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1. Apologies for Absence: James Bretel, Diccon Harvey, Julia Chedgey 

In attendance: David Ellis, Jo Probut, Andrew White, Jayne Hudson 
2. Minutes of the last Parish Assembly 4 May 2021 – signed by David 
3. County Councillor’s Report 2022 
Juliet Henderson, our County Councillor since May 2021, has a background in finance and 
teaching. Her passion is keeping the rural community true to the environment and 
preservation of the integrity of our villages. 
She is focussed on improving education standards and the economy in Hampshire such that 
it creates good jobs for our young people. She is on a number of advisory panels that shape 
policies for the County Council. She also sits on external committees such as the hospital 
board, the North Wessex Downs AONB and she chairs 2 anaerobic digester committees.  
 
Over the year she has picked up lots of roads and finance issues. Adult social care costs in 
particular have been pushed up by the pandemic and increasing lifespan. Many costs have 
had to be cut. Regarding roads, L&F has made its speed issues known. County Councillors 
have got behind 20 is Plenty as they want people to be more active e.g. parents walking with 
prams or cyclists need to feel safe doing so. 
 
Donna Jones, the Hants Police commissioner was also elected in May 21. Juliet  
acknowledged presence of our PCSO Andy and explained that visible policing was one of the 
key priorities that has been identified. 600 new police are to be recruited from the Spring. 
Rural crime is high on the commissioner and chief constable’s agenda. Donna has suggested 
that part of the fines from speeding cameras goes back to councils for road repairs rather 
than the Home Office. There are various evidence collecting apps now available e.g. fly 
tipping and speeding. Action: Nicky to follow up with Juliet We should send in evidence from 
our Speed Indicator Device and any records of accidents Action: Andrew to send in.  B&D is 
the 3rd largest area for ‘county lines’ in Hants with middle class demand fuelling the use of 
recreational drugs and we’re a relatively wealthy county. The Willow team {HCC team 
striving to improve the lives of children at Missing, Exploitation & Trafficking risk} are 
actively helping the children being recruited  
 
Juliet has an annual £8k grant budget that is opening to local communities on 9th May. Last 
year Overton walking group (footpath training), Overton cricket pavilion, Oakley and other 
villages received funding. 
 
Homes for Ukraine has seen an amazing response in Hants with 800 families having offered 
homes. 
 
4. Police Report 
Andy Jones, PCSO explained Laverstoke is part of the Rural South which comprises of 49 
Parishes approximately 190sq kilometres in area. 
PCs Ross Holdsworth, Beth Viney, Rachel Marshall as well as Andy himself, are the points of 
contact for this area. 
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Dangerous driving x 2 On Laverstoke Lane. A report received suggesting a vehicle in 
question was driving in excess of 85 mph almost caused a collision with another vehicle. No 
information received as to the other report of the vehicle driving dangerously. 
Insufficient evidence for Police to progress. 
ASB community x 1.  
Police received a report in relation to a male that was sitting on a gate near the river close to 
St Nicholas Church. 
Criminal Damage x 2 
Both of which have occurred as a result of Hare Coursing. 
Hare Coursing x 5 
Public Order x 2 
A member of public turned up at an address ref. a historical dispute and displayed behaviour 
which caused Harassment, Alarm and Distress to an aggrieved party. No further action taken 
by Police. 
An aggrieved party reporting that they were being followed by another motorist and lights 
being flashed continuously from behind. Driver pulled into nearby car park thinking 
something was wrong with the car. Driver from the other car allegedly shouted and gave 
abuse to the reporting party who did not leave the safety of their car. Situation was calmed 
down in the end and all parties went on their way. 
Suspicion Person x 2  
A report from a resident that they were overseas and noticed remotely on their security 
system a male that appeared to be deliberately activating their security lighting in the early 
hours of the morning. 
Vehicle seen driving around a privately owned field at speed in the middle of the afternoon 
Suspicious Vehicle 
Related to potential Hare Coursing activities in a nearby field.  
Theft  
A cement mixer has been stolen from a business address which happened overnight 
between the 6th & 7th July 2021. 
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Theft from vehicle x 2 
Between the 13th & 14th Feb 2022 2 vehicles have been broken into causing damage as a 
result. Suspect identified and is currently on the run from the Police. 
Theft of vehicle 
3 males cornered by a farm employee driving on a quad bike. Reporting party suspect the 
bike to be stolen as it is running without a key in the ignition. One male arrested. 
 
Two Basingstoke men who had a "persistent disregard for the law" have been handed a 
prison sentence after fly-tipping household waste across Basingstoke. 
Lee Wainwright, of Schubert Road, was sentenced to 10 months at Winchester Crown Court 
today (April 5) for six counts of fly-tipping between November 2019 and March 2020. 
Meanwhile James Christopher, of Pear Tree Way, was sentenced to nine months in prison at 
the same court for ten counts of fly-tipping across the borough between February 2019 and 
July 2020. 
 
