
  

February 2022 
Snowdrops are blooming, the sun has been shining and January is behind us! And in our 

February edition we've plenty going on... 

 

With a vacancy coming up shortly, we have a call out for anyone interested in becoming a 

Parish Councillor.The Black Arrows are celebrating an anniversary, the police have been 

busy and the Millennium Green have started cartridge recycling. For genealogists there's 

exciting news from Hampshire County Council and for walkers there are plenty of walking 

ideas! 

 

Huge thanks from the Parish Council to Isabella Van Leeuwen - read on for what she has 

been up to on your behalf as part of her Duke of Edinburgh Award. 

 

As we go to press we've just heard there is to be a Millennium Green clear up on Sat 5th 

Feb at 10.30. If you can volunteer please meet by the 5 bar gate at the Millennium Green 

entrance closest to Batts Row. Lime tree growth needs cutting back and the new path 

around the pond needs weeding. Chain saws and trowels will be handy or just turn up! 

   

You can find a link to the monthly Overton News&Views here, a few days after the start of the 

new month. It includes the Overton library opening times. 

  

https://laverstokeandfreefolk.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5a0892f2a31c40d24107d5617&id=1ebefacc99&e=10cf2d489e


 

Upcoming vacancy on 
Parish Council 

Would you like to get more involved in how 

your local parish works? The Parish Council 

are looking for a new Councillor to join over 

the next couple of months. 

 

This could be your opportunity to get 

involved in improving your local area. You 

don't need any particular skill other than 

enthusiasm and a can do attitude. You do 

need to attend monthly PC meetings on the 

1st Tuesday of the month at Lady Rose 

Hall,  from 19.30 - 21.30. You have to be a 

British subject or eligible Commonwealth 

citizen over 18 years of age and live in (or 

within 3 miles of) the parish or work in the 

parish. For a full list of the eligibility criteria 

and details see the B&D website. 

 

If you are interested and would like to know 

more contact parish clerk Nicky Nicklin on 

laverstokeclerk@gmail.com or 07725 

368012.  

 

Diamond Anniversary for 
Black Arrows  

Overton Black Arrows is 60 years old this 

year (Happy Birthday to all the archers!) It's 

been great to see the sport of Archery gain 

interest in the local area and we have a new 

beginners course starting soon. We 

continue to shoot at Laverstoke even in the 

cold and its been great to see many archers 

come along. We also hosted the Winter 

Field League in Kingsclere with a 12 target 

field round. OVBA archers Richard Buckner 

and Steve Allam shot well but the overall 

win went to Dan from Portsmouth shooting 

a longbow. In February we look forward to 

more shooting at Laverstoke, our field 

archery site in Kingsclere and indoors at 

Testbourne School. If you would like more 

information on our events then please ask 

https://laverstokeandfreefolk.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5a0892f2a31c40d24107d5617&id=590edaf960&e=10cf2d489e
mailto:laverstokeclerk@gmail.com


 

Watership open again 

We enjoyed our short break and are back 

open from 31st January - just check out our 

website  www.watershipdowninn.com for 

opening times. 

 

We have some job openings both in the 

Kitchen and Front of House, if you know 

anyone interested in joining our friendly 

team just ask them to drop us an email 

enquiries@watershipdowninn.com.   

 

As always keep in touch via our social 

channels, email or website 

(Facebook,  Instagram or join our email 

updates). 

 

Best wishes 

The Watership Down Inn Team 

or visit our website 

www.overtonblackarrows.org. 

 

Hardy's click & collect 

Happy New Year everyone from Hardy's!  

It maybe a little chilly out there but we are 

OPEN. Please pop to see us at the nursery, 

Tuesday – Friday 10am to 3pm, we have 

plenty of Spring flowering plants for sale. 

We would love to see you, even if you are 

just browsing. Then there’s always ‘click 

and collect’. Visit our website at 

www.hardysplants.co.uk to pre-order 

anything. 
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Tennis in the frost 

We are looking forward to a full range of 

tennis and social events this year including 

our popular Rusty Racquets and Strawberry 

Sunday, provisionally booked for the 2nd 

April and 3rd July respectively. We will be 

kicking off the social events with a 

Progressive Dinner for members on 12th 

March. Other ideas include quiz nights, race 

nights, skittles and local walks. Do follow us 

on Facebook to keep up to date with the 

latest events for members and non-

members as well as other tennis news. 

 

Coaching: Our junior coaching programme 

launches into spring with a special open 

day on Saturday 19th February between 2-

4pm. Open to members and non-members, 

this is a great opportunity to meet the 

coaches and come and try a bit of tennis. 

Coaching sessions are for ½ hour 

dependent on your child’s age. There’s also 

an opportunity for adults to take part too. 

Please book in advance at  Whitchurch 

Tennis Club events 

 

Regular junior coaching continues to take 

place on Saturday mornings with more 

We are looking forward to a wonderful year 

of talks planned by Rosy, she will be 

welcoming guest speakers covering a range 

of topics.  16th March David Hurrion, 

Associate Editor to BBC Gardeners’ World 

magazine, will be here to talk on ‘Nutrition: 

Keeping your garden in great shape’. For 

this and all other talks please visit our 

website.  This is also where you’ll also find 

links to Rosy’s YouTube channel where 

you’ll find plenty of expert advice for your 

garden. 

