
 

  

Newsletter March 2021 
We're marching into Spring! The daffodils and crocuses are taking over from the snowdrops 

that have been such a beautiful backdrop for the last month or so. And it's fingers crossed 

that the new lockdown timetable, giving us hope of a more 'normal' life, doesn't slip.   

 

In this issue...Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council have put in place a day road closure 

order for Laverstoke Lane for some cabling works. The police are on the look out for vandals 

who have been causing vehicle damage in Overton. Bere Mill is busy as ever with its 

upcoming Garden Open Day, butchery shop and lambing season round the corner. From 

the Watercress & Winterbournes chalk stream lottery funded project, look out for the raft of 

interesting talks coming up over the next few weeks. For all this and more read on. 

 

The L&F Calling Tree is still in place if you need help with shopping or urgent errands and 

are shielding or unable to get out and about -  see telephone numbers in footer below. 

   

You can find a link to the monthly Overton News&Views here, a few days after the start of the 

new month. It includes the Overton library opening times. 

  

http://overtonparishcouncil.gov.uk/parish-council/overton-news-views/


 

Laverstoke Lane 1 day 
closure  

Basingstoke and Deane Borough 

Council (Temporary Road Closure - 

Laverstoke Lane, Whitchurch) Order 

2021. All traffic will be prohibited from 

travelling along Laverstoke Lane, 

Whitchurch, from the junction of London 

Road, south along Laverstoke Lane for 

Approx 839m, as directed by traffic 

signs. The closure is to allow access for 

cabling works.  

Duration of Order: The order will come 

into effect on 15 March 2021 for 3 

months. (Notwithstanding the above it is 

expected the closure will be 1 day only 

during this period). 

Alternative Route:  via Micheldever 

Road, Winchester Road, London Street, 

London Road, Freefolk Priors, London 

Road or by this route reversed. 

There will be road closure signs where 

marked 01 and 10 and the section of 

Laverstoke Lane being shut is marked in 

red i.e. from the B3400 junction to 

the Freefolk House turning. 

 

If you have any queries regarding the 

 

Plastic Free Community 
status  

The target was to achieve Plastic Free 

Community status by 2021 from Surfers 

Against Sewage and we did it! The number of 

businesses and individuals joining the 

programme is growing by the week and we are 

proud to be part of this initiative. 

Last month we announced that Watership Down 

Nursey and L&F Parish Council had joined 

Cookery Doodle Doo and pledged to reduce 

single-use plastic. This month The Little Yoga 

Company, JAB Architecture and Sue Smith 

Childminding have joined them. 

The aim is to greatly reduce single-use plastic 

by pledging to discontinue using at least 3 

single-use plastic items and making a 

difference. This can be done through bulk 

buying to reduce packaging, refilling or 

replacing some single-use plastic you throw 

away every day. 

If you want to know more just drop Nicky on 

laverstokeclerk@gmail.com a note and one of 

the team will be in touch directly.  

https://www.watershipdownnursery.co.uk/
https://www.watershipdownnursery.co.uk/
http://www.laverstokeandfreefolk.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/cookerydoodledoonorthhants/
https://www.facebook.com/TheLittleYogaCompany
https://www.facebook.com/TheLittleYogaCompany
https://www.jabarchitecture.co.uk/
mailto:laverstokeclerk@gmail.com


above please contact Steve Wheller on 

0370 0500 792 or email 

survey@sunbeltrentals.co.uk on behalf of 

Sunbelt Rentals.  Plans are also 

available on the B&D TTRO website 

 

Possible restart of 
church services 

Things remain rather up in the air with 

regards to restarting services. It is 

possible that we will have a service on 

Palm Sunday (28th March), and we are 

really hoping we can have some sort of 

Family Service on Easter Sunday (4th 

April). Please keep an eye open on 

Facebook and the notice board up at the 

church. 

The Annual Parishioners meeting will 

take place on Wednesday 17th March at 

7.30 pm, probably on Zoom. If you are 

on the Church Electoral Roll, you are 

permitted to nominate and vote for your 

Churchwardens for 2021. Currently, 

Brenda Bond and Diana Goodwin are in 

post and are happy to serve again. 

Please let me know if you wish to join the 

meeting. 

