
Laverstoke and Freefolk Parish Council Meeting 12 Jan 2021 Minutes 
 

36 
 

Public time:  
a. There were no public comments  

 
1. Apologies for Absence: Charlie Seligman 
In attendance: Bob Hough, Jo Probut, David Ellis, James Bretel, Andrew White, Diccon 
Harvey  
2. Declarations of interest Bob: Men’s Shed & Freefolk car park; David: PCC & Millennium 

Green; Diccon: Archery 
3. Signature and approval of minutes of PC Meeting on 12 Dec 2020   
4. Bombay Sapphire – no update. 
5. Maintenance Items 

5.1 The pavement to Overton from Laverstoke over Rotten Hill is in very poor 
condition, very narrow and particularly dangerous for pram users. Nicky showed a 
series of photos from Feb 20 from Laverstoke Lane to top of hill showing how 
much of the tarmac is covered by vegetation. Action: send photos to B&D and 
make case for removing cover to recapture the pavement back to the original 
width.  

5.2 Fixed electrical test finished over Christmas. There will be some reparation work 
to do. We have also asked Dan to replace a water heater in the nursery garden 
loo. 

5.3 A resident in Laverstoke Lane has asked about getting the drains sorted where 
issues around bottom of Batts Row and outside the 30’s Laverstoke Lane. The 
issue is seen clearly on the flood plain map that the water pools when water table 
is full at the lowest part in the flood plain. Cutting a channel into the Millennium 
Green was not felt to be helpful as it is still so low. Action: Request road to be 
raised by HCC and re-look at whether the ‘trim trail’ drain needs emptying 

6. Freefolk Car Park – no update 
7. Covid-19 update (National lockdown): the calling tree is in place and included in the 

newsletter each month if anyone needs it.  
8. Climate Change: a couple of initiatives have been highlighted to the PC.  

8.1 It was agreed that the simple Greening programme Herriard has put in place 
would be good to use in L&F. Residents decide on 5 actions from 8 they’ll take to 
reduce carbon emissions. On a cumulative basis the parish can then see what 
savings have been made. Action: Nicky to request help in the newsletter 

8.2 Lucy Arthur is championing the Surfers Against Sewage single use plastic initiative 
which the PC have agreed to support. 

9. Community Site update 
9.1 Pavilion – Men’s Shed is not operating but they are checking building on regular 

basis 
9.2 LRH renewal of Watership Down Nursery licence-to-occupy. The PC agreed to 

increase rent from £8067 – £8357 p.a. from 1 Jan 2021 but WDN have suggested 
£8500 is more reasonable.  Bob proposed the increased amount and Jo seconded, 
all agreed. Action: send year 5 licence to nursery 

9.3 Archery/Tennis area –  
9.3.1 Rob Aldridge and Steve Allam from Black Arrows joined call. After a difficult 

year they have been evaluating how they can improve the experience for 
archery members, including disabled archers, beginner’s courses (help 
membership backfilling), visitors to the site (including spectators) and to 
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generally raise the profile of the club. They are looking for some initial 
feedback from the PC on building a slanted roof enclosed shelter, akin to a 
golf driving range, over half the width of the firing line, including lights and 
permeable paving. Rob shared a pdf of some potential shelter ideas and 
drawings. A shelter would give opportunity to shoot in harsher weather and 
with lights, extend the shooting day particularly in Spring/Autumn. The 120 
yards safety overshoot requirement and height of tall adult with bow means 
the LRH undercroft cannot be used for anything other than beginners’ 
courses. Bob explained that anything new that interrupts enjoyment of the 
countryside, in the conservation area, may not be appreciated by residents 
overlooking the area and that the bare minimum of structure with a 
green/camouflaged roof would be more likely to be accepted. Looking at a 
photo from a resident’s top window it was felt that any structure would 
probably need to be placed nearest the hedge on the roadside on the bowling 
area. It was important to get buy in from the parish early and De La Rue 
would need to give permission for any changes.  
It was requested that the PC be informed of operational safety info given 
longer shooting hours. Lighting the overshoot should make it clear shooting is 
taking place. Action: start circulating idea in the newsletter, meanwhile 
research with the PC shelter ideas, Bob to take photos from gardens in lane 
including heights gauge. Organise meeting with residents once initial ideas 
more fully formulated.  

9.3.2 Steve Allam gave a heads up 2 archery members may still be allowed to shoot 
given a disabled exemption. They will inform the PC when they have 
confirmation from Archery GB. 

