardeners’ World Live in Birmingham last 

week. Our ‘Back to the Repair Shop’ display 

designed by Rosy Hardy achieved not just a 

platinum award BUT 'Best Display of 

Summer Plants 2022'. If the judges at 

Gardeners’ World Live class up as the best 

of the best, well that can’t be bad!  

 

We are now getting ready for RHS 

Hampton Court Palace garden festival 

http://overtonparishcouncil.gov.uk/parish-council/overton-news-views/


the sun shone as the tea tent started 

serving. The Men's Shed had a stall 

showing off their wares and they made our 

12 hobby horses which we used to great 

effect in the races. These kicked off with the 

Queen Elizabeth Wardrobe Stakes which 

involved dressing up like HRH, skipping and 

hopping. This was followed by Born with a 

Silver Spoon race - but the eggs took a 

battering and only went 2 or 3 rounds! 

 

The Royal L&F Gold Cup involved lots of 

jumps and some flat racing and was a hoot. 

Our Crown Dependency Isle of Man TTT 3-

legged race saw some wild action and 

impressive motorbike noises. The games 

finished with the Ralph Lauren Mint Cup 

Polo where teams of children and then 

adults pitted against one another on their 

wooden steeds. It definitely was amusing to 

watch and hopefully fun to play. Although 

the best spectacle of grimaces was surely 

in the tug of war! 

which is taking place 4 – 9 July 2022. For 

more information and buying tickets go to 

rhs.org.uk 

 

Trashing at river  

With the hot weather we get an influx of 

visitors to the river at Freefolk. Sadly many 

are leaving litter not just by the banks but in 

the horse fields close by. So this is a hazard 

not just to those of us who come to enjoy a 

quiet walk in one of the rare River Test 

public access spots but the horses too - as 

well as the disturbance to our precious 

chalk stream environment.   

 

Of course, it is also an absolute eyesore. 

This is all the more irksome as it's in a 

beautiful conservation area. There are 

inflatable plastic rings being left along with 

drink cans, underwear, takeaway boxes.... If 

we don't stop this issue we shall lose this 

precious access. Thanks to our residents 

who regularly pick up and take home our 

visitors' detritus. 

 

Most concerning though has been the 

tampering of the sluices a couple of weeks 

back. Both were let down by vandals, 

https://www.rhs.org.uk/


 

At 6pm we wrapped up the tea and 

adventures on the Millennium Green field 

and moved over to LRH where the BBQs 

were lit. 

 

The Millennium Green team set up their bar 

in the hall and the DJ started his set. The 

dance floor hotted up as the sun when 

down and we were cutting some fine 

shapes on the dance floor right through to 

the closing rendition of the National 

Anthem. 

 

Thank you to all who helped pull the 

wonderful day together and... the cake 

causing the water to back up, blocking 

access for the river fauna and posing 

danger to those messing about. They have 

now been secured by the river keeper and 

must not be touched. 

 

So a plea, if your young people use the 

river area, with or without friends from the 

neighbouring villages, please can you 

ensure they bring home all their rubbish, 

don't touch the sluices and please don't let 

them use inflatables. Thank you. 

 

Marking 60 years 

Overton Black Arrows are 60 years old this 

year and to celebrate we have a couple of 

events lined up. On 26 June we are running 

a fun shoot for members followed by a BBQ 



makers, the tea makers, the decorators, the 

Men's Shedders, the gazebo putter uppers, 

the race judges & helpers, the bbqers, the 

bar mixologists, the cake competition 

judges, the sandwich providers, those who 

danced their socks off and everyone who 

came and participated. 

 

And a special thanks to Bombay Sapphire 

and Bordeaux Index for aiding the 

Millennium Green fundraising bar. We were 

also lucky enough to be in receipt of  a 

National Lottery 'Awards for All' grant so a 

big thanks also to everyone who plays the 

National Lottery. 

 

Best Boutique Stay at 
Watership  

There was some stiff competition, but we've 

won the Best Boutique Stay in Hampshire 

and the Isle of Wight 2022. We only 

launched our beautiful rooms in 2019 and 

then COVID-19 hit, so we are really proud 

that you have voted for us! 

and in July we host the Hampshire and 

Southern Counties Field Competition at our 

field site in Kingsclere. Our “Start Archery” 

event in May was a great success with 30 

new archers coming along to Laverstoke to 

“have a go” at Archery. This means we will 

run another beginners course in 

September. We are seeing more events 

and competitions coming back after the 

pandemic and its good to see one of our 

own members, Richard Buckner, continue 

to shoot for the county. 

