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Public Time:  

a. A resident asked who was responsible for the pond and explained they were 
concerned about the height of the pond dipping platform from a safety 
perspective. The PC explained it is owned by the Millennium Green and the 
Wildlife Trust who was involved in the project had felt that it wasn’t needed and 
ropes would be swung on and less safe. The resident also thought there should 
be a lifebuoy. Action: ask Millennium Green to review 

b. Another member of public asked what the precept had been set at and whether 
it was an increase on this year (increased by 2% to £9945). They talked about free 
bank accounts with Santander and Newbury Building Society and queried bank 
charges. The PC explained they may be personal rather than business accounts 
but have noted this comment. They queried a digital link from a Footpaths 
newsletter item and PC explained it was to HCC reporting issues page which is 
also included as tel. number at bottom of every newsletter. They thanked Cllr 
White for having proposed to reverse the Mountpleasant footpath decision. They 
mentioned a small tree was dead near the Old Rectory. They also mentioned the 
Men’s Shed charity status and whether they were affiliated to the National Men’s 
Shed organisation. They queried whether planning ref BDB 73890 included an out 
building which it did. 

c. A rep from the Men’s Shed wanted to clarify who their PC contact was now Bob 
was no longer on the PC. They would like someone to talk to them on a regular 
basis. PC explained the clerk is the contact for comms. They mentioned they 
would like defib training - Nicky has already requested a Tues a.m. pavilion 
session – and also reimbursement for the electricity for lights. 

d. Cllr Colin Phillimore did a Borough update. He’d had a couple of complaints raised 
recently that are being looked into - a resident conducting a car sales business 
and using the PC car park and a farmer who was leaving mud on the road. Last 
night the Borough Council had agreed to a Council tax increase. Government 
insistence on an additional 17800 houses in B&D (260 in Overton and 310 in 
Whitchurch) is being fought. Currently Colin is involved in a plan for 24 houses 
above the school in Overton that is being vehemently contested – it is very 
difficult to get to the school already and there is not the infrastructure to support 
new homes locally. Colin is also setting aside some grant money for the 
Playground maintenance in Laverstoke.  
 

1. Appointment of new Chairman – David has said he would be prepared to stand as PC 
Chairman. No other members have put themselves forward. Jo proposed and James 
seconded David as chairman. All agreed and David thanked Bob and Charlie for their 
great service on the PC. 

2. Apologies for absence  
In attendance: Jo Probut, David Ellis, James Bretel, Andrew White, Diccon Harvey 

3. Declarations of interest David: PCC, Millennium Green; Diccon: archery club 
4. Signature and approval minutes of PC meeting of 1 Feb  
5. County Councillor update – Elected in May 21, Juliet Henderson has been a Hampshire 

resident for over 30 years. She is passionate about rural life and, having been a Math’s 
teacher, helping young people. Juliet is on many HCC committees {Children & Family 
Advisory Panel, Children & Young People Select Cttee, Corporate Parenting (children in 
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care), Education Advisory, Advisory for RE, Audit.} She is also the HCC rep on the North 
Wessex Area of outstanding Natural Beauty & the Hampshire Hospitals NHS Foundation 
Trust. She highlighted 2 major projects being worked on currently county-wide:  

5.1 The first is a 30 to 20mph speed reduction. This has support of Kit Malthouse & 
Police Commissioner, Donna Jones. The police have said they’ll enforce it and it’s 
hoped that in the future car technology will enable self-monitoring with feedback 
link to insurance companies. Emissions will reduce significantly too. Oxfordshire 
have implemented already and London. In Hampshire an active travel policy 
(encouraging cycling, baby buggies etc) is driving these road safety improvements. 
Action: Juliet to send Nicky details. She’s keen to hear about our Footpath’s 
project.  

5.2 The second project, a big focus for Donna Jones, is rural crime e.g. Basingstoke is 
one of the biggest areas for ‘county lines’, using the rail network and targeting 
those in care.’ Matt Reeves Basingstoke police commander is also very involved in 
this. Action: Juliet to send details to Nicky of an event in Cliddesden at 6pm on 
25th March.  

Juliet has a community budget and has already helped e.g. Overton walking group, a 
village shop, with installation of a defib and some schools. Her next budget will be 
available in the New Year and maintenance such as for L&F playground could be 
considered. Budget criteria have to be met. 

