
 
 

  

April 2022 
Well what a changeable time we're having. Last week we were bathing in sunlight in tee 

shirts and shorts and this week... it's back to fleeces. Anyway we hope you are making the 

most of the Spring and we've lots to look forward to.  

 

Firstly, don't forget to keep Friday 3rd June in your diary for the L&F Platinum Jubilee 

festivities - we're planning a fun 'Party in the Park' to which everyone is invited. We're kicking 

off with a good old fashioned tea party and the afternoon and evening will then unfold. In the 

meantime you may like to prepare your Royal Fancy Dress, practice your Victoria Sponge 

recipe, try out your latest dance moves and start training your hobby horse! More info next 

month. 

 

In this month's edition we hear from Bere Mill who are busier than ever with lambing, the 

garden and butchery shop. We've some changes to announce in the Parish Council, the 

Bombay Sapphire bar is back - yippee, the Millennium Green are seeing success in their 

fundraising and the church is looking forward to Easter. For all this and lots more read on....  



 

And whilst writing, we thought it worth mentioning ahead that the Annual Parish Meeting and 

PC AGM is on Tues 3rd May starting at 7.30pm at Lady Rose Hall. If you would like to bring 

up any topics of interest to fellow residents or the PC, ask questions or you would just like to 

hear what the PC has been up to over the past year then you are very welcome to attend. It 

would be great to welcome as many people as possible. 

   

You can find a link to the monthly Overton News&Views here, a few days after the start of the 

new month. It includes the Overton library opening times. 

  

 

 
Spring at Bere Mill 
Farm and Gardens 

On the farm 

March and April are one of our busiest 

times of the year. Although a busy time, it is 

also one of our best times. Lambing season 

has started and is currently going well. It is 

a real joy for us at the farm to see the lambs 

arrive. It doesn’t end there as soon after 

lambing, calving begins, so keep an eye out 

for the little Belted Galloway beauties in the 

fields soon. 

Garden News 

Our open day on March 13th was a real 

 

Thank you Bob and 
Charlie! 

We were sad to lose two long-standing 

members from the Parish Council in 

February.  Bob Hough has been Chair for 

over 7 years and a Councillor for a few 

years before that. Bob sadly cannot give us 

any more of his time as he has a summer 

self-build project coming up that will see 

him rather busy. We are going to miss his 

ideas, hands-on approach and problem 

solving creativity. It was thanks to Bob 

emailing the OpenReach MD one morning, 

cycling over to his HQ at lunchtime and 

then bumping into the Infrastructure 

Manager outside the building that finally got 

us our Superfast Broadband! He has also 

overseen putting the community site on a 

good financial footing and forged the 

creation of the Men's Shed within the 

pavilion. On behalf of the whole of the 

parish we'd like to say - Thank you for your 
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success. The weather was unexpectedly 

good and the rain held off. The gardens are 

in full Spring bloom now and the swathes of 

daffodils down the drive towards the Mill 

have been stunning this year. If you missed 

us this time, our next open day is on 

Monday May 2nd. We look forward to 

seeing you then!  

Butchery news 

It is also one of our busy times in the 

butchery. Easter is nearly here and we are 

are now taking online orders so you can 

secure your Bere Mill lamb or beef. Orders 

will close on Sunday 10th April so don’t 

leave it too late and miss out. 

Our refurbishment is almost finished with a 

bigger shop area and new larger counters. 

With more space, we are constantly adding 

new products especially as the better 

weather and longer evenings have arrived. 

Starting in April, our opening times are 

changing. We will be open more often 

throughout the week, so you don’t have to 

now wait for Fridays and Saturdays. 

Our opening times from w/c 4th April: 

Weds 10 – 5pm 

Thurs 10 – 5pm 

Fri 10 – 7pm (Summer) 5pm (Winter) 

Sat 10 – 2pm 

Don’t forget we still offer free local delivery 

for online orders over £35. 

The Bere Mill Team 

great leadership and all the service you 

have given to the villages! 

  

Charlie Seligman has also resigned from 

the Parish Council after (he thinks) 13 years 

service. He has seen significant changes in 

the Parish over this time and wishes the 

Council well in their future efforts. He is 

standing down as he wishes to focus on his 

Curacy post in the benefice which will 

include Laverstoke with Freefolk. This starts 

in July, so look out for his Distinctive 

Deacon ‘hat’ as opposed to his PC ‘hat’! It 

is great that he will remain active within the 

community. A big thanks Charlie from all of 

us. 

