
 

  

March 2022 
Welcome to Spring in Laverstoke and Freefolk! We hope you are taking some solace from 

our lovely local environment in these difficult times. 

 

The Queen's Platinum Jubilee is fast approaching and we've a 4 day weekend to look 

forward to in June. We've planned some fun activities and hope that everyone will participate 

and contribute to make this a memorable occasion. In this month's edition there's also 

important lifesaving news, April dates for this years open chalk stream events and we hear 

from our clubs, Millennium Green and Hardy's too. Read on.... 

 

If anyone is interested in a hardcopy of the map and supplementary planning document for 

the recently re-appraised L&F Conservation Area please let Nicky know on 

laverstokeclerk@gmail.com or 07725 368012. The PC is trying to get hold of some more 

copies. 

   

You can find a link to the monthly Overton News&Views here, a few days after the start of the 

new month. It includes the Overton library opening times. 
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https://laverstokeandfreefolk.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5a0892f2a31c40d24107d5617&id=4e7abc7134&e=10cf2d489e


 

 
Friday 3rd June - You are 
invited.... 

The parish of Laverstoke and Freefolk will 

be celebrating the Queen's Platinum 

Jubilee on Friday 3rd June from 2.30pm till 

late. Details to follow. All residents are 

invited to participate. Please save the date! 

Also let Nicky on laverstokeclerk@gmail.com 

if you have any requests or ideas or want to 

join the organising team. Thank you. 

 

Millennium Green news 

A big thank you to everyone who came at 

the start of February to help clear the 

growth around the lime tree near the 

Millennium Green corner gate. The tree is 

now surrounded by snowdrops and looks 

fantastic. 

 

Defibrillator installed 

You may have noticed a bright yellow 

box on the Laverstoke Lane side of the 

pavilion next to the Men's Shed 

door! The PC is delighted to have installed 

a defibrillator. We hope that you don't need 

to use it. But, in the event that you do you 

must dial 999 to obtain the access code. 

The location is: Pavilion, Laverstoke Lane, 

Laverstoke RG28 7NY. 

Just lift the keypad flap, put in the code, 

unlock the yellow box and retrieve the defib 

which is in a carry bag. There is an adult 

pad already attached but if you need a child 

pad (for children aged 1 to 8 years old) then 

there is one in the pocket of the defib. bag. 

There are instructions on the side of the 

defib. for switching on and correct 

positioning of the pads on the chest. Once 

you switch on there are voice instructions 

as to what to do. It is an automatic device. 

 

We hope to have some training sessions 

soon and will let you know when we have 

some dates.  

 

Don't forget there is also a defibrillator in 

the Bombay Sapphire security office by the 

green doors opposite Laverstoke Lane. 

(However, you may have to wait if the 
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We wanted to make you aware there are 

necessary repairs to carry out on the 

Playground which will cost £2,100. We have 

a grant promise of £1,000 towards the 

costs. The Playground which is valued by 

the children of the villages is part of the 

Millennium Green which is owned and 

funded as a charity and relies on support 

through donations and grants. Any help 

would be greatly appreciated! We have a 

CAF donate page: 

https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/19880 

Thank you. 

The Millennium Green team 

 

Rusty Racquets 

Rusty Racquets Open Event – Saturday 

2nd April from 2pm 

We are looking forward to seeing lots of 

people at our first open session of the year, 

Rusty Racquets, which takes place on 2nd 

April from 2pm. This is a great opportunity 

for those returning to tennis or who want to 

give tennis a try and as well as hitting balls, 

you can meet other members of the tennis 

club. All welcome including families and 

juniors. 

security guard is patrolling the far side of 

the building.) 

 

Open Chalk Streams  

The Open Chalk Streams sessions are 

returning for the second year. In April there 

are wonderful opportunities to access some 

of the fabulous spots on the headwaters of 

the river Test and Itchen that we can't 

normally venture to. This is all part of the 

Watercress and Winterbournes project run 

by the Hampshire and Isle of White Wildlife 

Trust and its partners . 

 

Visit spaces that are normally off-limits and 

see familiar spots in a whole new light. 

Each location is unique, with something 

special to offer. Look for plant life, listen for 

birdsong, and learn how restoration is 

improving the health of our streams. 

 

There are a series of 8 'walks' in April in 

river stretches in Overton, Whitchurch, St 

Mary Bourne, Alresford, Amport and 

Cheriton. Some are drop by venues and 

some need booking. All are free. 

For more information and to book visit the 

Open Chalk Streams web page. 
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Easter Holiday Camps – 11th-14th April 

Are you looking for activities for your 

children during the Easter Holidays? Our 

coaching partner, JG Tennis, will be running 

holiday camps between 9am -12noon week 

commencing the 11th April. Groups are split 

by age 4-8 or 9-15 years. Discounts 

available if you book the whole week or are 

members of the club. 