 

If you are interested in the sport or would 

like to know more about what we offer 

please have a look 

at overtonblackarrows.org  

 

Trim back overhanging 
vegetation 

Whilst passing a couple of days back, I 

noticed Bombay Sapphire were strimming 

back the vegetation from along their 

railings. This prompted me to remind 

everyone to cut back any vegetation on 

your boundaries and fences that might be 

encroaching on the pavement or impacting 

line of sight for cars. Please check for signs 

of wildlife first! 

http://www.overtonblackarrows.org/


Thank you and best wishes 

The Watership Down Inn Team 

 

Strawberries & tennis 

With the grass season and Wimbledon 

underway, come visit the club and enjoy 

some tennis.  We have lots of exciting 

events planned, kicking off with our 

Strawberry Saturday. 

 

Strawberry Saturday Open Event, 2 July, 

2-4pm We may not have grass tennis, but 

we will have plenty of strawberries at our 

event taking place on the middle weekend 

of Wimbledon. This is an open event, 

available to all standards, members and 

non-members. Even if you don’t fancy a 

game, pop down and enjoy some 

strawberries with us. We’re looking forward 

to seeing lots of people, with families and 

juniors are very welcome too.  

 

Other Dates for the Diary 

•    1 October – Club Tournament and BBQ 

•    16 October – Walk and Pub Lunch 

These other events are open to members, 

so there is no better time to join us either as 

a playing or a social member. 

 

 

Platinum Jubilee mugs 
and goodies 

For the Queen's Jubilee the Parish Council 

organised a memorabilia goody bag for 

each of the U16s resident in the villages. 

Over 80% of the packs have been given out 

now - either at the Jubilee party or as we 

have seen people around and about. 

However, we are keen to ensure that all the 

children have their gift so if your little ones 

haven't had theirs yet please can you email 

laverstokeclerk@gmail.com to arrange 

collection. Thanks to the National Lottery for 

providing the funding for them. 

 

Raising the roof at St 
Mary's 

We have some essential but expensive 

repairs to do to our parish church roof. On 

Saturday 9 July from 2.30 - 5 pm, we are 

holding an Open Garden Fund-raising event 

mailto:laverstokeclerk@gmail.com


Membership 

Membership has been discounted for a third 

year. Adults are £68 until 31 March 2022. 

Membership forms can be found 

at whitchurchtennisclub.org.uk 

With the summer holidays fast approaching, 

we also wanted to remind anyone in full 

time education that they can join the club 

for just £10. So, if you are looking to keep 

children/grandchildren/students returning 

home for the holidays active, do let them 

know about this or sign them up. Members 

also get discounts on coaching courses and 

holiday camps. 

 

Please be aware though, that to play 

unsupervised, players must be age 13 or 

older. Younger children will need to have an 

adult with them. 

 

Holiday Camps 

Our summer tennis camps are now 

available to book at clubspark. Running from 

the 1-12 August in the mornings, these are 

a great opportunity to try tennis, meet up 

with friends and have lots of fun. Groups 

are split by ages 4-8 and 9-15 years. 

Discounts are available for members or 

booking the whole week. 

 

Coaching 

Juniors - after school Thurs, Saturday 

mornings.  For details and how to book, 

please go to: 

WhitchurchTennisCoaching/Coaching/Junior  

 

Adults - Saturday mornings for both 

at Spring Pond, courtesy of Julian and 

Carolyn Sheffield. If you haven’t seen these 

stunning gardens before, now is your 

chance! Entry will be £10 which includes 

tea and cake. All proceeds will go towards 

the roof fund. Please do support us. 

 

In July Charlie Seligman is being ordained 

as Deacon after several years of hard 

study. Huge congratulations Charlie! We 

wish you all the very best for the future. 

 

Brenda Bond, Churchwarden. 

 

Thank you to... 

Our Jubilee organisers who worked 

alongside our clerk to create a truly 

memorable day - Bethan Seward-Case, 

Vicki Edwards, Jackie Quirk, Jenny Ellis, 

Brenda Bond, Luby Hough and the 

volunteers they recruited. 

Chris Brown - for creating the Jubilee 

Laverstoke logo for our children's mugs 

Richard Spooner - continuing to cut the 

grass on the road side of LRH. It always 

looks so neat and tidy. 

Richard Francis - for regularly (sadly) 

fishing out and disposing of all the 

https://www.whitchurchtennisclub.org.uk/
https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/WhitchurchTennisCoaching/Coaching/Camps
https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/WhitchurchTennisCoaching/Coaching/Junior


members and non-members. 

Intermediates - Friday evening for members 

only.  For more info and how to book, go to  

WhitchurchTennisCoaching/Coaching/Adult 

 

Regular Mix ins - Saturday afternoon from 

3pm. Club evenings with arranged games - 

Tuesday and Thursdays. 

After the success of the club's fun leagues 

last summer, we are running them again. 

The leagues give members a chance for 

informal competition as well as meeting 

players you may not normally play with. 

 

Latest Team Results 

Our Mixed A team got off to a cracking start 

with an 8-0 win at Odiham. We also have 3 

ladies’ teams, a Mixed B team and a men’s 

team in the Basingstoke leagues. There are 

lots of competitive playing opportunities if 

you prefer this to social tennis. 