It was raised that there is some unacceptable youth cannabis smoking in Overton and 
probably elsewhere. This could be linked to the bus stop vandalism. With thousands more 
houses being built and despite more police and 2 new PCSOs covering Tadley Rural South it 
was commented there’ll never be enough police. Efficient reporting of crimes is going to be 
important and the central number is 101. Also writing to the District Commander was 
suggested and reporting a crime to Hants. Constabulary on 

https://www.hampshire.police.uk/ro/report/ocr/af/how-to-report-a-crime/ 
A resident mentioned the new Highway Code rules that residents might be unaware of e.g.  
Pedestrians right to cross a road Action: Include in newsletter.  
 
5. Borough Councillor report 
Cllr Colin Phillimore updated us on B&D activity over the past year as follows: This second 
covid pandemic year affected all of us and as with PC meetings, resulted in zoom use until 
the latter half of the year. Businesses and charities were supported by rates relief and 
support grants cascaded down by national government, in some cases when they didn’t 
even pay rates. I believe Lady Rose Hall benefitted from this support and latterly a small 
refund of council tax to residents to counter a massive cost of living crisis. As an opposition 
Councillor, it is my role to hold the administration to account and this I will continue to do. 
Housing is the most emotive issue Councillors have to deal with. Developers are riding 
roughshod over the needs and wishes of our communities. Speculative planning applications 
are rife across our borough, with developers taking advantage of the borough’s woeful lack 
of a 5-year land supply, due mainly to over 20 years of intransigence by both Borough and 
County Councils in still not managing to lay one brick on Manydown. Developers are not 
prepared to wait and work with our communities who have devoted hours creating their 
own neighbourhood plans and thought they would have a say in what was built, for who and 
where. The new emerging local plan is a case in question. The Borough Council has been 
given a number of nearly 18k homes to build in this plan, including 310 in Whitchurch and 
260 in Overton. We have been working as a cross party group to oppose these numbers. I 
challenged the methodology of this figure at the Council and they agreed to adopt a new 
approach to housing development which would result in much lower housing numbers. The 
proof of the pudding as they say is in the eating and we will see what happens. Certainly not 
in Whitchurch as last week David Wilson homes showed us a new development of over 200 

https://www.hampshire.police.uk/ro/report/ocr/af/how-to-report-a-crime/
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homes to be submitted in May. They were not prepared to wait or recognise the democratic 
neighbourhood plan. 
However, Natural England are updating the method for calculating the nitrate impact of all 
planning applications which may have a positive or negative impact on all planning 
applications regarding nutrient neutrality, especially in the River Test and Itchen catchment 
areas. This means developments have to prove their calculation of nitrate impact in line with 
the new calculations. Let’s hope Natural England don’t buckle.  
If we are to have additional homes our infrastructure needs to cope and blend with the 
character of our villages ands towns. Anyone who has tried to get a Dr’s appointment these 
days is aware of what I’m talking about. 
The Borough Council’s last 2 budgets have also impacted our ward with the borough wanting 
our Parish and Town councils to 1. Take on the cost of their public toilets and 2. Impose 
parking fees in their public car parks which surely will have an impact on local businesses. 
It’s hard to believe that a council that imposed a climate emergency as long ago as 2016 
have removed recycling bins across the borough. 
Petty vandalism is on the increase, only yesterday a bus stop in Overton was reduced to a 
pile of broken glass. An email to a PCSO or advice to provide your own cctv is not enough – 
we need better policing. 
On a positive note, through my Borough Councillor Grant Scheme I was able to secure £800 
for Kingfisher Day Centre towards a new minibus and have earmarked £1000 in the next 
financial year for Laverstoke & Freefolk Millennium Green. 
I would like to conclude by paying tribute to my fellow councillor Ian Tilbury who has 
decided to call it a day after 20 years. Ian was a dedicated, diligent community servant and 
his accrued knowledge will be missed by those in Overton, Laverstoke & Freefolk and latterly 
Whitchurch. 
 