 

And on a welcome into your new role note... 

we are delighted and fortunate that David 

Ellis has agreed to take over as PC Chair. 

 

Online table booking on 
way  

We are excited to announce that we are on 

the verge of launching online table booking! 
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Bar open again! 

Great news -  the Bombay Sapphire Bar is 

open as normal now for anyone that just 

wants to pop in!  

 

Opening Times are as follows.  

Fri - Sun: 11am – 8pm (Last Orders at 

7:30pm) 

Mon - Thur:  In April we close at 6pm  

From May we will close at 7pm.  

 

Please be aware that there may be times 

(especially in the week) that the bar may 

close at 6pm due to a private event.  

 

WTC news 

We recently held our AGM and elected our 

new committee for 2022/2023. Rosanna 

Marshall stepped down as our treasurer 

after 18 years. We are very grateful to 

We know many of you will be pleased that 

we are doing this. It won’t be live for the 1st 

of April, but we wanted to tell you about it 

now and then we will update the launch 

date via our social channels (hopefully not 

much longer). 

 

As always keep in touch via our social 

channels, email or website 

(Facebook, Instagram or join our email 

updates). 

 

April beginner's course 

Another busy couple of months for the 

Archers! We start our second beginners 

course of 2022 in April with 17 new archers 

at Laverstoke. It's been great to see so 

much interest in Archery from all age 

groups. You may have seen the hedges 

around the range looking very neat and tidy 

and a big thanks to one of our members, 

Angus, for keeping it all tidy. Also a big 

thanks to our maintenance team who have 

been out this week cutting the grass and 

getting the range ready for the spring and 

summer. We also start back with our 

outdoor Wednesday Club nights in April 

where we hope to see members meeting up 

to shoot and catch up. We are a friendly 

bunch and so if you are walking by the 

range and have any questions or want to 
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Rosanna for all she and her late husband 

Neil put into the club and she will be very 

much missed. Bruce Scott has joined the 

committee as treasurer and we are sure will 

continue the good work. 

 

Membership: as we move into the new 

season, it does mean that membership fees 

are due from 1st April. We have discounted 

our pre-covid fees and adult membership 

for the year is £68 and juniors £10. Other 

memberships are detailed in our 

membership form available at 

whitchurchtennisclub.org.uk. 

 

Open Event Sat 2nd April from 2pm: the 

new season kicks off with our first open 

session of the year, Rusty Racquets. This is 

a great opportunity for those returning to 

tennis or who want to give tennis a try and 

as well as hitting balls, you can meet other 

members of the tennis club. We’re looking 

forward to seeing lots of people, families & 

juniors included. 

 

Easter Holiday Camps 11th-14th 

April: Are you looking for activities for your 

children during the Easter Holidays? JG 

Tennis, will be running holiday camps 

between 9am -12noon w/c 11th April. 

Groups are split by age 4-8 or 9-15 years. 

Discounts available for siblings, if you book 

the whole week or are members of the club. 

 

Coaching: Regular junior coaching takes 

place on Saturday mornings and JG tennis 

have started a new Thurs course after 

know more about whats happening please 

come and have a look. You can also see 

what's happening at the club on 

our facebook page. 

 

Join us for Easter service 

Easter at St Mary’s: Please join us for 

Family Communion followed by an Easter 

egg hunt at 9.30am on Sunday 17th April. 

Please note that there is no service on 24th 

April (usually the 4th Sunday). 

 

St Nicholas: Services on the first Sunday 

of the month during summer will commence 

at St Nicholas on 1st May. Do come and 

enjoy the very special atmosphere in this 

iconic little church. 

 

Church Roof: We have rather expensive 

repairs to do to St Mary’s roof in the very 

near future. Although we are applying for 

grants, we need to fund part of it ourselves. 

If anyone would like to donate towards this, 

we would be so grateful. Please go to 

stmaryslaverstoke.org.uk and click on the top 

right hand Donate button.Thank you. 