Test Magazine 

This will be online again in March at this 

link but it is hoped that from April The 

 

Damage to vehicles  

Numerous reports of damage having been 

caused to vehicles parked up in and around 

Overton. Damage caused ranges from cars 

being keyed and wing mirrors being removed. 

Police have increased patrols in the area but 

are keen to hear from anyone who may have 

dash cam footage that could assist in the 

identify of offenders. Please contact 

Basingstoke.Rural.Police@hampshire.pnn.police.u

k. if you have anything that could help us. 

 

Please note we cannot take crime reports via 

this email address and encourage you to 

report non urgent crimes via the following 

links: 

How to report a crime 

Possible coronavirus breach 

Report antisocial behaviour 

 

Hampshire Police continue to search for a high 

risk missing person from Burghclere. Please 

click on this link to see his picture and 

description. 

 

PCSO 13301 Andy Jones 

mailto:survey@sunbeltrentals.co.uk
https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/ttro
http://www.stmarysoverton.org.uk/test.php
http://www.stmarysoverton.org.uk/test.php
mailto:Basingstoke.Rural.Police@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
mailto:Basingstoke.Rural.Police@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
https://www.hampshire.police.uk/ro/report/ocr/af/how-to-report-a-crime/
https://www.hampshire.police.uk/tua/tell-us-about/c19/v7/tell-us-about-a-possible-breach-of-coronavirus-covid-19-measures/
https://www.hampshire.police.uk/ro/report/asb/asb/report-antisocial-behaviour/
https://m.facebook.com/HantsPolice/photos/a.197060101340/10158952570441341/?type=3&source=48&__tn__=EH-R


Test will be back in print. 

 Brenda Bond. 01256 895594 or 

bondb@btinternet.com 

 

Racuets ready for 
29 March! 

 

Hope everyone is keeping safe.  Great 

news - it looks like we will be able to 

reopen the courts on 29th March 

2021.  We are looking forward to getting 

back to playing and to be able to 

organise social events once other 

restrictions ease.   

 

In other news, we are awaiting an 

installation date for the lights which we 

hope will be in March.  We are also 

looking forward to welcoming our new 

coach, Josh Gook (some of you may 

know him from Andover Tennis Club) 

and his team. Please get in contact if you 

 

Tree works permission 

We received a surprise phone call last week 

from the B&D tree officer following up on some 

unapproved tree maintenance work by a 

resident. We thought we should remind 

everyone that in a conservation area, all 

trees with a diameter of over 7.5cm, when 

measured at a point 1.5m from ground 

level, are automatically protected, 

irrespective of species. Virtually all the 

parish lies within the conservation area of 

Laverstoke and Freefolk. So you need to apply 

for permission even if you just wish to prune 

your trees! Here is the link! 

 

There are some exceptions to the above e.g. 

fruit trees. However, it is good practice to email 

the tree officers 

on communityservices@basingstoke.gov.uk  to let 

them know you are working on your fruit trees. 

The other exception is dead wood on a tree. 

 

However, it is important to note that unless it is 

in imminent danger of falling over, you must 

give B&D five days notice before removing a 

dead or dangerous tree by emailing 

communityservices@basingstoke.gov.uk for 

attention of Tree officers. If it is in imminent 

danger and the council is closed, you will need 

to provide supporting evidence afterwards to 

mailto:bondb@btinternet.com
https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/protectedtrees
mailto:communityservices@basingstoke.gov.uk
mailto:communityservices@basingstoke.gov.uk


have children interested in coaching and 

we can let you know as soon as we have 

confirmed dates. 

 

The club’s AGM takes place via zoom on 

25th March 2021.  All members have 

been emailed the link to join the AGM.  If 

you haven’t received the link and are 

interested in attending, please get in 

contact.  The AGM is a great opportunity 

to find out what the club has been doing 

over the past year.  We are always keen 

to have new people on the committee, so 

if you are a member and interested in 

joining us, please get in contact.  In 

particular, Liz, our social secretary would 

like to stand down at the AGM, please let 

us know if you would be interested in 

taking on this role. 

 

For more information about the club and 

membership, please visit our 

website, follow us on Facebook 

#WhitchurchTennisClub or contact us via 

Wendy Helsby, Secretary – 

secretary@whitchurchtennisclub.org.uk  

 

Hope to see you on court after March 

29th. 

