
 

  

Laverstoke and Freefolk News&Views September 2021 
As we roll gently into Autumn with the golden fields around us, now is a great time to reflect 

on the amazing area that we live in. Indeed, Basingstoke and Deane Borough council have 

been re-appraising the Laverstoke & Freefolk Conservation Area. The resulting draft 

appraisal and management plan has now arrived. For more info see below and put either 

the 9th Sept zoom meeting or 11th Sept Lady Rose Hall drop in session into your diary! 

 

In other news, Watership Down Inn is officially excellent, our sports' clubs remain active and 

Basingstoke Voluntary Action is coordinating support ideas for Afghan evacuees. 

 

Also please watch out for another road closure at the Priory Lane junction with the B3400. 

The closure is to repair a manhole frame and cover. The closure order will come into effect 

on 15 September 2021 for 3 months (but it is  expected the closure will be for 1 day only 

between the hours of 09:00 - 17:00!) As always the specific date will be weather dependent. 

 

Can we also take this opportunity to remind residents that they cannot run businesses from 

the Parish Council car parks. 

   

You can find a link to the monthly Overton News&Views here, a few days after the start of the 

new month. It includes the Overton library opening times. 

  

http://overtonparishcouncil.gov.uk/parish-council/overton-news-views/


 

Conservation area 
feedback sessions 

All residents who live within the Laverstoke 

& Freefolk Conservation area should have 

had a letter from Basingstoke & Deane 

Borough Council about the draft 

conservation appraisal and management 

plan. This is important as our local area is 

designated to protect its amazing 

architectural and historic interest. 

 

The link to the new plan that replaces the 

existing appraisal is here: 

www.basingstoke.gov.uk/laverstoke-review 

 

A drop-in session with the conservation 

area appraisal officer will be held on Zoom 

on Thursday 9th September 18.00-20.00 

hours. Please contact Nicky Nicklin at 

Laverstoke and Freefolk Parish on 

laverstokeclerk@gmail.com to register and 

get the Zoom code. Alternatively contact 

elaine.walters@basingstoke.gov.uk 

 

For those of you who would like to see the 

maps and information in hardcopy the PC 

will also run a drop in session in Lady Rose 

Hall on Sat 11th Sept at 9.30 - 11.30 a.m.  

 

 

Pub is TripAdvisor 
Excellent! 

We’re proud to announce that we’ve been 

awarded the TripAdvisor Certificate of 

Excellence 2021, this has put a smile on all 

the team's faces! Thank you to everyone 

that has reviewed us and for visiting us. 

 

Not only that, we’ve also been working hard 

at cutting down single plastic use at the 

pub, we’re not perfect by any means but 

every step counts. We’re really pleased to 

announce that we are officially a Plastic 

Free Champion, thanks to Sustainable 

Overton and Surfers Against Sewage. 

 

As always keep in touch via our social 

channels, email or website 

(Facebook,  Instagram or join our email 

updates). 

 

Best Wishes 

The Watership Down Inn Team 

https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/laverstoke-review
mailto:laverstokeclerk@gmail.com
mailto:elaine.walters@basingstoke.gov.uk
https://www.facebook.com/sustainableoverton/
https://www.facebook.com/sustainableoverton/
https://www.facebook.com/SurfersAgainstSewage/
https://www.facebook.com/Watershipdowninn/
https://www.instagram.com/watershipdowninn/
https://www.watershipdowninn.com/contact
https://www.watershipdowninn.com/contact


Included in the draft are 3 major 

additions/changes requested by the Parish 

Council. That: 

Wool Down Wood, on the south side of the 

B3400 and within the historic grade II listed 

Laverstoke Park, should be included 

within the conservation area. 

 

Batts Meadow, Millennium Green and 

Laverstoke sports/play area should be 

included in the Laverstoke character area 3. 

They are also in the Grade II historic park 

(see Historic England website) but are also 

integrally tied to the houses in Laverstoke 

and are part of the character of this 

particular area. 

  

Watch Lane area of 44 - 46 Home Farm 

should be added to the conservation area 

within Laverstoke Park character area 4 as 

these were significantly the laundry, 

carpenters and gamekeepers properties for 

Laverstoke Park. 

  

If the public consultation demonstrates 

support for the draft 

Supplementary Planning Document, B&D 

can then adopt it formally and make any 

changes to the conservation area boundary. 

