
  

Newsletter June 2021 
Summer has arrived at last! And June looks to be another month with lots to look forward to. 

As well as the Hampshire Country & Garden Festival on 27th June at Bere Mill, we have the 

opening of our revamped pond pathway on 17th June. There's only a day to go before the 

pub launches its new summer menu and the Save Every Drop campaign is launched in 

Laverstoke and Freefolk. And it's not too late to visit Hardy's Festival Garden designed for 

what was to be their last Chelsea Show. For all this and more read on... 

 

The June PC meeting is on Tues 22nd June in Lady Rose Hall at 7.30 p.m. i.e. face-to-face! 

We also look forward to opening up Lady Rose Hall again for evening and weekend hire 

from 21st June (subject of course to Government guidance.) 

 

Whilst emailing, can we please remind everyone to park considerately. Please don’t park too 

close to junctions, across dropped curbs or bumped up on the pavement. This blocks 

access for those with pushchairs, walking frames, wheelchairs etc. Thank you. 

   

You can find a link to the monthly Overton News&Views here, a few days after the start of the 

new month. It includes the Overton library opening times. 
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New menu this week! 

What a wet and blustery May - thank goodness 

we have been able to welcome you inside the 

Watership Down Inn! As more people are 

beginning to socialise, we are launching a new 

summer menu on the 4th June, hopefully in 

line with this brighter & warmer weather. See 

you soon and please don’t forget to book as 

the tables fill up fast! 

 

As always, keep in touch via our social 

channels, email and website (Facebook, 

Instagram or join our email updates.) 

 

7 million takeaway cups 
trashed every day! 

If you head east for your coffee fix then the 

following is great news...Overton has launched 

 

Pond path opening 17th 
June 

You may have noticed the area around 

the pond has been given a makeover. 

Thanks to the wonderful work of the 

Watercress & Winterbourne's project 

team in partnership with the Millennium 

Green, access to and visibility of the 

pond has been improved. There is now a 

lovely wooden dipping platform, bench 

and a path around the side of the pond.  

 

We are having a little opening 

celebration at the pond side on Thursday 

17th June at 6.30pm. Everyone is 

welcome to join us to formally open the 

area. Please just come along to find out 

about our future plans for the area, how 

to get involved and learn more about the 

wider Hampshire & Isle of White Wildlife 

Trust river improvements project. There'll 

be the opportunity to see some pond 

dipping in action and review the 

invertebrate wildlife. You will be 

surprised at what lurks in the depths (or 

in this case the shallows!) 

 

We would like to take the opportunity to 

thank our Community Catchments 

Officer, Maggie Shelton for her amazing 
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a refill scheme to help reduce this impact on 

the environment. All you have to do is make 

sure your buy your takeaway hot or cold drink 

in one of these lovely brightly coloured 

takeaway cups, pay a deposit of £1, and take it 

back next time or drop it into one of the 

participating shops and you will get your 

deposit back - you don’t even have to wash it 

up!  

 

Cafe Pueblo, Wilson and Sons Greengrocers, 

Preston’s coffee shop and Honesty Overton are all 

part of the scheme. 

 

Enjoy your drink knowing that you’re not 

contributing to 7 million cups thrown away 

every day!  

 

Back to busy for the 
archers 

May was a busy month for the archers. We 

continue the return to shooting with the 

Archery GB “reopening weekend”. OvBA took 

part in a virtual competition with 4 of our 

archers shooting a National Round. We came 

9th out of 18 with two archers shooting in an 

event for the first time. Well done Richard, 

Hannah, Tremaine and Mike. We also 

support and work.  

Phil Nicklin, Chairman Millennium 

Green. 

 

Parish gets opportunity 
to save water! 

Save Every Drop project is now open 

and you can boost your water-saving 

efforts with a home advice visit! Eligible 

homes can get water-saving devices and 

help finding small leaks – all for free. 

(You should be eligible if both your fresh 

and waste water is managed by 

Southern Water!) You could even win 

£500 off your water bill 💧 💰.  

 

This is part of the Hampshire Wildlife 

Trust's Watercress and Winterbournes 

programme that we have been 

supporting and L&F is one of the first 

areas to get involved. Much of 

Hampshire's water is drawn from a chalk 

aquifer deep below ground, in a process 

called 'abstraction'. But we aren't the 

only ones using this hidden store: our 
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completed our beginners course with 8 new 

archers joining the club. 

 

At the end of May we hosted the All British 

Field Archery Tournament at our Field Archery 

range in Kingsclere, it's regarded as one of the 

best courses in the country and we had 4 

Archery GB team members who are going to 

Tokyo taking part. It was a good opportunity for 

the rest of us to see how we compared! 

 

If you are interested in Archery and want to 

know more please have a look at our website 

overtonblackarrows.org. 

 

Our next beginners course is in September, 

you can sign up on our website. 

 

Works at St Nicholas 

Some of you may have been wondering what 

was happening at St Nicholas Church recently, 

given the scaffolding on the spire. Well, I am 

assured the spire in undergoing some painting 

and purely routine maintenance that takes 

place every few years. The church is managed 

by the Churches Conservation Trust and this 

maintenance was very kindly supported by a 

local benefactor. 

beautiful chalk streams also rely on it for 

a water supply, and their wonderful 

wildlife can suffer if there isn't enough to 

go around.... We need to make sure we 

leave a fair share of water for nature! For 

more info and to sign up 

visit www.hiwwt.org.uk/saveeverydrop 

 

Riverbank Photography Competition - 

For centuries, the chalk streams that 

feed the Rivers Test and Itchen have 

inspired residents and visitors alike. This 

Watercress & Winterbournes 

Photography Competition is seeking 

images that capture the unique qualities 

of these spaces. 

