
  

June 2022 
We're counting down the hours till our Laverstoke and Freefolk Platinum Jubilee festivities 

begin. Get ready, set and go for 2.30pm on Friday! We've included a reminder of our fun-

filled afternoon and evening schedule below. 

 

Also coming up this week is Bere Mill's garden opening and at the end of the month is the 

Good Festival that was previously called the Hampshire Country & Garden Festival. This 

raises funds for the very worthwhile Hampshire Medical fund. Our sports clubs are active in 

June with the archers celebrating their 60th anniversary this year! In the May PC meeting we 

had a special request to remind everyone of the changes made to the Highway Code this 

year. So for all this and more read on! 

   

You can find a link to the monthly Overton News&Views here, a few days after the start of the 

new month. It includes the Overton library opening times. 

  

https://laverstokeandfreefolk.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5a0892f2a31c40d24107d5617&id=f027bf4bdc&e=10cf2d489e


 
. 

Well we've put in our order for fine weather 

and can't wait to see you on Friday! Don't 

forget to bring.... 

   

 

 

Bere Mill National Garden 
Scheme 

Bere Mill have their next garden opening as 

part of the National Garden Scheme on 

Thursday June 2nd from 13:00 - 17:00. You 

can book tickets ahead if you wish on the 

NGS website. It is £7.50 for adults and 

children are free. For those who haven't 

visited this lovely garden on the banks of 

the Upper Test, there are water meadows 

and wooded valleys, herbaceous borders, 

bog and Mediterranean plants, as well as a 

replanted orchard and two small 

arboretums. Features inc early bulbs, 

species tulips, Japanese prunus, peonies, 

wisteria, irises, roses, and semi-tropical 

planting. 

During this Jubilee week the butchery is 

open on Weds & Thurs 10:00 -17:00, 

closed Friday and back open Saturday 10-

14:00.  

https://laverstokeandfreefolk.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5a0892f2a31c40d24107d5617&id=2ed02a835b&e=10cf2d489e


 

We are delighted that we have received a 

fantastic Awards for All grant from the 

National Lottery. This will help support our 

event on the 3rd June and also enable us to 

do some longer term activities to celebrate 

the Queen's Platinum Jubilee. Thank you to 

everyone who plays the National Lottery. 

 

Also a polite request - we don't think dogs 

and hot drinks/trestle tables and children 

(and adults!) running around are a good 

combination so please leave your pets 

safely at home. Many thanks! 

 

Hardy's Red, White & 
Blue! 

Hello everyone! Hopefully we’ll all have 

some time out in the garden during the 

Jubilee weekend and there’s no better way 

to celebrate the Platinum Jubilee than with 

some red, white and blue plants in your 

gardens such as: 

Red - Astrantia ‘Burgundy Manor’, Potentilla 

thurberi ‘Monarch’s Velvet’ 

White - Allium stipitatum ‘Mount Everest’, 

Erigeron karvinskianus (Profusion) 

Blue - Geranium ‘Brookside’, Iris ‘Jane 

Phillips’ 

Or, honour the Queen and go for a plant 

named after her majesty herself, 

 

Online Table Booking 
Live  

We have officially launch online table 

booking, making it really easy to book the 

table that you want.  

We plan to open all day for drinks over the 

Platinum Jubilee (2nd/3rd June), fingers 

crossed for sunshine. All our opening times 

are on our website and any updates will be 

announced via our social media 

channels, so don’t forget to follow us on 

Facebook or Instagram 

Best Wishes 

The Watership Down Inn Team 

 

Good Festival 25 & 26 
June 

https://laverstokeandfreefolk.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5a0892f2a31c40d24107d5617&id=bce28e6a7f&e=10cf2d489e
https://laverstokeandfreefolk.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5a0892f2a31c40d24107d5617&id=bce28e6a7f&e=10cf2d489e
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Campanula takesimana ‘Elizabeth II’ 

 

We will be open over the whole of the 

weekend including Thurs 2nd and Fri 3rd 

June and will be pleased to see you if you 

wish to pop in.  Alternatively, you can order 

plants online as a click and collect order on 

our website www.hardysplants.co.uk where 

you will also see our opening times.   