 

Great Hampshire walk 
ideas  

At this time of year we start to think about 

the mud drying up and getting out to walk in 

the beautiful English Countryside again, but 

where to find new and interesting walks? 

 

Walking in Hampshire has hundreds of walks 

to download and print, free. It also has 

books of walks, details of all the walking 

groups in the county and much more. 

Whether you want to walk on your own or 

with a group all the information is there in 

one place. 

 

John Harris (the custodian of the website) 
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details at  Whitchurch Jnr Tennis Coaching 

 

For adults, the Rusty Raquet (Tennis 

Xpress) course is great for new starters or if 

you are getting back into tennis after a 

break and also runs Saturday mornings for 

both members and non-members. For more 

information and to book, go to Whitchurch 

Adult Tennis Coaching 

 

Regular Mix Ins: We’re a friendly club with 

a good mix of standards from beginners to 

league players. New members are always 

welcome. Come along on to our club mix-in 

on a Saturday afternoon from 2pm to meet 

members and hit a few balls. Tuesday and 

Thursday evenings are Club evenings with 

arranged games and will recommence once 

the light allows. 

 

Teams: We currently have 5 teams 

performing well in local leagues, 2 ladies’ 

teams, 2 mixed teams and 1 mens team.   

 

We hope you will come and play. For more 

information about the club and membership 

forms, please visit our website, follow us on 

Facebook or contact us via Wendy Helsby, 

Secretary – 

secretary@whitchurchtennisclub.org.uk  

 

Hope to see you on court soon. 

said ‘There is so much walking information 

on the web but it is difficult to find. Walking 

in Hampshire  (part of the Walking in 

England website) has brought it together in 

one place so whether you are walking from 

home, or away on holiday, you will be able 

to find a walk suitable for you’. 

 

With walks from half a mile to twelve miles 

plus long, and a note of suitability for 

pushchairs and wheelchairs, everyone can 

find a walk to enjoy. 

 

So home or away, check out the websites 

and get walking! 

 

John Harris 

www.walkinginengland.co.uk 

john@walkinginengland.co.uk 

 

Help with building 
preservation 

We have a new Donations page on the 

Church website 

(https://stmaryslaverstoke.org.uk) if you feel 

you would like to help preserve our lovely 

building. There are some major repairs to 

be done on the roof, as the tiles are sliding 

down and causing water ingress every time 

it rains. Every little helps as the saying 
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Rural police success 

Rural Police have had some very good 

success in apprehending persons involved 

in Wildlife crime in recent weeks. Numerous 

arrests made with the assistance of the 

Police Helicopter which was dispatched 

from RAF Benson. 

Several items that were thrown in the 

bushes were captured by the Thermal 

Imaging camera aboard the helicopter 

which were all located by the Officers on 

foot. Enquiries are ongoing. 

 

 

 

Police warn of an increase in theft from 

vehicles within the Basingstoke Rural area 

in general. Most of these have been from 

Beauty spots.  

Additional advice is being given to consider 

the removal of Parcel shelves in the rear of 

the cars, as well as not leaving items in the 

car itself when away from it.  

Your local Police point of contact is PCSO 

Andrew Jones who is always happy to talk 

in person, phone or TEAMS communication 

goes, so thank you in advance. 

 

A Big Thank You to everyone who supports 

my produce stall by my gate. Last year I 

was able to donate £187 to our two 

churches as a result. 

 

Test Magazine – subscriptions for the year 

(£10) are due, and I hope to collect these 

when I deliver your next issue. If you can 

pay on-line, that would be great just follow 

this St Mary's Overton link. Perhaps you 

could drop me an email to say that you 

have done this so that I don’t pester you? 

Thank you! 

Brenda Bond, Churchwarden, 

bondb@btinternet.com 

 

Anne Robson Helpline 

Introducing the Anne Robson Helpline - 

If you or someone close to you is dying, you 

can talk to us. 

At the Anne Robson Trust we aim to be 

there to listen to anyone who is struggling 

with the imminent death of someone they 

care about. We know that facing the end of 

life can leave you isolated and alone. Calls 

are free and confidential – Call us on 0808 

801 0688 

 

https://laverstokeandfreefolk.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5a0892f2a31c40d24107d5617&id=ee6e8d8e3e&e=10cf2d489e
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platform. 

Andrew Jones, contact email or tel: 101 

 

Useful links: 

 

Your rights after crime 

victimsupport.org.uk 

The code of practice for victims of crime 

Restorative justice 

Hants police crime info pack 

Basingstoke Rural cops twitter 

  

 

HCC agreement with 
Ancestry 

Anyone with Hampshire roots will be able 

to learn more about their ancestors thanks 

to an agreement we’ve made with 

Ancestry®, a global leader in family history.  