6. Bombay Sapphire update 
Giada Siminoi introduced herself as the new Production Manager on the operations side of 
Bombay Sapphire and a brewer by trade. The last year to April 22 was their biggest ever 
production year – 16.2million litres of gin were shipped out. The forecast looks great too! 
They are making some changes with new recruits from UK, France and S Africa. They have 
recently launched some new gins - Sunset gin (April 21), Premier Cru citrus gin (Autumn 21) 
and Citron Presse (spring 2022). There are some further innovations in the pipeline too. 
During lockdown they made hand sanitiser which they gave to the smaller care homes and 
L&F residents. 
Helen Coles is the Visitor Centre Operations Manager. Last year they welcomed 51k guests -
much reduced because of covid. They had been shut for 13 months and only opened on 17 
May 17 2021 (they run on the stricter Scottish rules given their 5 Whisky Distilleries in 
Scotland). During lockdown they had work done and added a new part to the tour – the 
Turbine bar gives a drink at the start of the tour and there is a video in the cinema room. The 
main Mill Bar is now for secondary visitor spend and is open for residents to enjoy cocktails.  
Rooms are available for hire again – email: events@bombaysapphire.com 
The visitor centre is looking to reduce footfall and gain higher end sales (masterclasses) so 
they’re expecting 500 people on a Saturday (from 700 pre-covid).  
A member of the public raised the small wall adjacent to pavement needing to be cleared of 
ivy and also that the old gate signs keeps moving. Helen confirmed that the signs will be 
taken down, the wall/railing is being repaired in mid-May and that the tank farm tree 
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planting is being looked into with the horticulturalist. Giada confirmed that the tank farm 
lights would be turned off as soon as finished with each evening. {Latest is 9pm}  
Action: Andrew to pick up pallets for Men’s Shed on Thursday 5pm 
 
7. Chairman’s report 
David Ellis opened by welcoming everyone and thanking Juliet, Colin, Andy, Helen and Giada 
for their reports. He continued: 
• I would first like to extend our thanks and appreciation to Bob Hough and Charlie 
Seligman who have stepped down this year as Councillors and welcome Jayne and Julia to 
the Parish Council. Bob, as chair, and Charlie as a Councillor have greatly contributed to the 
villages. We are delighted that Bob continues to active in the Men Shed Committee and 
Charlie in the PCC. 
• We live in very special and beautiful villages and a fantastic community. We 
appreciate the many facilities and organisations that are part of them. It’s a wide range: the 
community centre with the Kingfisher centre, nursery & village hall, the WTC and archers & 
Men’s shed. The beautiful churches, Watership down pub and Hardy’s nursery in Freefolk 
and gin factory of Bombay Sapphire. The PC is pleased to have supported or been supported 
by many of these organisations during the year. 
• During the year the PC has: 

• with the kind support of Hardy’s nursery planted 150 bulbs along the verges 
in Freefolk;  

• supported the Men Shed through the free use of the Pavilion. This enables 
the PC to ensure there are no rates bills for the community centre and helps 
with the upkeep. The Men’s shed has made the fantastic new Oak notice 
board that is on the side of the Lady Rose Hall. 

• Supported the Millennium Green at the heart of the villages. We have 
provided grants for insurance, helped with the playground inspection process 
for last year and given a £250 grant toward the pond rejuvenation project 
initiated by the Watercress & Winterbourne project. 

• Installed a Defibrillator on the pavilion. Supported by Archery & WTC 

• In Freefolk we have, albeit slowly, progressed with the car parking facility and 
have agreed a non -binding set of heads of terms with Sovereign housing. We 
hope to see this progress to public consultation during next year. 

• We have supported the church in maintaining the church yard as an attractive 
frontage and beautiful spot in in the village. We were delighted to see so 
many at the open-air carols in the playground at Christmas. 

• We worked to support the Borough Council in the updating of the 
Conservation Area plan which enabled the expansion of the area to include 
Wool Down Wood and 3 properties in Home Farm.  

• Of course, the year has also come with its challenges. The ongoing issue of the Tennis 
courts lighting has resulted in much feeling in the villages. It is an ongoing matter with 
respect to planning, PC responsibilities as Landlord and as representatives for all views in the 
villages. It will continue to be an important matter during next year. As a PC we will be 
reviewing ways of communicating with residents especially on sensitive matters. 
• Another sadness is the winding up of the pensioner group during the year. The PC 
has supported it for many years, and we are grateful to the work from Mady Oram and the 
committee for the community it created. 
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• With the loosening of pandemic restrictions, we are pleased to have seen the re-
opening of many of the village facilities; the bar is now opening again for residents at 
Bombay Sapphire, the Kingfisher centre, and the Watership down pub are busy again. With 
the balance of a grant provided by the Stop the Incinerator campaign we have planted two 
cherry trees, by the pond, and alongside the archery field in memory of those impacted by 
the pandemic. 
• The routine work of the PC has also continued. We have repaired and revarnished 
the floor in the Lady Rose Hall. Rollercoaster days are over! With the support of Bombay 
Sapphire, we have maintained the speed monitoring system. We have kept up the ground 
maintenance of the villages. We are trialling lighting switch off during the nights for the 
streetlamps controlled by the PC. Our thanks go to Nicky for the considerable dedication, 
enthusiasm and time on dealing with so many matters. We would also like to thank all those 
in the community who support clean up days, projects, and bring questions & suggestions to 
the council. 
• But to conclude what are we looking to do next year? In addition to matters I have 
already mentioned, we have the exciting party celebrations for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
on the 3rd June. The PC has applied for and is hopeful for a grant from the lottery 
commission. Diccon has promoted a rights of way project to secure the old walking routes in 
the village. Andrew is spearheading the 20 is Plenty campaign. We are considering clearing 
the car park area in Laverstoke and will continue to deal with Sovereign to improve parking 
facilities. 
 