6. A member of public mentioned that issues they had raised had not been met with police 
interest. They were concerned that one beat officer covering a large area was 
insufficient.  Juliet explained the need for very specific info to be given to the police but 
that this could be brought to the attention of Police /Crime Commissioner at the 
forthcoming round table. Donna has said she wants more bobbies on the beat and she 
has commissioning responsibility.  

7. Andrew raised the previous talks with HCC over the PC’s desire to reduce the B3400 from 
40 to 30mph. The county feedback was that there hadn’t been enough 
accidents/injuries/deaths to take action. There was also an issue with the definition of 
village. Juliet explained there had recently been a big shift in the county on speeding. 
Diccon highlighted our Countryside Access (footpaths/bridleways) project. Juliet 
explained Overton walking group have done accessibility work replacing styles with 
gates. 

8. Maintenance incl. Laverstoke Lane Flooding and storm damage 
8.1 A large pothole has developed opposite 31 Laverstoke Lane Action: report to HCC 
8.2 HCC have been out to clear the 2 Laverstoke Lane drains. They rodded the pipe 

from the drain closer to Batts Row up to a length of 10m. {They called this a 
French Drain}.  The other drain with tank in Millennium Green was cleansed 
completely. They concurred the pipe to this was bowed in middle. We agreed to 
keep an eye on how quickly the water drains off the road now. They could dig an 
open trench into the Millennium Green and fence around it. Action: review and 
consider at next PC meeting. 

8.3 Storm Eunice has damaged 2 power lines. One to the pumping station was 
thought to be particularly dangerous Action: report to HCC.  

8.4 Footpath at Pumping Station was closed off after 4 trees fell in Eunice and created 
large upended rootball that twisted the bridge. Action: follow up with HCC when 
trees are cleared. 
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9. Review of Projects list and Beech Hedge car park plan. The project list was reviewed 
Action: Nicky to update project list. David outlined a plan for the improvement of the 
Beech Hedge car park – clearing of debris and overgrowth from the surface and to repair 
fences with a view to increase the number of usable spaces and improve the appearance 
of the area. He estimates the work will cost £1840 but proposed moving to the quoting 
stage, Jo seconded and all agreed. Action: get quotes 

10. Update on Platinum Jubilee There has been a meeting with volunteers and a draft 
schedule for a celebration on the afternoon and evening of Friday 3rd June. Action: Nicky 
to apply for Lottery Award For All Grant 

11. Review clerk salary – this was moved to confidential item at end of meeting 
12. Climate change – no update 
11. Community Site Updates 

11.1 Pavilion including defib training – a resident has kindly agreed to provide some 
training free of charge. Nicky has asked for a couple of dates. Action: chase up 
Car park letter – Action: Nicky to draft and circulate letter to Laverstoke Lane 
residents asking for their considerate use of the car parks  

11.2 Lady Rose Hall – a replacement water heater for the garden room wash hand 
basin has been installed by Dan Butler/BES and a light switch repaired. Les 
Day/Two-Day Roofing has quoted £650 for roof patching and repairs across the 
LRH roof. David proposed, James seconded and all agreed to go ahead as long as 
it is split 50:50 with Kingfisher. 2 quotes had been received for replacement of 4 
LRH emergency lights. James proposed and Diccon seconded going with the 
cheaper BES quote of £298.68. 

11.3 Archery & tennis incl. latest on tennis lighting. The archers have said they would 
like to explore the idea again of a shelter but not lighting. The PC discussed that 
it would be difficult to win over the community. Action: Nicky to reply advising 
that PC feel any investigations or preliminary assessments would be a waste of 
time. 

12. Finance  
12.1 Feb 22 finance summary 

See below table where items in red are those that have changed over prior 
month (excluding totals). 
Items over £100 ex vat: 
Income: Watership Down Nursery (hire) £708.33; Watership Down Nursery 
(utilities) £268.59;  
Outgoing: Winchester Wood floor (balance of flooring) £1690; Ryan Dickinson 
(plumbing repairs) £455; Rene van-Leeuwen (roof sweep/clear guttering)  
£207.50; GB Gas elec £131.43; B&D (SID management) £690; Clerk Jan Pay 
£402.63 (£362.37PC+£40.26CC) 

12.2 Payments over £250 to approve: Nick Davies, Dan BES SID management). All 
agreed 

12.3 New accounting software for Making Tax Digital VAT compliance. Nicky and 
David have spent time reviewing the best options and recommend cloud-based 
Scribe. None of the packages make it easy to get the level of reporting between 
PC and CC that we want but this was best option. David proposed going with 
Scribe and Andrew seconded. All agreed Action: Set up 30 day trial to start 

13. Correspondence 
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13.1 8 Feb Longhouse works and drains. Info provided by householder was considered 
and discussed. Action: request householder gets inspection by building control, 
checks his permissions and gets cctv camera survey of existing drain. 