 

As a result of elections at our Annual 

meeting, Brenda Bond and Diana Goodwin 

have been re-elected as churchwardens. 
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school. For more details on all junior 

coaching and how to book on, please go to: 

Whitchurch Jnr Tennis Coaching. The Rusty 

Raquet (Tennis Xpress) course for adults is 

great for new starters and tennis returners. 

It runs Sat mornings for both members and 

non-members. Courses for 

Improvers/Intermediate Level will start on 

Fridays from 29th April for members. For 

more information and to book, go 

to Whitchurch Adult Tennis Coaching 

 

Regular Mix Ins: We’re a friendly club with 

a good mix of standards from beginners to 

league players. New members are always 

welcome. Come along on to our club mix-in 

on a Sat afternoon from 3pm to meet 

members and hit a few balls. Tues and 

Thurs evenings are Club evenings with 

arranged games. 

 

For more information about the club and 

membership forms, please visit our website, 

follow us on Facebook or 

secretary@whitchurchtennisclub.org.uk  

Hope to see you on court soon. 

. 

 

Playground support 

Brenda Bond, Churchwarden, 

bondb@btinternet.com, 01256 895594 

 

Formal footpath closure 
order 

The PC has had formal notification from 

HCC that the 'pumping station to 

Cowleaze'  footpath is closed to the public 

until they have mended the little wooden 

footbridge. This was damaged by some 

trees that fell in Storm Eunice.The order is 

from Tues 15 March to Tues 23 Aug. 

Fingers crossed it does not take all this 

time. Please use alternative paths in purple 

on map above during this time. Thank you 

 

Nottingham Knockers at 
large 

We have seen a rise in reports right across 

Basingstoke Town & Rural regarding 

Nottingham Knockers. We would like to give 
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Thank you for the support to help with the 

repairs to the playground in the Millennium 

Green. With a grant we have raised £1,312 

towards our £2,100 target. Any more help 

would be greatly appreciated! Our CAF 

donate page is: 

cafdonate.cafonline.org/19880 

 

Also don't forget your old spent ink 

cartridges can be recycled to raise funds for 

the Green. Please note that the collection 

box is being moved to beside the little wall 

that divides Lady Rose Hall and Kingfisher 

on the Lane side of the building. To check 

whether your cartridges are accepted 

please check on this 

website: www.recycle4charity.co.uk 

 

Thank you from your Millennium Green 

team 

 

New PC noticeboard 

We hope you have noticed our new Parish 

Council noticeboard. Here we post a copy 

of our agendas and minutes for PC 

meetings. This was made by the Test 

Valley Men's Shed with particular thanks to 

Nick Bowden. 

you more information about this group and 

offer advice on how to deal with them. 

 

Who are they? 

Nottingham Knockers are usually young 

men who go door to door selling household 

products. They are dropped off early in the 

morning in a particular location by a large 

van and are then transported around that 

area throughout the day until approx. 9pm. 

They will offer to show you ID which will 

likely be ‘Hawkers Work Creation’ and say 

they have just been released from prison. 

This company does not actually exist and is 

purely a laminated piece of card with their 

picture on. They will be carrying a large 

holdall style bag which contains various 

household items at high prices and will try 

and hard sell to make more money. They 

will also tell you about how they are trying 

to make a better life.  

 

Is it illegal to sell goods on the 

doorstep? 

Selling anything in a public space is subject 

to street trading laws and can only be done 

with special permits. Anyone selling goods 

on a public forecourt, road, footway or 

adjacent site, to a distance of 10 metres, 

must have written consent. Charity 

collectors can only collect on the doorstep 

with permission of the council’s licensing 

team. Selling goods door-to-door is only 

permitted with a valid pedlar’s certificate. 

The police will only issue these to people 

who haven’t been convicted of a crime, any 

conviction will mean you cannot hold a 
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If you have a charity/not for profit poster or 

local activity event you wish to display 

contact Nicky on laverstokeclerk@gmail.com 

or 07725 368012 and we'll try and include it 

on the board. 

 

Hardy's: time for planting! 

With the hour change, here come the 

longer, warmer days when we can enjoy 

our gardens to the max. Now is the time to 

plant that new border you want, or find the 

‘fill the gaps’ plants. Whatever it is, we are 

here to help you. 