8. Accounts for the year ending 31 March 2022 

 
 
 
There has been a significant reduction in receipts in 2021/22 versus 2020/21. The main 
reason was that the PC received a small business grant of £10k and the last of the 

Summary Receipts and Payments Account for the year ending 31 March 2022

Previous year Current year

2020/2021 2021/2022

£ £

RECEIPTS

10,000.00 Precept 9,750.00

12,819.98 Grants 337.00

2.38 Interest Received 0.61

620.80 Vat recovered 802.88

Refunds 0.01

11,169.76 Property Income 13,288.48

1,705.42 VAT received 2,120.39

500.00 Donation (& Misc) 0.00

Deposit for hire 100.00

36,818.34 Total Receipts 26,399.37

PAYMENTS

4,823.67 Clerk's Salary 4,831.56

Bank charges 39.00

Capital Expenditure 1,245.00

2,318.38 Insurance 2,636.43

1,695.55 Grants 1,350.00

1,101.68 Professional Fees 858.09

2,542.74 Parish Projects 725.00

1,540.68 PC Grounds Maintenance 2,387.89

1970.98 Community Centre Site Maintenance 6410.74

Rates

352.24 Streetlighting 398.54

1193.73 Vat Paid to suppliers 1844.26

1,002.69 Vat paid to HMRC 1,021.80

220.25 Stationery & Postage 376.65

225.70 Expenses 224.00

1,826.26 Utilities 1,942.88

Training 38.95

20,814.55 Total Payments 26,330.79
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practice tennis court grants of £2483 in the prior year. However, property income had 
increased in 2021/22 by £2118. 
There was also an increase in costs in 2021/22 versus the previous year. This was mainly 
due to site maintenance of £4440 (LRH floor re-sanding was £3380) and £1245 spent on 
a defibrillator. 
 
Overall the PC and Community Centre site balance totals £65,927: 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Cashbook & Bank Reconciliation for the year ending 31 March 2022

Previous year Current year

2019/2020 2020/2021

£ £

49,854.96 Balance b/f at 1 April 2021 65,858.75

36,818.34 Total Receipts 26,399.37

86,673.30 92,258.12

-20,814.55 Total Payments -26,330.79

65,858.75£     Balance c/f at 31 March 2022 65,927.33£    

Cumulative Funds Represented by:

1113.4 PC Community Account balance at 31.03.22 1879.91

4829.71 Business Money Manager Account balance at 31.03.22 3292.32

59915.64 Community Centre Account balance at 31.03.22 60755.1

65,858.75£     Total Bank Balances 65,927.33£    

Less unpresented cheques

0.00 0.00

65,858.75£     65,927.33£    

DEBTS OUTSTANDING £

Vat to be reclaimed Vat paid on goods 93.23 -48.44

VAT due on income 141.67

ASSETS

Assets at 1 April 2021 29,285.44

Assets at 31 March 2022

Street furniture 25,822.00

LRH Furniture contents 2,032.00

LRH Kitchen equip 810.83

Defibrillator 1,245.00

Noticeboard 725.00

Seat 1.00

Land adjacent to Manor Cottages 1.00

Laverstoke Lane Car Park & small layby 1.00

New HP Pavillion14 laptop 495.12

Office equipment 122.49

Total 31,255.44

BORROWINGS Not applicable

LEASES Kingfisher Day Centre (half Community Centre buildg)

TENANCIES Portals Sports and Social Club - De la Rue

S137 PAYMENTS Laverstoke w Freefolk PCC £400

Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust £250

Laverstoke & Freefolk Millennium Green £700

AGENCY WORK Not applicable

ADVERTISING AND PUBLICITY Not applicable

SUPERANNUATION Not applicable
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9. Open Forum 
 
A member of the public highlighted today’s B3400 resurfacing road closure from Priory Lane 
to Lynch Hill Park. They mentioned an accident at Easter whereby a 10 m stretch of 
Laverstoke Park wall was damaged along with a tree and scuffed kerb; police attended. 
Action: Andrew to include in accident stats log  
Electricity was down again on 9-10th April with Freefolk being the last to be reconnected. It 
was asked whether power lines could be put underground.  
The recent accident affecting Laverstoke Park walling has highlighted the walling is in a poor 
state and with much ivy growth Action: highlight to Laverstoke Park. It was queried whether 
they could claim against the driver’s insurance.  
It was suggested that Warburtons Foundation may be a good source of funding to remove 
our old football lighting and also that new residents could be made aware of the Millennium 
Green Trust when they are buying local properties. 
  