For more information about the club and 

membership forms, please visit 

www.whitchurchtennisclub.org.uk, follow us 

on Facebook #WhitchurchTennisClub or 

contact Wendy Helsby – 

secretary@whitchurchtennisclub.org.uk  

 

Hope to see you on court soon. 

  

inflatables littering the river 

Everyone else - who clears litter from the 

river bank as they pass through.. 

Gill Baker - for Spring pruning (yes this is 

overdue) and tidying the front garden of 

LRH 

 

Please let Nicky know if there is anyone 

else we should be thanking! 

 

https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/WhitchurchTennisCoaching/Coaching/Adult
http://www.whitchurchtennisclub.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100057094464095
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PC Meetings 
Note the PC meeting has 

moved to 1st Tues of 

month. Next meeting 

dates -: 

 

5 July 

6 Sep 

4 Oct 

1 Nov 

 

Laverstoke and Freefolk 

PC meetings take place 

 

L&F Contacts 
L&Freefolk Facebook  

laverstokeandfreefolk.org.uk 

Newsletter:  

laverstokeclerk@gmail.com 
Lady Rose Hall: 

www.ladyrosehall.co.uk 

  

Bombay Sapphire Resident's 

Help Line: 01256 890078 

(& to alert BS you are collecting 

Defibrillator). 

 

Our neighbouring web-sites: 

The Official Whitchurch web site 

The Original Whitchurch web site 

 

Parish Council: 
Clerk - Nicky Nicklin (07725 368012) 

or 
laverstokeclerk@gmail.com 
 
Parish 
Councillors: 

David Ellis, Chairman 

Jo Probut, Deputy Chairman 

James Bretel 

Andrew White 

Diccon Harvey 

Julia Chedgey 

Jayne Hudson 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/128113000596294/
http://www.laverstokeandfreefolk.org.uk/
mailto:laverstokeclerk@gmail.com
http://www.ladyrosehall.co.uk/
http://laverstokeandfreefolk.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5a0892f2a31c40d24107d5617&id=664ece71e1&e=c5df0c4ed7
http://laverstokeandfreefolk.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5a0892f2a31c40d24107d5617&id=3a3823d288&e=c5df0c4ed7
mailto:laverstokeclerk@gmail.com


in Lady Rose Hall 

starting at 7.30pm with 

up to 15 mins public 

time. Anyone is welcome 

to attend to ask 

questions, make 

suggestions or air views 

on local issues during 

the public time. Time will 

be split equally between 

the number of people 

wishing to speak. After 

public time parishioners 

are unable to interrupt 

the Council meeting. 

Note: no meeting is 

held in August. 
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Our mailing address is: 

Laverstoke and Freefolk Parish 

Council Newsletter 

Lady Rose Hall 

Laverstoke Lane 

Whitchurch 

RG28 7NY 

Overton Parish Council web site 

Our Local Sports Clubs: 

Whitchurch Tennis Club 

Overton Black Arrows Archery Club 

Overton Rugby Club 

Our church: 

St Marys Laverstoke 

Our Local Day Care Centre: 

Kingfisher Day Care Centre for 

Elderly or 

kingfisherdaycentre@gmail.com 

Millennium Green: 

landfreefolkmillenniumgreen 

 

To Report problems with: 

roads, footpaths & verge 

Hantsweb 

trees on roads: 

0300 555 1388 

water: 

Southern Water 

 

To email 

Cllrs:laverstokeclerk@gmail.com  

 

Borough 

Councillors: 

 

Colin Phillimore 771127 

(cllr.colin.phillimore@basingstoke.gov.uk) 

Chloe Ashfield 

Stephen Williams 

 

County 

Councillor: 

Juliet Henderson  

(juliet.henderson@hants.gov.uk) 

 

L&F Calling Tree 
Contacts 

   

 

 
 

http://www.overtonparishcouncil.gov.uk/
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http://www.overtonblackarrows.org/
http://laverstokeandfreefolk.us5.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=5a0892f2a31c40d24107d5617&id=0de652f337&e=c5df0c4ed7
https://stmaryslaverstoke.org.uk/
http://www.kingfisherdaycentre.org/community/the-kingfisher-day-centre-12842/about-us
http://www.kingfisherdaycentre.org/community/the-kingfisher-day-centre-12842/about-us
mailto:kingfisherdaycentre@gmail.com
http://laverstokeandfreefolkmillenniumgreen.org.uk/
https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/roadmaintenance/roadproblems
https://www.southernwater.co.uk/help-advice/works-or-issues-in-my-area?postcode=RG28%207NY&fbclid=IwAR0WGZHF1e6BXW8QLhSDDWwvRND1FtKmrzEQpOqg2pPyEzIZGv0-PRWdphE
mailto:laverstokeclerk@gmail.com
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mailto:juliet.henderson@hants.gov.uk