 

Coaching 

LTA Youth Start courses for junior 

beginners start on Thursday 3rd March after 

school. This course is a 6-week introductory 

course for £34.99 and includes a LTA t-

shirt, racquet and balls. Regular junior 

coaching continues to take place on 

Saturday mornings. For more details on all 

junior coaching and how to book on, please 

go to: Whitchurch Jnr Tennis Coaching  

 

For adults, the Rusty Raquet (Tennis 

Xpress) course is great for new starters or if 

you are getting back into tennis after a 

break and also runs Saturday mornings for 

both members and non-members. For more 

information and to book, go to Whitchurch 

Adult Tennis Coaching 

 

Regular Mix Ins 

We’re a friendly club with a good mix of 

standards from beginners to league players. 

New members are always welcome. Come 

along on to our club mix-in on a Saturday 

afternoon from 2pm to meet members and 

hit a few balls. Tuesday and Thursday 

 

20 new archery members! 

It's been another busy month for the 

Archery Club. We have 20 new archers who 

have completed the beginners course and 

will be shooting at our Laverstoke and 

Kingsclere ranges this year. We also ran 

our Winter Field League with 30 archers 

shooting at our 3D foam targets. We had 

archers ranging in age from 9 to 70 years 

old and from varied abilities. We also 

survived the high winds from storms Dudley 

and Eunice without too much damage to 

target bosses and look forward to some 

better weather to allow us to shoot 

outdoors. The plans for our 60th 

anniversary are taking shape with events 

planned at both Laverstoke and Kingsclere. 

If you would like to know more about 

Archery or Overton Black Arrows please 

have a look at www.overtonblackarrows.org 

or message the club. 
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evenings are Club evenings with arranged 

games and will recommence once the light 

allows. 

 

For more information about the club and 

membership forms, please visit our website, 

follow us on Facebook or 

secretary@whitchurchtennisclub.org.uk  

Hope to see you on court soon. 

 

Hardy's fully open 

Hello everyone, I hope you have all 

managed to clear your gardens of all the 

debris from Storm Eunice (!) and that you 

are now getting them ready to enjoy in the 

better weather that we are sure is on its 

way. 

 

We have worked hard over the Winter 

tidying up our Retail Area AND WE ARE 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK FROM 1st 

MARCH.  For our opening times, please 

visit our website. 

 

We have a wide range of Spring flowering 

plants available for both a sunny border and 

for a shady one too.  (And anything in 

between). For a riot of colour in March and 

April, we have Ipheions, Primulas, 

Aquilegias, Doronicums, Helleborus and 

many others. We also have a whole variety 

of seeds some of which, at this time of year, 

 

Church annual meeting 
&  Alpha course  

Annual Meeting: Our Annual Parishioners’ 

meeting will take place on Tuesday 29th 

March at 7.30 pm at Keepers Cottage. 

Members of the Church Electoral Roll and 

all residents of the parish may attend to 

elect the Churchwardens. Brenda Bond and 

Diana Goodwin have agreed to stand for 

another term but if you have any other 

nominations, please let me know. This 15 

minute meeting will be followed by the 

Annual PCC meeting at which only 

members of the Church Electoral Roll may 

play a part. It would be helpful to know if 

you wish to attend, for logistical reasons. 

 

New Residents: If you are new to 

Laverstoke or Freefolk, we would like to 

welcome you. Our church services take 

place at 9 am on the 1st, 2nd and 4th 

Sundays of the month, and we would love 

to see you there. If you would like to 

subscribe to the Test which is our parish 

magazine, please let me know. Of course, 

this applies to “old” residents as well! 
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can be scattered where you want them to 

flower. How easy is that!  We look forward 

to seeing you. 

 

Cars broken into 

Officers are investigating a number of 

reports of thefts from motor vehicles and 

have arrested a man. On Sat 5 February, 

officers arrested a 47-year-old man from 

Havant on suspicion of the following 

offences: 

Theft from a motor vehicle in Whitchurch 

between 26 Jan and 2 Feb, in Micheldever 

on 26 Jan, in East Stratton on  27 

Jan, Dummer on  28 Jan and Beacon Hill 

29 Jan 

 

Many other theft from vehicles that have 

occurred in the areas of Basingstoke Rural 

South are also being potentially linked to 

the same offender. Activity in two other 

counties is also being connected to the 

individual in question. As of the 15th Feb 

there was around 26 offences which are to 

be put before the suspect but still growing 

potentially. He has been questioned by 

officers and released under investigation 

while enquiries continue. 

