
 

  

December 2021 
The Parish Council would like to wish everyone the best of season's greetings - Merry 

Christmas to you and your loved ones!  

 

In our Christmas edition there are present ideas from Hardy's Cottage Garden Plants, a 

reminder to get your Bere Mill orders in soon and of course don't forget to use your 

Easyfundraising banner for online shopping - support your village green spaces whilst you 

shop. For those of you who enjoy singing carols, there's plenty of opportunity this year. 

Unfortunately, we've also been given some less good news for local seniors too. For all this 

and more read on... 

 

Whilst writing... We have been tipped off by a local resident that they've received a couple of 

scam calls relating to a company calling about security systems. Please be wary of any cold 

calls. Hopefully all of you with poultry will have seen that from Mon 29 November they must 

be separated from wild birds due to avian flu. See DEFRA declaration for details. Lastly, have 

you noticed that crinkly plastic can now be recycled at Overton Co-op as well as at 

Whitchurch Co-op. 

   

You can find a link to the monthly Overton News&Views here, a few days after the start of the 

new month. It includes the Overton library opening times. 

  

https://laverstokeandfreefolk.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5a0892f2a31c40d24107d5617&id=def77ed733&e=c5df0c4ed7
https://laverstokeandfreefolk.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5a0892f2a31c40d24107d5617&id=7d48ea7e6a&e=c5df0c4ed7


 

Delicious winter with 
Christmas twist 

The Watership Down Inn has a delicious 

winter menu and daily specials with a 

Christmas twist. Don’t forget to book as our 

tables fill up fast. 

 

Our Christmas opening times are live on 

our website, plus we have some bedrooms 

available over the festive period on a bed-

only basis. If you have friends or family that 

need a bed for the night just email Nat on 

enquiries@watershipdowninn.com. 

 

As always keep in touch via our social 

channels, email or website 

(Facebook,  Instagram or join our email 

updates). 

 

Best wishes 

The Watership Down Inn Team 

 

Sad news of closure  

Laverstoke & Freefolk Senior Citizens: 

1963-2021 

 

It is with much sadness that I write to you all 

with respect to the Laverstoke and Freefolk 

Senior Citizens Club. 

 

Due to the on-going Covid pandemic, we 

are still unable to hold Coffee Mornings to 

raise funds for our activities, safely. After 

much thought and consideration we, as a 

Committee, have decided to close the 

Senior Citizens Club. The committee are 

not getting any younger and find it difficult 

to organise and prepare for all the activities. 

 

The Club has been around since 1963 

when, during a prolonged snow storm, 

some local people got together and 

organised a Valentines Dance in the 

Village. The objective was to raise proceeds 

so all the Senior Citizens could be given a 

bag of coal. The surplus cash was used for 

a tea party. Since then various people in the 

community have been members of the 

Committee and over the years we have 

https://laverstokeandfreefolk.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5a0892f2a31c40d24107d5617&id=a56a4bf5c7&e=c5df0c4ed7
mailto:enquiries@watershipdowninn.com
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Christmas at St Mary's 

Carols By Candlelight on Sunday 12th 

December at 6 p.m. followed by our 

traditional mulled wine and mince pies. 

Please do join us for a great start to 

Christmas celebrations. Please follow the 

signs and park considerately. 

 

Carols on the Green on Sunday 19th 

December at 3 p.m. Another chance to sing 

your favourite carols and enjoy yet more 

mulled wine and mince pies on the 

Millennium Green. Absolutely everyone is 

invited. 

. 

Christmas Day – Family Communion at 

9.30 a.m. at St Mary’s. Don your Christmas 

jumpers and come along to celebrate the 

birth of Jesus. 

 

St Nicholas Memory Tree 

The Memory Tree is up and running in St 

Nicholas Church, raising much need funds 

for the Churches Conservation Trust. If you 

are passing, why not pop in and, for a small 

donation, hang a tag on the tree in memory 

of a loved oone? 

Brenda Bond, Churchwarden 

arranged various activities. These included 

trips to the seaside, coach trips for 

afternoon teas with one held on the 

Newbury Canal. More latterly, Garden 

Parties have been hosted in beautiful local 

gardens and surroundings. We had a 

Christmas Party every year in the Portals 

Sports and Social Club where the 

Committee would dress up on a theme. 

