
  

Newsletter July 2021 
June has been quite a social month, in a distanced sort of way, but has at least enabled us 

to view some light at the end of the tunnel. Talking of tunnels, we have plenty of roadworks 

and underpasses to dodge in the near future. The Parish has been gifted an interesting 

piece of local mill history and we've had a celebratory event to mark the opening of our 

pond. The club's have been active as has the Parish Council and don't forget to rein in on 

your use of plastic this month and then hopefully longterm. For all this and more read on... 

 

Can we please ask residents to refrain from parking in the pavilion car park. Please park in 

the car park directly off Laverstoke Lane. Thank you. 

 

And just as we go to print.... we have heard that the Hampshire Country & Garden Festival 

raised a jawdropping £72,000 at the event over last weekend. This will enable the 

Hampshire Medical Fund to purchase 8 Resuscitaires for the neonatal/midwifery units at 

Basingstoke, Winchester and Andover hospitals. Well done to all the volunteers that 

contributed to this fantastic result. 

   

You can find a link to the monthly Overton News&Views here, a few days after the start of the 

new month. It includes the Overton library opening times. 

  

http://overtonparishcouncil.gov.uk/parish-council/overton-news-views/


 

Steering through maze 
of roadworks! 

We seem to be having lots of scheduled 

road closures coming up some due to 

resurfacing and some Openreach works. 

Here's hoping the A3030 underpass 

bridge works on the Overton road hasn't 

caught you out. It's quite a diversion if you 

are heading east and it looks likely to 

remain shut until the 26th August. 

We hear rumours of the A303 underpass 

on the Laverstoke Lane side shutting after 

this. Hopefully we'll have some official 

notification!? 

 

So remember to dodge the following: 

1. Watch Lane, outside pumping station 

opposite 5 Watch Lane, for Openreach 

polling work 

Alternative route: via London Road, Priory 

Lane, Harroway (or the reverse). 

Period of closure: 5 July 2021 for 5 days 

only, until 09 July 2021 or works are 

completed (whichever is the sooner) 

Any queries regarding the above please 

contact Mollie Barker 

on molliebarker@tc123.co.uk  

 

2. Spring Pond, Laverstoke Lane, approx 

1km south of junction with B3400 to 

 

Wyndham Portal address 

Carolyn and Julian Sheffield have kindly 

framed a beautiful calligraphic 'address' 

given to Wyndham Portal a year after the 

start of his chairmanship at Portals mill in 

1920. It is to be hung in Lady Rose Hall. 

 

At probably the warmest evening of the year 

so far Julian gave an 'address of the address' 

at a small gathering at Spring Pond. Bob 

Hough accepted it with thanks on behalf of 

the Parish. 

 

The link with Lady Rose Hall is really two-

fold. The current building was originally built 

in the 1960s as the Portals Sports and Social 

Club. However, paving the way to this, 

Wyndham is referenced as having 'such a 

keen and active interest in his many 

schemes for the betterment of the conditions 

of the staff and employees of Laverstoke 

Mill.' He introduced a Workers Board, a 

canteen as well as Boot, Coal and Wood 

clubs and perhaps more relevantly: 'The 

revival of the Recreation Clubs and the 

healthy sporting spirit put into them by 

Colonel Portal - our football, cricket and 

gymnasium has been made doubly 

enjoyable.'  

Now the second and maybe more direct link 

mailto:molliebarker@tc123.co.uk


approx.1.5km south of junction with 

B3400, for Openreach polling works. 

Period of closure: 05 July 2021 for 5 days 

only (until 09 July 2021 or until works are 

completed, whichever is the sooner). We 

have been told verbally it should just be 

one day!  

There is access from the North or from the 

South but you can't drive entire lane N/S & 

vice versa. So the main worry is if you 

need access to the southern end of the 

Lane from Overton as the underpass is 

closed. You would have to 1. drive to 

Whitchurch and come into via the 

Micheldever Road or 2. divert up the C29 

eastbound A303 sliproad and go up a 

junction and back to the westbound slip 

the other side of the bridge. 

 

3. Priory Lane/B3400 junction due to 

recent weather related changes to our 

programme, the resurfacing works on 

B3400 London Road and junction with 

Priory Lane, will be starting on Thursday 

22nd July 2021 and are expected to last 

for up to 2 days, during which time London 

Road and Priory Lane will be closed to 

vehicular traffic from 09:30 -16.00hrs each 

day. The resurfacing is 75m either side of 

the junction and 35m up Priory Lane. 

Access to the pub will be via the northern 

end of Priory Lane i.e. come in via Watch 

Lane and Harroway. 

is that his wife, Lady Rosemary Portal (nee 

Cairns)... was known as Lady Rose and she 

is the namesake of our hall. 

 

Checking out his fascinating life.... wikipedia 

explains Wyndham Portal, 1st Viscount 

Portal (9 April 1885 – 6 May 1949) was in the 

armed forces for the first part of his career. 

Originally he was due to join the family's 

backnote paper mill company Portals, at 

Laverstoke Mill in 1914 but the first world war 

intervened. In 1917 he was awarded the 

Distinguished Service Order and appointed a 

Member of the Royal Victorian Order (MVO).  