 

Easter at St Mary’s: We hope to have 

Family Communion on Easter Sunday, the 

time to be finalised, followed by an Easter 

egg hunt for the children (and adults, if you 

are young at heart!). 

                

Brenda Bond, Churchwarden, 

bondb@btinternet.com, 01256 

895594                                          

Do you have questions about God, life, 

faith…? If so a new Alpha course will be 

starting on Thursday 10th March at 7.30pm. 

Alpha is a series of informal discussion 

sessions over coffee & cake in café Pueblo, 

Overton. All are welcome.  

For more information contact Mike and 

Helen Francis 01256 773061 or 

admin@stmarysoverton.org.uk 

 

Footpath closed due to 
storm damage 

mailto:bondb@btinternet.com
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Information that we receive from the 

community is vital and informs where we 

put our resources and take action against 

any illegal activity. (Ed. I did ask Andy if this 

same individual could be linked to the rifling 

through cars that took place in L&F on night 

of 13/14 Feb but I am not sure that people 

had reported these incidents to the police 

and timing seems doubtful.)  

 

We would like to take this opportunity to 

remind motorists to make sure you remove 

valuables from your vehicles and keep them 

locked. Make sure to physically check that 

doors and window are locked, especially if 

you have used the remote to lock the 

vehicle, then look inside again to make sure 

you've not left anything! 

 

Andrew Jones, contact email or tel: 101 

 

Trees on the footpath from the pumping 

station to the Cowleaze field have taken a 

huge knock in storm Eunice. At least 3 

sycamores have fallen across the path with 

large root balls exposed along the tributary 

edge. Please keep away from the footpath 

until the trees can be safely chopped and 

removed. In the meantime please use the 

little road over the Manor Farm bridge and 

cross into Cowleaze meadow at the 

footpath off Batts Row behind Cowleaze 

Cottage. Thank you. 

 

This has also been reported to the HCC 

footpath team. 

 

 

 

   

PC Meetings 
Note the PC meeting 

has moved to 1st Tues 

of month. Next 

meeting dates -: 

 

5 April 

3 May 

 

L&F Contacts 
L&Freefolk Facebook  

laverstokeandfreefolk.org.uk 

Newsletter:  

laverstokeclerk@gmail.com 
Lady Rose Hall: 

www.ladyrosehall.co.uk 

  

Bombay Sapphire Resident's 

Help Line: 01256 890078 

 

Parish Council: 
Clerk - Nicky Nicklin (07725 368012) or 
laverstokeclerk@gmail.com 
 
Parish Councillors: 

David Ellis 

Jo Probut, Deputy Chairman 

James Bretel 

Andrew White 
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7 June 

5 July 

 

Laverstoke and 

Freefolk PC meetings 

take place in Lady 

Rose Hall starting at 

7.30pm with up to 15 

mins public time. 

Anyone is welcome to 

attend to ask 

questions, make 

suggestions or air 

views on local issues 

during the public time. 

Time will be split 

equally between the 

number of people 

wishing to speak. After 

public time 

parishioners are 

unable to interrupt the 

Council meeting. Note: 

no meeting is held in 

August. 
 

 
  

Copyright © Laverstoke and 

Freefolk Parish Council 2022 

 

Our mailing address is: 

Laverstoke and Freefolk Parish 

Council Newsletter 

Lady Rose Hall 

Laverstoke Lane 

Whitchurch 

RG28 7NY 

(& to alert BS you are collecting 

Defibrillator). 

 

Our neighbouring web-sites: 

The Official Whitchurch web site 

The Original Whitchurch web site 

Overton Parish Council web site 

Our Local Sports Clubs: 

Whitchurch Tennis Club 

Overton Black Arrows Archery 

Club 

Overton Rugby Club 

Our church: 

St Marys Laverstoke 

Our Local Day Care Centre: 

Kingfisher Day Care Centre for 

Elderly or 

kingfisherdaycentre@gmail.com 

Millennium Green: 

landfreefolkmillenniumgreen 

 

To Report problems with: 

roads, footpaths & verge 

Hantsweb 

trees on roads: 

0300 555 1388 

water: 

Southern Water 

 

Diccon Harvey 

To email Cllrs:laverstokeclerk@gmail.com  

 

Borough 

Councillors: 

Ian Tilbury 771429 

(cllr.ian.tilbury@basingstoke.gov.uk) 

Colin Phillimore 771127 

(cllr.colin.phillimore@basingstoke.gov.uk) 

Lucie Follett Maitland 

(cllr.lucie.follettmaitland@basingstoke.gov.uk) 

 

County 

Councillor: 

Juliet Henderson  

(juliet.henderson@hants.gov.uk) 

 

L&F Calling Tree Contacts: 
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