 

prove it was dangerous - i.e. lots of photos 

needed. There is also an automatic duty to 

replace these trees.  

 

Watercress 
& Winterbournes 
chalkstream news 

Camera ready 

As reported in the last issue there is a chalk 

stream photo competition open until 30th June. 

For details  see here. There are 4 categories 

of Heritage, Landscape, People and Wildlife 

and a competition for under 18 year olds too. If 

you want to enter but are not sure where to 

start why not join award-winning wildlife 

photographer Jack Perks for an introduction to 

capturing nature on camera. It includes tips for 

using your humble smartphone! See 

Introduction to Nature Photography below. 

 

Winter wildlife 

In our new video, join wildlife expert Susan 

Simmonds as she looks for life in the Wallop 

Brook. Learn what makes chalk streams like 

this one so special and see some of their 

http://www.whitchurchtennisclub.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/Whitchurch-Tennis-Club-155235541279178
mailto:secretary@whitchurchtennisclub.org.uk
https://www.hiwwt.org.uk/watercress-and-winterbournes/tales-from-the-riverbank


Spring at Bere Mill 

Spring has sprung! Here at Bere Mill, we 

are now surrounded by the beauty of 

Springtime. The flowers are in bloom and 

we are waiting with great expectation 

and hoping for a good lambing season. 

 

Once again we are busy, especially in 

the gardens. To celebrate the arrival of 

Spring, (and Mother’s Day) Bere Mill is 

opening its gardens on Sunday March 

14th in association with the National 

Garden Scheme (NGS). Tickets are 

limited so don’t miss out! Due to the 

current situation, this will be a ticket only 

event and a time slot will be given to 

avoid queues and overcrowding. Please 

visit the NGS website and search for us in 

the section ‘find a garden’ for more 

details. Tickets are priced at £7.50 for 

adults, with all proceeds going to worthy 

charities. (Free child entry). 

 

To coincide with the opening of the 

gardens on March 14th, we will also 

have a special Sunday opening of the 

butchery. Easter is always a busy time in 

the butchery. It is a fantastic time for 

lamb. As our sheep are becoming a year 

old and the lamb is known as hogget. 

Hogget has a deeper, richer flavour but it 

still maintains the tenderness of the new 

season lamb. We will have plenty 

available for the Easter week! We will still 

offering free local delivery as well as a 

click and collect service online.  

iconic species up close, including mayfly 

nymphs, caddisfly larvae, and freshwater 

shrimp. Watch the video 

 

What's on: 

Managing Your Garden Riverbank for 

Wildlife 

10 March, 7 - 8.30pm 

In this online talk, Susan Simmonds explores 

how to manage a streamside garden for the 

benefit of freshwater wildlife, including which 

plants to choose. 

Book your place by emailing here 

 

Introduction to Nature Photography 

16 March, 7 - 8pm 

In this online talk, celebrated wildlife 

photographer Jack Perks shares his 

experiences of photographing freshwater 

species and his top tips for capturing nature on 

camera. 

Book your place 

 

Water Meadows - The Future? 

13 April, 7.30 - 8.30pm 

In this online talk, Dr Kathy Stearne uncovers 

the world of water meadows; an intensive 

agricultural system that was in use for over 

400 years. Learn about their lasting 

importance to landscape history and ecology, 

and how they could still be managed today. 

Book your place by emailing here 

http://ngs.org.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QfKEDkyJ8gI&feature=youtu.be&ab_channel=Hampshire%26IsleofWightWildlifeTrust
mailto:winterbournes@hiwwt.org.uk?subject=Managing%20your%20garden%20riverbank%20for%20wildlife
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/introduction-to-nature-photography-tickets-142899495237
mailto:winterbournes@hiwwt.org.uk?subject=Water%20Meadows%20-%20the%20future%3F


 

The shop is also open every week on 

Friday 12-7pm and now every Saturday 

from 10-2pm. We will always have a 

good range of our home-grown grass-fed 

lamb and beef but we now also regularly 

have locally sourced whole chickens, a 

great range of sausages and our own dry 

cure bacon on offer. We have also 

started to expand our range even further 

and we will often have a selection of pork 

and gammon and the occasional black 

pudding. 