 

Later he was involved in many different 

industries and the Olympics, as a chairman: 

General Cinema Finance Corporation 

(forerunner to The Rank Organisation) - 1935 

Bacon Development Board (1935) 

Coal Production Council (1940) 

Great Western Railway (1945) 

British Olympic Association (1935); led 

the GB team in the 1936 Olympic games in 

Berlin. 

President of the 1948 Olympic Games in 

London. 

 

Wyndham was also a politician and served 

as a minister in Churchill's wartime 

government. Firstly as an 

assistant Parliamentary Secretary to the 

Ministry of Supply(1940–1942) and then as 

Minister of Works and Planning (1942–1944). 

In 1947 he was made Lord Lieutenant of 

Hampshire. 



 

It's Plastic Free July! 

Can you make some small changes during 

‘Plastic Free July’? 

 

Plastic Free July is a month to think about 

the single-use plastic in your life and try 

out ways to reduce it. It doesn’t mean zero 

plastic and it doesn’t mean bin all plastic 

items in your house (I guess it’s not very 

well named, but then Reduce Your Single-

Use Plastic July isn’t very catchy!) 

 

If you’d like some simple ideas and tips to 

help make small changes to your lifestyle 

while helping the planet follow our 

Facebook group: 

 

www.facebook.com/PlasticFreeOverton 

 

Pond opening 

 

Bridge - mind the glare! 

Sat 19th June started a bit earlier than usual 

for some of our Parish Council members and 

clerk. A 6 a.m.rendezvous heralded a 

morning of bridge weed strimming and 

cleaning. Bob's ingenious facial washing 

gloves came in very handy for exfoliating the 

railings without the need for any soaps or 

chemicals. Thanks to Bob Hough, Jo Probut, 

Andrew White and Nicky Nicklin.   

 

Before: 

 

 

After: 

https://www.facebook.com/plasticfreeoverton


What a cracking evening on Thursday 

17th June. Despite increasingly heavy rain 

we had a super celebration of the 

Millennium Green's new pond pathway. 

Maggie Shelton from the Hampshire 

Wildlife trust opened our new area. With a 

lovely speech she explained the work that 

had been done by volunteers removing 

invasive species and maintaining the area 

before official contractors had installed the 

path, wooden dipping platform and bench.  

 

We celebrated with pimms and nibbles 

(well crisps!) and made the most of the 

inclement conditions as you can see from 

the photo. 

 

Some pond dipping before the event 

showed we have sticklebacks which we 

hadn't seen before as well as many 

invertebrates. Aquatic plants we have 

identified in the pond and stream are: 

Water mint, Flag iris, Starwort & Marsh 

marigold. Our bankside wildflowers 

include: Rose, Dock, Figwort, grasses 

(various), Buttercup, Willowherb, 

Bedstraw, Woody nightshade (aka 

bittersweet), Comfrey, reeds, Marsh 

thistle, Brooklime and Cuckoo flower (plus 

nettles & brambles, of course!) And this is 

before we think about adding any plants. 

 

If you spot any wildlife not on this list 

please let Phil Nicklin know on 

pnic@hotmail.co.uk 

 

We have received lots of lovely feedback 

 

Please take care of the glare as you drive 

over the bridge!  

 

July already! 

We hope that the weather is now stabilising 

so we can have some more time outside 

enjoying some down time. Don’t forget we’re 

open for lunch every day, and Monday to 

Saturday for supper. The summer menu  is 

proving to be extremely popular, and our 

homemade desserts are real stars. 

 

Don’t forget to book and see you soon.  

 

As always, keep in touch via our social 

channels, email and website (Facebook, 

Instagram or join our email updates.) 

 

mailto:pnic@hotmail.co.uk
https://www.watershipdowninn.com/summer
https://www.watershipdowninn.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Watershipdowninn/
https://www.instagram.com/watershipdowninn/
https://www.watershipdowninn.com/contact


about the improvements - accessibility and 

amenity of the area. Many thanks to the 

lottery grant funding received through the 

Watercress & Winterbournes project. 

Phil Nicklin, Millennium Green chairman 

 

Wimbledon in 
Laverstoke 

The start of the grass season brings the 

tennis tour to the UK with opportunities to 

watch more tennis on the TV, as well as 

encouraging more people out to play. It 

also brings Wimbledon and on the middle 

Sunday (4th July), as there is no tennis to 

watch, it’s a great time to try your local 

club at our Strawberry Sunday event. This 

is a free event for all the family and is 

open to members and non-members. 

Bring your children and / or your racquets, 

come and have a game and meet 

members of the club as well as enjoying 

some strawberries and cream. 

 

Junior coaching continues to run Thursday 

afternoons and Saturday mornings, so if 

you have children wanting to learn and 

develop their game, please take a look at 

WhitchurchTennisCoaching 

Best wishes 

The Watership Down Inn Team 

 

First service at St Nich's 

We are hoping to have our first service of the 

year at St Nicholas on Sunday 1st August 

assuming we are freed from this interminable 

lockdown. This will be Holy Communion at 

09:00. 