 

Whether you're a camera whizz or a 

smartphone snapper don't hesitate to get 

involved. There are four main categories 

that you can enter: Heritage, Landscape, 

People, and Wildlife. Community Choice 

and Young Photographer (under 18) 

prizes are also up for grabs. Winners 

could receive up to £75 of photography 

gift vouchers. The competition is free to 

enter and open to Hampshire residents 

who are not professional photographers. 

 

The competition closes on 31 August 

2021 (please note this was recently 

extended due to Covid restrictions). Full 

terms of entry can be found on our 

website 
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Given the small size of the church and Covid 

social distancing requirements, it has been 

impossible to run the usual 'first Sunday of the 

month' services. However we have fingers 

crossed that the Sunday 4th July will see 

resumption of this regular service. 

 

  

Thanks to..... 

Julia Chedgey and granddaughter, Aoife Boyd, 

who were spotted helping Gill Baker with the 

LRH front garden last month. Thanks Gill for 

keeping on top of this - it continues to look 

stunning! 

 

On the 15th May we had a good turnout for the 

village clear up. There are too many people to 

mention by name but we couldn't have done it 

without you all. The hedge at the end of the 

kick-about-court was thoroughly weeded and 

actually appears to have started growing this 

year! Two dips in the playground where trees 

had been removed were filled, green waste 

was removed from the Quiet Garden and the 

playground bench put back together. Special 

thanks should go to David Ellis for his 

wonderful renovation of the bench seat. This 

should now last a good few years! 

 

 

Tennis activities 

 Although May has brought more mixed 

weather, we have fortunately still had 

good opportunities to play. It’s time to 

renew your membership if you haven’t 

already. Fees for 2021/22 have 25% off, 

so great value at £60 for an adult 

membership and £131.25 for family 

membership. 

With the easing of restrictions, our junior 

coaching programmes have kicked off. 

Successful tennis camps were run in the 

first week of the Easter holidays. Camps 

are running again this week during half 

term and Summer dates are to be 

published soon. Regular junior coaching 

classes are now taking place on 

Thursdays after school and Saturday 

mornings. To find out more information 

and to book, please click here  

 

We have been able to reinstate our 
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If you think there is someone within the parish 

that we should be thanking please email: 

laverstokeclerk@gmail.com. 

 

Hardy's 'Chelsea' garden 

We hope everyone managed to visit the 

wonderful garden designed for Chelsea at 

Saturday afternoon mix-in, open to all 

abilities and are now able to plan for 

COVID-safe events this year. Keep the 

date of 4th July for Strawberry Sunday 

on the middle Sunday of Wimbledon. 

Tennis and strawberries – what more 

could you want? More details in next 

month’s edition and on Facebook. 

 

For more information about the club and 

membership forms, please visit our 

website, follow us on Facebook or contact 

us via Wendy Helsby, Secretary – 

secretary@whitchurchtennisclub.org.uk  

 

Hope to see you on court soon. 

 

Buzzing on the 
playground fence 

Jo Probut has an eye for bees and 

recently spotted this swarm buzzing on 

the playground fence. Beekeeper, Will 

Jones, caught them and has 

successfully created a colony in a new 

hive. 
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Hardy's - what a treasure on our doorstep! If 

not, it is not too late. The garden is open until 

Sunday 6th June and is still looking amazing 

despite the mad range of weather experienced 

over the last three weeks.You need to book a 

timed ticket here  

 

Speaking to Rob Hardy today they have 

already raised nearly £8000 for Naomi House 

and Jacksplace childrens' hospices. And they 

were most excited to have been awarded their 

premier gold medal - made by the children 

themselves! 

 

 

 

  

 

   

PC Meetings 
Next meeting dates: 

 

22 Jun - back in LRH! 

13 July 

14 Sep 

12 Oct 

 

Laverstoke and Freefolk 

PC meetings start at 

7.30pm with up to 15 mins 

public time. Anyone is 

welcome to attend to ask 

questions, make 

suggestions or air views 

 

L&F Calling 
Tree contacts 

 

Contacts  

L&Freefolk Facebook  

laverstokeandfreefolk.org.uk 

Nicky Nicklin, Parish Clerk: Tel. 

07725 368012 email:  
laverstokeclerk@gmail.com 
Bob Hough, PC Chairman: Tel. 

07990 570035 email: 
laverstokeclerk@gmail.com 

Newsletter:  

laverstokeclerk@gmail.com 
Lady Rose Hall: 

www.ladyrosehall.co.uk 

  

Bombay Sapphire Resident's 

Help Line: 01256 890078 

(Also use to alert BS security you 
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on local issues during the 

public time. Time will be 

split equally between the 

number of people wishing 

to speak. After public time 

parishioners are unable to 

interrupt the Council 

meeting. Note: no 

meeting is held in 

August. 

 

 

Contacts 
Our Local Day Care Centre: 

Kingfisher Day Care Centre for 

Elderly or 

kingfisherdaycentre@gmail.com 

 

Millennium Green: 

landfreefolkmillenniumgreen 

 

To Report problem with roads, 

footpaths & verge 

Hantsweb 

To report trees on roads: 

0300 555 1388 

 

are collecting Defibrillator). 

 

Our neighbouring web-sites: 

The Official Whitchurch web site 

The Original Whitchurch web site 

Overton Parish Council web site 

Our Local Sports Clubs 

Whitchurch Tennis Club 

Overton Black Arrows Archery Club 

Overton Rugby Club 
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