 

Millennium Green Fence 
Repairs 

The Millennium Green is repairing the 

fences around the playground, the small 

layby on Laverstoke Lane and the low 

barriers in the beech hedge car park. The 

work takes place on the 20th to 23rd June. 

Please don't park too close to the fences on 

those days to give the contractors space to 

carry out the repairs. Thank you. 

 

A reminder that the Good Festival 

(formerly Hampshire Country & Garden 

Festival) is returning once again to the 

beautiful gardens of Bere Mill on the River 

Test in Whitchurch, on the 25th and 26th 

June 2022. In aid of The Hampshire 

Medical Fund - who purchase pioneering 

medical equipment for Basingstoke, 

Andover and Winchester NHS hospitals that 

is not covered by NHS budgets - the aim 

is to raise £200,000 for a state-of-the-art 

machine for interventional radiology, 

enabling tumour ablations in patients with 

lung, liver & kidney cancers. On Saturday 

evening there's a supper and auction and 

on Sunday an all-day family festival. This 

family friendly event celebrates good living 

– with delicious food, exciting attractions, 

stalls, displays, talks and a delightful dog 

show.  

Tickets are on sale at goodfestival. (You can 

also donate to this wonderful cause now by 

texting HMFGF10 (£10) OR HMFGF20 

(£20) TO 70450) on cancer treatment in our 

local NHS hospitals. 

 

Archery 60th Anniversary 
Celebrations 

https://laverstokeandfreefolk.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5a0892f2a31c40d24107d5617&id=09e8550c23&e=10cf2d489e
https://laverstokeandfreefolk.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5a0892f2a31c40d24107d5617&id=1a3aa58bdd&e=10cf2d489e


New Highway Code! 

Did you know that the Highway code 

was amended in January? Rules for all 

types of road users have been updated to 

improve the safety of people walking, 

cycling and riding horses We had a request 

at the last PC meeting to help spread the 

word so here we have picked out some of 

the points from the 8 main changes:  

1. Hierarchy of road users - road 

users most at risk in the event of a 

collision are at the top of the 

hierarchy but everyone 

must behave responsibly. Drivers in 

vehicles that can cause greatest 

potential collision harm bear the 

greatest responsibility to take care 

and reduce the danger they pose to 

others - especially large goods and 

passenger vehicles, 

vans/minibuses, cars/taxis and 

motorcycles. Cyclists, horse riders 

and drivers of horse drawn vehicles 

likewise have a responsibility to 

reduce danger to pedestrians. At a 

junction you should give way to 

pedestrians crossing or waiting to 

cross a road into which or from 

which you are turning. 

2. People crossing at junctions 

when people are crossing or waiting 

to cross at a junction, other traffic 

should give way. Drivers, 

motorcyclists & cyclists must give 

way to people on a zebra crossing 

Our Chairman Steve Allam took part in the 

All British 3D Championships in Wales and 

won the recurve bow event! Richard 

Buckner was part of the Hampshire Archery 

team which beat Sussex at a recent event. 

He also came overall second at the 3D 

Champs - so well done gents. It's also the 

month of the Archery GB “Start Archery” 

events and we hosted a “have a Go” 

session on 22nd May. It was great to see a 

lot of interest in the sport with 30 people 

having a go for the first time. June is looking 

like a busy month for us with the beginning 

of our 60th anniversary celebrations. We 

are running a club competition on the 26th 

June and hope to raise more fund for our 

2022 charity, Time to Talk. If you are 

interested in Archery please have a look at 

overtonblackarrows.org or message the club 

for more details. 

 

Strawberry Tennis Time 

As we move into summer and the grass 

season, you may have thought about 

picking up your racket and playing again. 

Saturday afternoons are a great way to 

come and have a hit and try out the club.   

 

https://laverstokeandfreefolk.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5a0892f2a31c40d24107d5617&id=233f726f65&e=10cf2d489e


and people walking/cycling on a 

parallel crossing  

3. Walking cycling or riding in 

shared spaces  

cyclists, horse riders (& horse-

drawn vehicle drivers) should 

respect the safety of people walking 

in shared spaces, but people 

walking should also take care not to 

obstruct or endanger them. Cyclists 

are not to pass walkers, horse 

riders or horse-drawn vehicles 

closely or at high speed, particularly 

from behind. Cyclists are not to 

pass on a horses left side. 