Please, therefore, take time to review the 

info and complete the B&D survey online or 

give us your feedback at the drop in 

sessions. This is important for the 

conservation of our unique area. 

 

Harvest Festival 

Our Communion service on 5th September 

at 9 am will be the final service at St 

Nicholas Church this year. 

 

Harvest Festival is taking place at St Mary’s 

Church on Sunday 26th September. This is 

a great family-friendly service and everyone 

is invited. The church will be beautifully 

decorated with flowers and produce which 

we give to Kingfisher Day Centre. All non-

perishables will go to Andover Food Bank. If 

you have any spare produce that you would 

like to donate, please let me know or leave 

your offerings in the church porch or by my 

back door. Pimms and canapes will be 

served after the service, so please do 

come. 

Brenda Bond, bondb@btinternet.com or tel: 

01256 895594 

https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1000473
https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/laverstoke-review
mailto:bondb@btinternet.com


 

Tennis 'Have a go' 3pm 
Saturdays 

Don’t Panic!! Given the mixed weather this 

summer, we have been fortunate that lots of 

play has continued, including the junior 

holiday camps during the first two weeks in 

August.   

 

Our junior programme is delivered by JG 

Tennis and as well as holiday camps, 

regular junior coaching takes place on 

Thursdays after school and Saturday 

mornings during term time.  New courses 

start from Thursday 9th September and 

places can be booked at Whitchurch Tennis 

Coaching 

 

As the nights draw in, we are working to 

reduce the impact of the lights. The end 

lights are being turned in so that they are 

directed into the courts and we are adapting 

the cowls to minimise any glare.  Thank you 

for your patience. 

 

If watching tennis this summer has inspired 

you to pick up your racquet, a good time to 

come and meet members from the club and 

have a go, is our Saturday mix in, which 

 

Archers' olympic boost 

Archery continues at a pace at our range in 

Laverstoke. It's been great to see many 

more of our members return to the sport. 

We are currently running a summer 

competition and are very pleased to see 

some of our new archers taking part and 

leading the event! 

 

On the 15th August five of our members 

took part in the Hampshire and Southern 

Counties 3D Championships with Richard 

Buckner finishing 2nd, Steve Allam 4th and 

Rob Aldridge 5th for recurve bows. Steve 

Baker was 4th in the compound and Jodie 

Bucker came 1st in the U18 category.   

 

Our next beginners course starts in 

September and we are already full. We 

have received a lot of interest since the 

Olympics and have 20 beginners joining us 

to learn the sport.  If you have any 

https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/WhitchurchTennisCoaching/Coaching/Junior
https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/WhitchurchTennisCoaching/Coaching/Junior


takes place from 3pm on Saturdays, 

weather permitting at our courts in 

Laverstoke. 

 

We are also now starting to arrange social 

events for members starting on 18th 

September with a family BBQ between 3-

7pm. All ages and abilities welcome to 

come along and have a hit whilst enjoying a 

BBQ and refreshments. Further dates for 

the diary are 30th October for a Progressive 

Dinner and an Annual Dinner on Saturday 

27th November. Look out on our webpage 

and Facebook for more details soon. 

 

For more information about the club and 

membership forms, please visit our website, 

follow us on Facebook or contact us via 

Wendy Helsby, Secretary – 

secretary@whitchurchtennisclub.org.uk  

Hope to see you on court soon. 

 

questions about the club or Archery please 

email secretary@overtonblackarrows.org or 

have a look at our website 

 

BVA coordinates Afghan 
evacuees support 

Given the current situation that has 

unfolded in Afghanistan, local residents are 

enquiring how they might be able to provide 

donations or offers of support in other ways 

to Afghan evacuees who may end up being 

settled either within the borough or 

neighbouring parts of Hampshire. 

  

In order to ensure that residents have the 

opportunity to support in a safe, coordinated 

and effective way Basingstoke Voluntary 

Action (BVA) has created a central 

mechanism for local residents to register an 

‘expression of support’  to say what items 

they have to donate or offers of support 

they’d like to provide. The expression of 

support form along with details on how 

residents can help can be found on 

the  BVA dedicated webpage  

  

http://www.whitchurchtennisclub.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/Whitchurch-Tennis-Club-155235541279178
mailto:secretary@whitchurchtennisclub.org.uk
mailto:secretary@overtonblackarrows.org
http://www.overtonblackarrows.org/
https://www.bvaction.org.uk/afghanhelp/


 

   

PC Meetings 
Next meeting dates: 

14 Sep 

12 Oct 

09 Nov 

14 Dec 

 

Laverstoke and Freefolk 

PC meetings take place 

in Lady Rose Hall 

starting at 7.30pm with 

up to 15 mins public 

time. Anyone is welcome 

to attend to ask 

questions, make 

suggestions or air views 

on local issues during 

the public time. Time will 

be split equally between 

the number of people 

wishing to speak. After 

public time parishioners 

are unable to interrupt 

the Council meeting. 