Test Magazine 

Thank you to everyone who has paid their 

subscriptions either to me or on-line (details 

on how to are on page 9 in the June edition). 

Brenda Bond, Churchwarden. 

 

Black Arrows host 
Archery GB competition 

OvBA hosted the Archery GBs All British 

and Open Field Archery competition at our 

Field course in Kingsclere over the weekend 

of 29th/30th May. We had 130 of the top 

archers in the UK including three of the 

https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/WhitchurchTennisCoaching/Coaching/Junior


 

JG Tennis will also be running Holiday 

Camps at the club during the summer 

holidays.  These are in the weeks 

commencing the 2nd and 9th August, 

between 9am-12noon every day, with 

discounts for the full week and for 

members of the club. These will focus on 

tennis with some other sports / team 

games as well.  Lots of fun to be had. To 

book, please go to CoachingCamps 

 

 

In other news, our tennis teams have 

started their summer league matches. The 

club enters two ladies and two mixed 

teams in the Basingstoke league. The 

Mixed A team had a resounding win 

against Mortimer, winning 6 sets to 2. The 

Mixed B team unfortunately were not as 

successful in their matches against the 

Odiham B team and lost their tie. 

 

This year, we have also started internal 

club competitions for men’s, ladies and 

mixed doubles as well as ladies’ 

singles.  These are an opportunity for 

friendly competition whilst meeting others 

within the club. 

 

For more information about the club and 

membership forms, please visit our 

website, follow us on Facebook or contact 

us via Wendy Helsby, Secretary – 

secretary@whitchurchtennisclub.org.uk  

Olympic GB team come along and shoot the 

competition. We have developed a COVID 

safe method of allowing all archers onto the 

course in groups of 4 keeping to social 

distancing and it was a fantastic weekend. 

Olympic Archers Patrick Huston and Bryony 

Pitman won the recurve event and we also 

had one of our juniors, Oliver Hicks set a UK 

national record.   

 

We are looking forward to a busy summer at 

Laverstoke and have seen a steady increase 

of members return to the club. In May we 

introduced our summer club competition to 

see who could improve the most over the 

summer. We will also be offering “try the 

sport” events at some of the local fetes and 

at our range.  If you are interested in Archery 

have a look at overtonblackarrows.org. and 

our next beginners course is in September. 

 
We just caught the weed cutting in June 
this year on the River Test - this was on 

https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/WhitchurchTennisCoaching/Coaching/Camps
http://www.whitchurchtennisclub.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/Whitchurch-Tennis-Club-155235541279178
mailto:secretary@whitchurchtennisclub.org.uk 
http://overtonblackarrows.org/


 

And out thanks this 
month... 

Our tennis wall is starting to look much 

more camouflaged - more in keeping with 

the mossy bark of the adjacent trees. 

Thank you Ben Knight and helper for 

working some paint roller magic! 

 

the reach from the road bridge 
into Laverstoke Park. 

 

 

 

   

PC Meetings 
Next meeting dates: 

 

13 July 

14 Sep 

12 Oct 

09 Nov 

 

Laverstoke and Freefolk 

PC meetings take place in 

Lady Rose Hall starting at 

7.30pm with up to 15 mins 

 

L&F Calling 
Tree contacts 

 

Contacts  

L&Freefolk Facebook  

laverstokeandfreefolk.org.uk 

Nicky Nicklin, Parish Clerk: Tel. 

07725 368012 email:  
laverstokeclerk@gmail.com 
Bob Hough, PC Chairman: Tel. 

07990 570035 email: 
laverstokeclerk@gmail.com 

Newsletter:  

laverstokeclerk@gmail.com 
Lady Rose Hall: 

www.ladyrosehall.co.uk 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/128113000596294/
http://www.laverstokeandfreefolk.org.uk/
mailto:laverstokeclerk@gmail.com
mailto:laverstokeclerk@gmail.com
mailto:laverstokeclerk@gmail.com
http://www.ladyrosehall.co.uk/


public time. Anyone is 

welcome to attend to ask 

questions, make 

suggestions or air views 

on local issues during the 

public time. Time will be 

split equally between the 

number of people wishing 

to speak. After public time 

parishioners are unable to 

interrupt the Council 

meeting. Note: no 

meeting is held in 

August. 

 

 

Contacts 
Our Local Day Care Centre: 

Kingfisher Day Care Centre for 

Elderly or 

kingfisherdaycentre@gmail.com 

 

Millennium Green: 

landfreefolkmillenniumgreen 

 

To Report problem with roads, 

footpaths & verge 

Hantsweb 

To report trees on roads: 

0300 555 1388 

 

  

Bombay Sapphire Resident's 

Help Line: 01256 890078 

(Also use to alert BS security you 

are collecting Defibrillator). 

 

Our neighbouring web-sites: 

The Official Whitchurch web site 

The Original Whitchurch web site 

Overton Parish Council web site 

Our Local Sports Clubs 

Whitchurch Tennis Club 

Overton Black Arrows Archery Club 

Overton Rugby Club 
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