4. Positioning in road when cycling 

cyclists to ride in the centre of their 

lane on quiet roads, in slower-

moving traffic and at the approach 

to junctions or road narrowings and 

keep at least 0.5 metres away from 

the kerb edge (and further where it 

is safer) when riding on busy roads 

with vehicles moving faster than 

them. Cyclists in groups should be 

considerate of other road users, 

they can ride 2 abreast 

5. Overtaking when driving or 

cycling 

you may cross a double-white 

line (provided the road is clear) to 

overtake cyclists or horse riders 

going 10 mph or less. Drivers to 

leave at least 1.5m when passing 

cyclists doing less than 30mph 

(more if speedy cyclist) and at least 

2m for passing walkers in road and 

Strawberry Saturday Open Event – Sat 

2nd July 

We may not have grass tennis, but we will 

have plenty of strawberries at our 

Strawberry Saturday event taking place on 

2nd July. This is an open event, available to 

all standards, members and non-members. 

We’re looking forward to seeing lots of 

people, with families and juniors welcome 

too. 

 

Holiday Camps 

Our summer tennis camps are now 

available to book on our coaching website. 

Running from the 1st – 12th Aug in the 

mornings, these are a great opportunity to 

try tennis, meet up with friends and have 

lots of fun. Discounts available for 

members. 

 

Coaching 

Regular junior coaching takes place on 

Thurs after school and Sat mornings. For 

more details on all junior coaching and how 

to book on, please go to: 

WhitchurchTennisCoaching/Coaching/Junior  

For adults, the Rusty Raquet (Tennis 

Xpress) course is great for new starters or if 

you are getting back into tennis after a 

break and also runs Saturday mornings for 

both members and non-members. We have 

an intermediate course for members 

running on a Friday evening. For more 

information and to book, go to 

WhitchurchTennisCoaching/Coaching/Adult . 

 

Regular Mix Ins 

https://laverstokeandfreefolk.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5a0892f2a31c40d24107d5617&id=45e33d3982&e=10cf2d489e
https://laverstokeandfreefolk.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5a0892f2a31c40d24107d5617&id=92327ac7cd&e=10cf2d489e
https://laverstokeandfreefolk.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5a0892f2a31c40d24107d5617&id=3a4b81ca09&e=10cf2d489e


riders. Cyclists may pass slower-

moving or stationary traffic on their 

right or left. 

6. People cycling at junctions 

cyclists turning into or out of a side 

road should give way to people 

walking who are crossing or waiting 

to cross. Cyclists should proceed as 

if they were driving a vehicle where 

there are no cycle 

facilities, including positioning 

themselves in the centre of their 

chosen lane, where they feel able to 

do this safely. Cyclists have priority 

when going straight ahead at 

junctions - they have priority over 

traffic waiting to turn into or out of a 

side road, unless road signs or 

markings indicate otherwise. 

7. Cycling & riding on roundabouts 

drivers should give priority to 

cyclists on roundabouts. 

They should not attempt to overtake 

cyclists within that person’s lane 

and they should allow cyclists to 

move across their path as they 

travel around the roundabout 

8. Leaving vehicles 

where drivers or passengers are 

able they should open the door 

using their opposite hand to the side 

of the door they are opening i.e. 

use left hand to open door on their 

right-hand side. This will make them 

turn their head to look over their 

shoulder behind them for 

We’re a friendly club with a good mix of 

standards from beginners to league players. 

New members are always welcome. Come 

along on to our mix-in on a Sat afternoon 

from 3pm to meet members and hit a few 

balls. Tues and Thurs evenings are Club 

evenings with arranged games. 

For more information about the club and 

membership forms, please visit 

www.whitchurchtennisclub.org.uk , follow us 

on Facebook #WhitchurchTennisClub or 

contact us via Wendy Helsby, Secretary – 

secretary@whitchurchtennisclub.org.uk  

Hope to see you on court soon. 

 

Hospital Waiting Times 
Survey 

Do you live in Hampshire? Are you or 

your loved ones waiting for hospital 

treatment?  

Healthwatch Hampshire are asking the 

public to share their experience and views 

of waiting for hospital treatment.  