Since its closure we have arranged 

Christmas lunches in the Watership Down 

Inn.  All the funds for these events were 

raised through our Coffee Mornings (and 

some grant support from the Parish 

Council.). Thank you all for your support 

over the years - it has been much 

appreciated. 

 

Any surplus funds we have, will be donated 

to The Kingfisher Day Centre, in 

Laverstoke, a very worthy cause. 

 

Once again from myself and my committee, 

we are very sad to announce this, and wish 

you all well. 

Mady Oram and all the Committee 

Members, past and present. 

 



 

Rusty Racquet courses  

Lots of tennis continues through the autumn 

and into winter and there’s still time to join 

the club. Membership of the club has 

reduced further until the end of March 2022, 

with a family membership, for example 

reducing to £65.63 for two adults and 

children under 18 or in full-time education.   

 

We’re a friendly club with a good mix of 

standards from beginners to league players. 

Come along on to our club mix-in on a 

Saturday afternoon from 2pm to meet 

members and hit a few balls. 

 

If it’s a while since you last played, or you 

are relatively new to tennis, there are Rusty 

Racquet courses (Tennis Xpress) running 

on Thursdays between 11.30am-12.30pm 

and Saturdays 11-12noon. These courses 

are open to members and non-members. 

For more information and to book, go to 

Whitchurch Adult Tennis Coaching 

 

For your children, regular junior coaching 

takes place on Thursdays after school and 

Saturday mornings during term time. Places 

can be booked at Whitchurch Jnr Tennis 

Happy Christmas from 
Black Arrows 

The Overton Black Arrows archery club 

would like to wish the residents of 

Laverstoke and Freefolk a Happy Christmas 

and New Year. 

 

Its been a good year for Archery in the UK, 

we have seen British Olympic Archer 

Bryony Pitman finish in the Top 10 female 

archers at the Tokyo Olympics, the UK's top 

Mens recurve archer, Patrick Huston, 

claimed a new national record for an indoor 

round called a Portsmouth and we have 

seen one of own field archers, Ollie Hicks, 

claim a junior barebow world record for an 

indoor round! 

 

At OvBA Richard Buckner and Steve Allam 

have claimed medals in both target and 

field shoots and Tony Reynolds won our 

summer challenge. We were delighted that 

30 new archers attended our beginners 

courses and there are 45 people waiting to 

take up archery next year.   

 

We would like to thank Maurice Berridge 

who was voted by club members to receive 

the Presidents Medal for the great job he 

does looking after the Laverstoke range. 

Archery is regarded as a good sport to help 

with both mental and physical health and is 

available to people of all abilities. If you 

would like to know more about us please 

have a look at 

overtonblackarrows.org or message us at the 
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Coaching Holiday camps will return in the 

February half term so look out for details in 

the new year. 

 

Outside of tennis, we have entered the 

Whitchurch Christmas Tree Festival – see if 

you can spot our entry, whilst supporting 

the Children’s Society.  

 

For more information about the club and 

membership forms, please visit our website, 

follow us on Facebook or contact us via 

Wendy Helsby, Secretary – 

secretary@whitchurchtennisclub.org.uk  

 

Wishing all our members and local 

residents a very happy Christmas and a 

great 2022. Hope to see you on court in the 

new year if not before 😊. 

 

Bere Mill Christmas 
orders 

Time is running out. Don't miss out on your 

Christmas order this year. Orders for 

Walters Turkeys and Capons will close on 

Sunday December 5th. Please be aware 

that Turkey sales have been high this year 

and some sizes are now limited in number. 

 

All other Bere Mill Christmas orders will 

close on Sunday 12th December. 

 

club. 

  

 

Hardy's Christmas ideas  

We are looking forward to welcoming 

everyone who will be at one of our 

Christmas wreath making workshops.   All 

four are fully booked but don’t worry, we will 

be fully covid compliant.  

 

Struggling with what to get for the gardener 

in your family for Christmas? Pop up here 

and you’ll find several ideas for 

presents.  What about one of our seed 

collections, snips, bulbs, gift voucher?  A 

hellebore is not only a great natural table 

decoration, at this time of year it can also 

be planted outside afterwards for a spot of 

colour. 