9.3.3 It was noted that the archery rent review is in May 2021. 
9.3.4 Practice tennis fencing is to be completed. WTC have requested reverting to a 

wooden bollard rather than a gate that can be pulled back. PC are happy with 
that. The tennis wall will also be painted green front and back by the 
contractors. If residents are concerned the roadside could be repainted.    

10. Finance  
10.1 Dec 2020 summary - see below tables where items in red are those that have 

changed over prior month (excluding totals). Amounts over £100 ex VAT in: 
Income: Watership Down Nursery rent £672.75  
Outgoing: EON £138.59; Hampshire Brick £680; Southern Fire protection £580; 
Clerk Nov Pay £402.63 (=£362.37PC+£40.26CC); Scofell £140.44; B&D SID £345; 
Lexis Nexis £119.99 (for ‘Local Council Administration ’bible’ of legal info); HCC 
streetlights £164.51;  
Transfers: PC to CC insurance contribution £521 

10.2 Approval of payments over £250 (excl. pre-authorised) - £400 BES fixed electrical 
test 

10.3 Budget for Community Site – at the last meeting the CC budget was discussed and 
it needs approving. In the meantime, to tally with LRH lifecycle model and nursery 
licence the gas/electric recovery was re-set at 57% of expected gas/elec cost. Also 
following precept discussion £250 is to be transferred to PC budget. Budget was 
proposed by David and seconded by Bob. All agreed 
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10.4 Review of Community Site Lifecycle model and agree reserves for 2021/22 – the 
lifecycle model has been reviewed in combination with the PC and CC budgets and 
the reserves proposed. The model assumes WDN continue to rent and that 
Kingfisher pays for half the major building repairs including roof and we wish to 
have the reserve to extend into the future (i.e. beyond 2035). Given these 
assumptions, David explained we’re in a fairly good position on CC surplus and we 
should be able to start looking at other projects that we may wish to undertake.  
The reserves have been allocated as per the table below. The second line shows 
£15.7k has been set aside to fund our partner’s cost share (to cover any potential 
cash flow issues.)  
David proposed, Bob seconded and all agreed the reserves table below. Action: 
Nicky contact Kingfisher to arrange a meeting regarding agreement of sharing 
basis of costs including lobby roof and to understand their longer term plans. 
David to contact Philip Denee regarding the lease and site future.  

 

Year to Date Full year Expected close Approved 21/22 budget

Actual end Oct Budget

£ £ £ £

Precept -                                n/a - n/a

Grants 10,000                          12,790                 -

Hall Hire - Nursery 3,361                            6,723                  6,795                   8,357                                  

Hall Hire & deposits - Other -                                887                      975                      2,925                                  

Other Rent: (WTC & Archers) 1,903                            1,903                  1,903                   1,954                                  

WTC 833                     833                      833                                    

Archers 1,070                  1,070                  1,120                                 

Other income: Recoveries 1,682                            1,627                  3,618                   3,021                                  

WDN -water (71%) 1,627                  577                      588                                    

WDN - Gas & Electric (57%) 1,899                  1,245                                 

Kingfisher - insurance 1,143                  1,188                                 

Kingfisher - Water -                      -                                     

Income 16,947                          11,140                26,082                 16,257                                

Salary/utils 247                                463                      463                      505                                     

Insurance 2,318                            587                      1,797                   1,869                                  

Insurance paid 587                     2,318                  2,411                                 

Transferred to PC ( 521) ( 542)

Professional fees 42                                  13                        55                         56                                       

Grounds Maint. 250                                500                      450                      500                                     

Cleaning -                                200                      200                                     

Utilities 791                                2,108                  2,703                   3,012                                  

Gas and electric 2,108                  1,891                  2,184                                 

Water (paid to Kingfisher) 812                      828                                    

Bldgs Repair/Maint. 280                                1,000                  8,630                   1,000                                  

Roof patching + door pushbar repair 400                      

Lobby Roof 4,500                  

Electric c1 & c2 Repairs 2,500                  

5 year fixed electrical test 400                      

zone chart and 10 new smoke detectors 580                      

General 1,000                  250                      1,000                                 

Bldgs Planned Maint. 335                                -                      773                      864                                     

Boiler 200                      200                                     

Landlord Gas Safety cert 35                        35                                       

Extinguishers and alarm 263                      269                                    

Elec: annual duration test 180                      180                                    

Elec: Monthly function test 45                        180                                    

PAT (2 yearly) 50                        

other

Rates -                                -                      - -

Transfer to PC - precept contribution 250                                     

Running costs 4,263                            4,871                  14,871                 8,256                                  

Project cost -                      4,840                   -                                      

Tennis wall 2,840                  

Car Park Freefolk 2,000                  

Net Vat ( 1,652) -                      -                       -                                      

Total Expenditure 2,611                            4,871                  19,711                 8,256                                  