Many people have had their hospital 

treatment delayed by the pandemic – are 

https://laverstokeandfreefolk.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5a0892f2a31c40d24107d5617&id=91bdf52bad&e=10cf2d489e
https://laverstokeandfreefolk.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5a0892f2a31c40d24107d5617&id=cee974ecc3&e=10cf2d489e
mailto:secretary@whitchurchtennisclub.org.uk


passing cyclists, motorcyclists and 

walkers on the pavement. 

For full details please don't rely on our post 

here, do look yourself at the GOV.UK site  

 

you one of them? We want to know if you’re 

getting the advice and information you need 

while you wait. We also want to know if you 

would consider treatment at an alternative 

hospital in Winchester if it was available. 

It’s vital that NHS decision makers hear 

your experience so that your views can 

inform work being undertaken by the NHS 

to reduce waiting times for planned hospital 

treatment. Whether it’s gynecological 

surgery, a knee replacement or a biopsy 

you’re waiting for, if you’ve got a story to 

tell, we’re here to listen.  

We will be anonymously sharing your 

feedback with NHS decision makers to help 

them understand what needs to be put in 

place to better support people waiting for 

treatment like you. So, whether your 

experience is good or could be improved – 

we want to hear it.   

Fill out the survey here: Hospital Waiting 

Times Survey 

The deadline for this survey is 30th June 

2022. If you need the survey in another 

format or would like to discuss anything, call 

01962 440262 or email 

enquiries@healthwatchhampshire.co.uk 

  

 

   

PC Meetings 

 

L&F Contacts 
 

Parish Council: 
Clerk - Nicky Nicklin (07725 368012) 

https://laverstokeandfreefolk.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5a0892f2a31c40d24107d5617&id=48a2abc67a&e=10cf2d489e
https://laverstokeandfreefolk.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5a0892f2a31c40d24107d5617&id=1152a9cbf4&e=10cf2d489e
https://laverstokeandfreefolk.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5a0892f2a31c40d24107d5617&id=1152a9cbf4&e=10cf2d489e
mailto:enquiries@healthwatchhampshire.co.uk


Note the PC meeting has 

moved to 1st Tues of 

month. Next meeting 

dates -: 

 

7 June 

5 July 

6 Sep 

4 Oct 

 

Laverstoke and Freefolk 

PC meetings take place 

in Lady Rose Hall 

starting at 7.30pm with 

up to 15 mins public 

time. Anyone is welcome 

to attend to ask 

questions, make 

suggestions or air views 

on local issues during 

the public time. Time will 

be split equally between 

the number of people 

wishing to speak. After 

public time parishioners 

are unable to interrupt 

the Council meeting. 

Note: no meeting is 

held in August. 

 

L&Freefolk Facebook  

laverstokeandfreefolk.org.uk 

Newsletter:  

laverstokeclerk@gmail.com 
Lady Rose Hall: 

www.ladyrosehall.co.uk 

  

Bombay Sapphire Resident's 

Help Line: 01256 890078 

(& to alert BS you are collecting 

Defibrillator). 

 

Our neighbouring web-sites: 

The Official Whitchurch web site 

The Original Whitchurch web site 

Overton Parish Council web site 

Our Local Sports Clubs: 

Whitchurch Tennis Club 

Overton Black Arrows Archery Club 

Overton Rugby Club 

Our church: 

St Marys Laverstoke 

Our Local Day Care Centre: 

Kingfisher Day Care Centre for 

Elderly or 

kingfisherdaycentre@gmail.com 

Millennium Green: 

landfreefolkmillenniumgreen 

 

To Report problems with: 

roads, footpaths & verge 

Hantsweb 

trees on roads: 

0300 555 1388 

water: 

Southern Water 

 

or 
laverstokeclerk@gmail.com 
 
Parish 
Councillors: 

David Ellis, Chairman 

Jo Probut, Deputy Chairman 

James Bretel 

Andrew White 

Diccon Harvey 

Julia Chedgey 

Jayne Hudson 

To email 

Cllrs:laverstokeclerk@gmail.com  

 

Borough 

Councillors: 

 

Colin Phillimore 771127 

(cllr.colin.phillimore@basingstoke.gov.uk) 

Chloe Ashfield 

Stephen Williams 

 

County 

Councillor: 

Juliet Henderson  

(juliet.henderson@hants.gov.uk) 
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L&F Calling Tree 
Contacts 
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