 

Now is also the time to think about mulching 

your borders with compost.  As well as keep 

the ground warmer for longer, it will 

suppress the weeds and give the border a 

good feed. 

  

Thank you all for your support over what is 

still a challenging time for everyone, and we 

would like to wish you all a very Merry 

Christmas and Happy New Year.   
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Order online at beremillfarm.co.uk or pop in 

to to the shop to grab an order form 

 

Opening times in December 

The butchery will be open... 

Friday 3rd December 12-7pm 

Saturday 4th December 10-2pm 

Friday 10th December 12-7pm 

Saturday 11th December 10-2pm 

Friday 17th December 12-7pm 

Saturday 18th December 10-2pm 

Christmas week: 

Tuesday 21st December 10-5pm 

Wednesday 22nd December 10-5pm 

Thursday 23rd December 10-7pm 

Friday 24th December (Christmas Eve) 8-

1pm 

 

Please be aware that the butchery will then 

close until the week beginning 17th 

January. 

 

Merry Christmas from the Bere Mill Team! 

 

 

Easyfundraising for 
Millennium Green 

We've had a reminder to shop locally 

where possible in the run up to 

Christmas. However, if you are buying 

online please download the 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/ banner 

so you can raise money for the Millennium 

Green at the same time, at no cost to 

yourself.  

 

Also, it's time to start thinking about your 

teams for the fundraising quiz taking place 

again in February. It is most likely to be on 

Saturday 6th but we'll keep you updated. 

Put it in your diaries and keep an eye on the 

L&F facebook page and notice boards.  

 

 

 

   

PC Meetings 
Note the PC meeting 

has moved to 1st Tues 

of month. Next meeting 

dates -: 

 

L&F Contacts 
L&Freefolk Facebook  

laverstokeandfreefolk.org.uk 

Newsletter:  

laverstokeclerk@gmail.com 

 

Parish Council: 
Clerk - Nicky Nicklin (07725 368012) or 
laverstokeclerk@gmail.com 
 
Parish Councillors: 

https://laverstokeandfreefolk.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5a0892f2a31c40d24107d5617&id=2b33d568f5&e=c5df0c4ed7
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7 Dec 

4 Jan 

1 Feb 

1 March 

 

Laverstoke and Freefolk 

PC meetings take place 

in Lady Rose Hall 

starting at 7.30pm with 

up to 15 mins public 

time. Anyone is welcome 

to attend to ask 

questions, make 

suggestions or air views 

on local issues during 

the public time. Time will 

be split equally between 

the number of people 

wishing to speak. After 

public time parishioners 

are unable to interrupt 

the Council meeting. 

Note: no meeting is 

held in August. 

Lady Rose Hall: 

www.ladyrosehall.co.uk 

  

Bombay Sapphire 

Resident's 

Help Line: 01256 890078 

(& to alert BS you are 

collecting Defibrillator). 

 

Our neighbouring web-sites: 

The Official Whitchurch web site 

The Original Whitchurch web 

site 

Overton Parish Council web site 

Our Local Sports Clubs 

Whitchurch Tennis Club 

Overton Black Arrows Archery 

Club 

Overton Rugby Club 

 

Our Local Day Care Centre: 

Kingfisher Day Care Centre for 

Elderly or 

kingfisherdaycentre@gmail.com 

 

Millennium Green: 

landfreefolkmillenniumgreen 

 

To Report problem with 

roads, footpaths & verge 

Hantsweb 

To report trees on roads: 

0300 555 1388 

 

Bob Hough, Chairman (07990 

570035) 

Jo Probut, Deputy Chairman 

Charlie Seligman 

David Ellis 

James Bretel 

Andrew White 

Diccon Harvey 

 

To email Cllrs:laverstokeclerk@gmail.com  

 

Borough 

Councillors: 

Ian Tilbury 

(cllr.ian.tilbury@basingstoke.gov.uk) 

Colin Phillimore 

(cllr.colin.phillimore@basingstoke.gov.uk) 

Lucie Follett Maitland 

(cllr.lucie.follettmaitland@basingstoke.gov.u

k) 

 

County 

Councillor: 

Juliet Henderson  

(juliet.henderson@hants.gov.uk) 
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L&F Calling 
Tree Contacts 
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