Note: no meeting is 

held in August. 

 

L&F Contacts 
L&Freefolk Facebook  

laverstokeandfreefolk.org.uk 

Newsletter:  

laverstokeclerk@gmail.com 
Lady Rose Hall: 

www.ladyrosehall.co.uk 

  

Bombay Sapphire 

Resident's 

Help Line: 01256 890078 

(& to alert BS you are 

collecting Defibrillator). 

 

Our neighbouring web-sites: 

The Official Whitchurch web site 

The Original Whitchurch web 

site 

Overton Parish Council web site 

Our Local Sports Clubs 

Whitchurch Tennis Club 

Overton Black Arrows Archery 

Club 

Overton Rugby Club 

 

Our Local Day Care Centre: 

Kingfisher Day Care Centre for 

Elderly or 

kingfisherdaycentre@gmail.com 

 

Millennium Green: 

landfreefolkmillenniumgreen 

 

To Report problem with 

 

Parish Council: 
Clerk - Nicky Nicklin (07725 368012) or 
laverstokeclerk@gmail.com 
 
Parish Councillors: 

Bob Hough, Chairman (07990 

570035) 

Jo Probut, Deputy Chairman 

Charlie Seligman 

David Ellis 

James Bretel 

Andrew White 

Diccon Harvey 

 

To email Cllrs:laverstokeclerk@gmail.com  

 

Borough 

Councillors: 

Ian Tilbury 

(cllr.ian.tilbury@basingstoke.gov.uk) 

Colin Phillimore 

(cllr.colin.phillimore@basingstoke.gov.uk) 

Lucie Follett Maitland 

(cllr.lucie.follettmaitland@basingstoke.gov.u

k) 

 

County 

Councillor: 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/128113000596294/
http://www.laverstokeandfreefolk.org.uk/
mailto:laverstokeclerk@gmail.com
http://www.ladyrosehall.co.uk/
http://laverstokeandfreefolk.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5a0892f2a31c40d24107d5617&id=664ece71e1&e=c5df0c4ed7
http://laverstokeandfreefolk.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5a0892f2a31c40d24107d5617&id=3a3823d288&e=c5df0c4ed7
http://laverstokeandfreefolk.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5a0892f2a31c40d24107d5617&id=3a3823d288&e=c5df0c4ed7
http://www.overtonparishcouncil.gov.uk/
http://laverstokeandfreefolk.us5.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=5a0892f2a31c40d24107d5617&id=7955e2a8e5&e=c5df0c4ed7
http://www.overtonblackarrows.org/
http://www.overtonblackarrows.org/
http://laverstokeandfreefolk.us5.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=5a0892f2a31c40d24107d5617&id=0de652f337&e=c5df0c4ed7
http://www.kingfisherdaycentre.org/community/the-kingfisher-day-centre-12842/about-us
http://www.kingfisherdaycentre.org/community/the-kingfisher-day-centre-12842/about-us
mailto:kingfisherdaycentre@gmail.com
http://laverstokeandfreefolkmillenniumgreen.org.uk/
mailto:laverstokeclerk@gmail.com
mailto:laverstokeclerk@gmail.com
mailto:cllr.ian.tilbury@basingstoke.gov.uk
mailto:cllr.colin.phillimore@basingstoke.gov.uk
mailto:cllr.lucie.follettmaitland@basingstoke.gov.uk
mailto:cllr.lucie.follettmaitland@basingstoke.gov.uk


 

L&F Calling 
Tree Contacts 

 

roads, footpaths & verge 

Hantsweb 

To report trees on roads: 

0300 555 1388 

 

Juliet Henderson  

(juliet.henderson@hants.gov.uk) 
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https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/roadmaintenance/roadproblems
mailto:juliet.henderson@hants.gov.uk
mailto:laverstokeclerk@gmail.com