 

 

Respect, Protect and 
Enjoy our countryside  

With more of us taking advantage of the 

rights of way and countryside locally at the 

moment the Hampshire County Council 

countryside access team have sent us some 

useful information reminding us about the 

Countryside code: 

Respect other people 

• Consider the local community and other 

people enjoying 

the outdoors 

• Park carefully so access to gateways and 

driveways are clear 

• Leave gates and property as you find them 

• Follow paths but give way to others where it’s 

narrow 

Protect the natural environment 

• Leave no trace of your visit, take all your litter 

home 

• Don’t have BBQs or fires 

• Keep dogs under effective control 

• Dog poo - bag it and bin it 

Enjoy the outdoors 

• Plan ahead, check what facilities are 

open, be prepared 

• Follow advice and local signs and 

obey social distancing measures 

 

There is also a useful video on What does 

'effective control' for dogs mean? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nixVnq6DejY&feature=youtu.be&ab_channel=HampshireCountrysideService
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nixVnq6DejY&feature=youtu.be&ab_channel=HampshireCountrysideService


 

For the detail on the .Gov site see here: 

Countryside code 

To report an issue on a right of way 

  

 

   

PC Meetings 
Next meeting dates: 

 

09 Mar 

13 Apr 

11 May 

08 Jun 

 

Laverstoke and Freefolk 

PC meetings start at 

7.30pm with up to 15 mins 

public time. Anyone is 

welcome to attend to ask 

questions, make 

suggestions or air views on 

local issues during the 

public time. Time will be 

split equally between the 

number of people wishing 

to speak. After public time 

parishioners are unable to 

interrupt the Council 

meeting. Currently 

meetings are held online. 

 

L&F Calling 
Tree contacts 

 

Contacts 
Our Local Day Care Centre: 

Kingfisher Day Care Centre for 

Elderly or 

kingfisherdaycentre@gmail.com 

 

Millennium Green: 

landfreefolkmillenniumgreen 

 

Contacts  

L&Freefolk Facebook  

laverstokeandfreefolk.org.uk 

Nicky Nicklin, Parish Clerk: Tel. 

07725 368012 email:  
laverstokeclerk@gmail.com 
Bob Hough, PC Chairman: Tel. 

07990 570035 email: 
laverstokeclerk@gmail.com 

Newsletter:  

laverstokeclerk@gmail.com 
Lady Rose Hall: 

www.ladyrosehall.co.uk 

  

Bombay Sapphire Resident's 

Help Line: 01256 890078 

(Also use to alert BS security you 

are collecting Defibrillator). 

 

Our neighbouring web-sites: 

The Official Whitchurch web site 

The Original Whitchurch web site 

Overton Parish Council web site 

Our Local Sports Clubs 

Whitchurch Tennis Club 

Overton Black Arrows Archery Club 

Overton Rugby Club 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-countryside-code/countryside-code-full-online-version
https://www.hants.gov.uk/landplanningandenvironment/rightsofway/reportaproblem
http://www.kingfisherdaycentre.org/community/the-kingfisher-day-centre-12842/about-us
http://www.kingfisherdaycentre.org/community/the-kingfisher-day-centre-12842/about-us
mailto:kingfisherdaycentre@gmail.com
http://laverstokeandfreefolkmillenniumgreen.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/128113000596294/
http://www.laverstokeandfreefolk.org.uk/
mailto:laverstokeclerk@gmail.com
mailto:laverstokeclerk@gmail.com
mailto:laverstokeclerk@gmail.com
http://www.ladyrosehall.co.uk/
http://laverstokeandfreefolk.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5a0892f2a31c40d24107d5617&id=664ece71e1&e=c5df0c4ed7
http://laverstokeandfreefolk.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5a0892f2a31c40d24107d5617&id=3a3823d288&e=c5df0c4ed7
http://www.overtonparishcouncil.gov.uk/
http://laverstokeandfreefolk.us5.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=5a0892f2a31c40d24107d5617&id=7955e2a8e5&e=c5df0c4ed7
http://www.overtonblackarrows.org/
http://laverstokeandfreefolk.us5.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=5a0892f2a31c40d24107d5617&id=0de652f337&e=c5df0c4ed7


Contact 

laverstokeclerk@gmail.com if 

you would like to join the 

meeting. Note: no 

meeting is held in 

August. 

 

 

To Report problem with roads, 

footpaths & verge 

Hantsweb 

To report trees on roads: 

0300 555 1388 
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