Net income/(cost) 14,336                          6,269                  6,370                   8,001                                  

Year to Date Full year Expected close Approved 21/22 budget

Actual end Oct Budget

£ £ £ £

Cash reserves

b/f @31.3 44,751                          44,751                44,751                 51,121                                

Movement 14,336                          6,269                  6,370                   8,001                                  

Cash reserves c/f 59,086                          51,020                51,121                 59,123                                

Lady Rose Hall/Community Site



Laverstoke and Freefolk Parish Council Meeting 12 Jan 2021 Minutes 
 

39 
 

 
 

10.5 2021/22 precept setting 
It was discussed that retaining a £10k precept would yet again mean, given Band D base 
reduction, that the actual precept charge levied on residents would increase. It was 
suggested by Bob that given the increased rent from the nursery £250 of this could be used 
towards the PC budget, enabling the precept to be lowered. Bob proposed and David 
seconded dropping the precept to £9,750. All agreed. Action: query why Band D base is 
dropping when in village we don’t see household changes. Is the Parish subsidising 
changes/effects at the Borough level? Will this then always be the case as Basingstoke 
grows?  
11. Correspondence 

11.1 B&D greening project – discussed in Climate Change above 
11.2 B&D Covid Councillors Briefing 5 Jan Nov: National Lockdown guidance  
11.3 Resident query about Watch Lane to Mountpleasant path ownership – it is not an 

official footpath. Owners of the woods above are now aware of Land Reg. details 
12. Planning 

12.1 Ref: 20/03462/FUL & LBC Laverstoke Mill, Bombay Sapphire distillery. Proposal: 
Internal and external alterations to existing building as part of visitors experience 
improvements. Discussed. No comments to be made. 

12.2 Ref: T/00018/21/TCA 15 Freefolk Priors. Application for works to 4 trees in a 
conservation area. Proposal crown reduce Cherry Plum & Red Robin; trim 
side/reduce height High Yew; fell Mtn Ash in poor/crowded condition. Discussed. 
No comments to be made.  

 
Next PC meeting: Tues 9th Feb 2021 at 7.30pm online. If a member of the public wishes to 
join please contact laverstokeclerk@gmail.com or 07725 368012  

 
 

Sign……………………………………………Date………………………… 
 
 

mailto:laverstokeclerk@gmail.com
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Laverstoke & Freefolk Parish Council

Month: Dec Year 2020/21

(Mnth 9 of 12)

Income and Expenditure Statement (Cash basis)

Year to Date Full year Year to Date Full year

Actual Budget Actual Budget tbc

£ £ £ £

Precept 10,000               10,000               -                     n/a

Grants 334                    334                    10,000               n/a

Donation* 500                    -                     

Hall Hire - Nursery n/a n/a 4,706                 6,723                  

Hall Hire & deposits - Other n/a n/a -                     887                      

Other Rent (WTC & Archers) n/a n/a 1,903                 1,903                  

Other income (PC- interest, CC- WDN utilities, Kingf insur) 2                        20                      1,903                 1,627                  

Income 10,836               10,354               18,512               11,140                

Salary/Newsletter/utils 3,425                 4,543                 335                    463                      

Training -                     n/a

Insurance 521                    765                    1,797                 587                      

Professional fees 916                    750                    42                      13                        

Grounds Maint. 1,366                 1,560                 250                    500                      

Street Lighting 352                    343                    n/a n/a

Street Furniture -                     -                     n/a n/a

SID Management 345                    707                    n/a n/a

Other expenses 157                    159                    n/a n/a

Cleaning n/a n/a -                     200                      

Utilities n/a n/a 1,161                 2,108                  

Bldgs Repair/Maint. n/a n/a 980                    1,000                  

Bldgs Planned Maint. n/a n/a 368                    796                      

Rates n/a n/a -                     -                      

Running costs 7,081                 8,827                 4,934                 5,667                  

Grants Made* 1,696                 1,450                 -                     -

Project cost -                     680                    -                      

Net Vat 416                    453-                    -                      

Total Expenditure 9,193                 10,277               5,161                 5,667                  

Net income/(cost) 1,643                 77                      13,350               5,473                  

As at end: Full year As at end: Full year

Dec Budget Dec Budget

£ £ £ £

Cash reserves

b/f @31.3.20 5,104                 5,053                 44,750.77 44,751                

Movement 1,643                 77                      13,350               5,473                  

Cash reserves c/f 6,747                 5,130                 58,101               50,224                

* NB £250 of donation has been awarded as a grant

Parish Council Lady Rose Hall/Community Site