We are open all over Easter and have some 

special offers for you to take advantage of 

and, with such lovely walks around here, we 

are the perfect stopping off point.  As many 

of you know we are a bunch of dog lovers 

and all dogs are welcome, providing they 

are on a lead.   

For our opening times please visit 

hardysplants.co.uk. 

 

licence. Traders selling vegetables, fish, 

fruit or food and drink do not need pedlar’s 

licence but must register with the 

environmental health department at their 

local authority. Other traders can only sell at 

your doorstep if you have invited them 

round. Anything you buy at your doorstep 

over £42 is subject to a legal ‘cooling-off 

period’ of 14 days where you hold the right 

to cancel. The trader should give you pre-

contract information, a written receipt and a 

template notice you can use to cancel. 

Failure to do this is a criminal offence and 

should be reported to Trading Standards. 

 

Our advice... 

Whenever you get an unexpected knock on 

the door, please check to see who is on the 

other side of your door before opening it. 

Either look through a side window, look 

through a spy hole, or simply ask out loud 

who it is. If you do not know them, establish 

who they are and what they are there for 

before you open the door. Please 

remember if the cold caller sales are 

unsuccessful, they are unlikely to return in 

future.  

 

If you do experience any verbal abuse and 

feel intimidated by these people, please call 

101 or report online and tell us what was 

said and provide a description of the 

person.  

 

REMEMBER 

• DO NOT deal with Nottingham Knockers. 

• NEVER allow Nottingham Knockers into 

mailto:laverstokeclerk@gmail.com
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your home. 

• DO NOT pay CASH on the doorstep. 

 

PCSO 13301 Andy Jones, Basingstoke 

Rural South 

Neighbourhood Policing Team 

Tel. 101 

  

 

   

PC Meetings 
Note the PC meeting 

has moved to 1st Tues 

of month. Next meeting 

dates -: 

 

5 April 

3 May 

7 June 

5 July 

 

Laverstoke and Freefolk 

PC meetings take place 

in Lady Rose Hall 

starting at 7.30pm with 

up to 15 mins public 

time. Anyone is welcome 

to attend to ask 

questions, make 

suggestions or air views 

on local issues during 

 

L&F Contacts 
L&Freefolk Facebook  

laverstokeandfreefolk.org.uk 

Newsletter:  

laverstokeclerk@gmail.com 
Lady Rose Hall: 

www.ladyrosehall.co.uk 

  

Bombay Sapphire 

Resident's 

Help Line: 01256 890078 

(& to alert BS you are 

collecting Defibrillator). 

 

Our neighbouring web-sites: 

The Official Whitchurch web site 

The Original Whitchurch web 

site 

Overton Parish Council web site 

Our Local Sports Clubs: 

Whitchurch Tennis Club 

Overton Black Arrows Archery 

Club 

Overton Rugby Club 

Our church: 

 

Parish Council: 
Clerk - Nicky Nicklin (07725 368012) or 
laverstokeclerk@gmail.com 
 
Parish Councillors: 

David Ellis, Chairman 

Jo Probut, Deputy Chairman 

James Bretel 

Andrew White 

Diccon Harvey 

To email Cllrs:laverstokeclerk@gmail.com  

 

Borough 

Councillors: 

Ian Tilbury 771429 

(cllr.ian.tilbury@basingstoke.gov.uk) 

Colin Phillimore 771127 

(cllr.colin.phillimore@basingstoke.gov.uk) 

Lucie Follett Maitland 

(cllr.lucie.follettmaitland@basingstoke.gov.u

k) 
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the public time. Time will 

be split equally between 

the number of people 

wishing to speak. After 

public time parishioners 

are unable to interrupt 

the Council meeting. 

Note: no meeting is 

held in August. 

 

L&F Calling 
Tree Contacts 

 

St Marys Laverstoke 

Our Local Day Care Centre: 

Kingfisher Day Care Centre for 

Elderly or 

kingfisherdaycentre@gmail.com 

Millennium Green: 

landfreefolkmillenniumgreen 

 

To Report problems with: 

roads, footpaths & verge 

Hantsweb 

trees on roads: 

0300 555 1388 

water: 

Southern Water 

 

 

County 

Councillor: 

Juliet Henderson  

(juliet.henderson@hants.gov.uk) 
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