13.2 7 Feb Bombay Sapphire response to Jan meeting items. It was queried whether 
the bar was open again to residents Action: Nicky to check. 

14. Planning –  
14.1 21/02596/FUL Freefolk House, Laverstoke Lane, Laverstoke. RG28 7PB Proposal: 

amended plan for erection of a replacement dwelling including new pool room 
and carport. 
David read out a statement that had been made by the applicant. It was 
discussed that new architects had been employed. It was felt the views are more 
coherent than in the previous plans. Although not particularly in keeping with 
local aesthetics neither was the previous 70’s house it replaces. No comments to 
be made but the PC wished to thank the applicant informally for engaging and 
taking on board their previous feedback.  
 

Next PC meeting: 5 April at 7.30pm in Lady Rose Hall.   
 
 
 

Sign……………………………………………Date………………………… 
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Laverstoke & Freefolk Parish Council

Month: Feb Year 2021/22

(Mnth11 of 12)

Income and Expenditure Statement (Cash basis)

Year to Date Full year Year to Date Full year

Actual Budget Actual Budget tbc

£ £ £ £

Precept 9,750                 9,750                 n/a n/a

Grants 337                    334                    -                     

Transfer from CC - Precept contribution 250                    250                    n/a n/a

Donation -                     -                     

Hall Hire - Nursery n/a n/a 7,792                 8,357                  

Hall Hire & deposits - Other n/a n/a 792                    2,925                  

Other Rent (WTC & Archers) n/a n/a 1,943                 1,954                  

WTC 833                    833                     

Archers 1,110                 1,120                  

Other income (Recoveries) 1                        4                        3,039                 3,021                  

WDN -water (71%) 629                    588                     

WDN - Gas & Electric (57%) 1,097                 1,245                  

Kingfisher - insurance 1,313                 1,188                  

Income 10,338               10,338               13,566               16,257                

Salary/Newsletter/utils 4,132                 4,543                 467                    505                      

Training 39                      -                     n/a

Insurance 536                    542                    1,850                 1,869                  

Insurance paid 2,386                 2,411                  

Transferred to PC ( 536) ( 542)

Professional fees 789                    799                    69                      56                        

Grounds Maint. 1,948                 1,418                 288                    500                      

Street Lighting 399                    355                    n/a n/a

Street Furniture 725                    -                     n/a n/a

SID Management 690                    704                    n/a n/a

Other expenses 351                    262                    n/a n/a

Cleaning n/a n/a 8                        200                      

Utilities n/a n/a 2,552                 3,012                  

Gas and electric 1,666                 2,184                  

Water (paid to Kingfisher) 886                    828                     

Equipment n/a n/a 1,245                 -                      

Bldgs Repair/Maint. n/a n/a 4,830                 1,000                  

Bldgs Planned Maint. n/a n/a 459                    864                      

Boiler 183                    200                     

Landlord Gas Safety cert 35                      35                       

Extinguishers and alarm 211                    269                     

Elec: annual duration test 30                      180                     

Elec: Monthly function test -                     180                     

PAT (2 yearly) -                     

other -                     

Rates n/a n/a -                     -                      

Transfer to PC - precept contribution n/a n/a 250                    250                      

Bank charges 16                      10                      

Running costs 9,625                 8,623                 12,028               8,256                  

Grants Made* 1,350                 1,350                 -                     -

Project cost -                     -                      

Net Vat 512                    449-                    

Total Expenditure 11,487               9,973                 11,579               8,256                  

Net income/(cost) 1,150-                 365                    1,987                 8,001                  

As at end: Full year As at end: Full year

Feb Budget Feb Budget

£ £ £ £

Cash reserves

b/f @31.3.21 5,943                 5,753                 59,916               51,121                

Movement 1,150-                 365                    1,987                 8,001                  

Cash reserves c/f 4,793                 6,118                 61,903               59,122                

Parish Council Lady Rose Hall/Community Site