Over 500 years of fascinating historic 

documents held at Hampshire Record 

Office are being professionally digitised and 

made available online on Ancestry. The 

records comprise of parish registers and 

probate records and will give insights into 

the lives of everyday people, alongside 

some of Hampshire’s most notable 

residents like Jane Austen, whose baptism 

is included in the collection (1775), as well 

Being able to access support whilst a loved 

one is dying is really important for a number 

of reasons. Gaining knowledge of what may 

happen towards the end and having a 

sense of ‘preparedness’ helps both the 

person dying and their family gain as much 

control as possible. 

 

Please visit 

www.annerobsontrust.org.uk/helpline-service 

to find out more. 

 

Ink cartridge recycling 

The Millennium Green have been busy 

planting new trees - two apples in the 

quiet garden and four cherries in the 

playground abutting the pavilion car park 

fence line! We hope these will provide some 

lovely spring blossom and be productive. As 

you are probably aware the Millennium 

Green is a charity and relies on fundraising 

and donations to maintain our lovely green 

space. 

When you are shopping online please don't 

forget to use easyfundraising and Amazon 

Smile and select Laverstoke & Freefolk 

Millennium Green as your charity of 

choice  - this is really helpful. Alternatively 

for one-off or regular donations you can use 

CAF (Charities Aid Foundation). The links 

to all these are on the Millennium Green 

website 
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as Florence Nightingale’s burial (1910) and 

the births of Oliver Cromwell’s 

grandchildren (from 1653). 

As part of the agreement, access to the 

Ancestry website is now available without 

charge at Hampshire's public libraries and 

there are plans to make it available at the 

Record Office in Winchester. 

 

For more info click here 

 

Bus shelters get 
makeover  

We hope you have noticed the sparkling 

bus shelters. Big thanks are to go to 

Isabella Van Leeuwen for her amazing 

clean up. Isabella has kindly agreed to 

clean all 4 of our bus shelters and bus signs 

as part of her Duke of Edinburgh Award. 

She is doing this over a number of 

weekends and has made a huge difference. 

 

Recycle your old ink cartridges and raise 

funds for our fabulous green at the same 

time. Clare Albert has put an ink cartridge 

recycling bin to the left hand side of 16 

Laverstoke Lane. (Please be aware laser 

and toner cartridges aren’t accepted.) 

Please view the list of accepted cartridges 

here. Thank you for your support! 
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See some of her before and after shots: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Marsden Court bus 
shelter 

What a difference Isabella's made! 

 

 



 

   

PC Meetings 
Note the PC meeting 

has moved to 1st Tues 

of month. Next meeting 

dates -: 

 

1 Feb 

1 March 

5 April 

3 May 

 

Laverstoke and Freefolk 

PC meetings take place 

in Lady Rose Hall 

starting at 7.30pm with 

up to 15 mins public 

time. Anyone is welcome 

to attend to ask 

questions, make 

suggestions or air views 

on local issues during 

the public time. Time will 

be split equally between 

the number of people 

wishing to speak. After 

public time parishioners 

are unable to interrupt 

the Council meeting. 

 

L&F Contacts 
L&Freefolk Facebook  

laverstokeandfreefolk.org.uk 

Newsletter:  

laverstokeclerk@gmail.com 
Lady Rose Hall: 

www.ladyrosehall.co.uk 

  

Bombay Sapphire 

Resident's 

Help Line: 01256 890078 

(& to alert BS you are 

collecting Defibrillator). 

 

Our neighbouring web-sites: 

The Official Whitchurch web site 

The Original Whitchurch web 

site 

Overton Parish Council web site 

Our Local Sports Clubs 

Whitchurch Tennis Club 

Overton Black Arrows Archery 

Club 

Overton Rugby Club 

 

Our Local Day Care Centre: 

Kingfisher Day Care Centre for 

Elderly or 

kingfisherdaycentre@gmail.com 

 

Millennium Green: 

landfreefolkmillenniumgreen 

 

To Report problem with 

 

Parish Council: 
Clerk - Nicky Nicklin (07725 368012) or 
laverstokeclerk@gmail.com 
 
Parish Councillors: 

Bob Hough, Chairman (07990 

570035) 

Jo Probut, Deputy Chairman 

Charlie Seligman 

David Ellis 

James Bretel 

Andrew White 

Diccon Harvey 

 

To email Cllrs:laverstokeclerk@gmail.com  

 

Borough 

Councillors: 

Ian Tilbury 

(cllr.ian.tilbury@basingstoke.gov.uk) 

Colin Phillimore 

(cllr.colin.phillimore@basingstoke.gov.uk) 

Lucie Follett Maitland 

(cllr.lucie.follettmaitland@basingstoke.gov.u

k) 

 

County 

Councillor: 
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Note: no meeting is 

held in August. 

 

L&F Calling 
Tree Contacts 

 

roads, footpaths & verge 

Hantsweb 

To report trees on roads: 

0300 555 1388 

 

Juliet Henderson  

(juliet.henderson@hants.gov.uk) 
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