
 

  

Newsletter May 2020 
What a glorious time of year - the bluebells and blossom have put on an utterly dazzling 

show. It is indeed uplifting and cheering during this difficult lockdown to be blessed with 

such good weather and our beautiful surroundings.  And doesn't the air seem fresher! 

 

In line with the Coronavirus Act 2020, the PC will continue to meet monthly but online. The 

next PC meeting will be on Tues 12th May at 7.30pm. Just let us know if you would like to 

attend and we'll send you a webinar link. Contact laverstokeclerk@gmail.com. 

 

This month we have lots of news and support information from many of our local 

organisations. And Friday is our V.E.Day. Bank Holiday.... 

Some late news just in from Hants County Council - the recycling centres are to open 

again on Monday 11 May 2020 for those who cannot store waste safely at home. All sites 

re-open under temporary revised daily opening hours of 10am to 4pm. For further 

information see www.hants.gov.uk/recyclingcentres. 

 

Keep safe and keep on clapping for our NHS and keyworkers. I think we're making quite 

an appreciative racket in L&F!!  

 

You can find a link to the monthly Overton News&Views here, a few days after the start of 

the new month. 

  

https://laverstokeandfreefolk.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5a0892f2a31c40d24107d5617&id=8d65c48408&e=c5df0c4ed7
https://laverstokeandfreefolk.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5a0892f2a31c40d24107d5617&id=bd7bbbcfda&e=c5df0c4ed7


 

Bombay Sapphire latest 
range! 

Bacardi has diverted production across 

a number of its sites worldwide to 

increase Hand Sanitiser Supply for local 

communities. Laverstoke Mill is one of the 

sites currently making hand sanitiser in 

addition to our favourite tipple. They're 

using the World Health Organisation recipe 

and the project is being managed 

by Master Distiller Dr Anne Brock. The 

product is being donated to local frontline 

services, and the operations team at 

Laverstoke Mill are making these deliveries 

themselves. The surgeries at both Overton 

and Whitchurch have received some as 

well as the pharmacy and Basingstoke 

Community Hub. 

 

“Over our 158-year history, we have risen 

to many challenges and we are doing the 

 

VE Day Fri 8th May  

We hope everyone has remembered 

Bank Holiday Friday to celebrate 75 

years since Victory in Europe Day. VE 

day on 8 May 1945 marked the formal 

acceptance of Nazi Germany's 

surrender by Britain and its Allies 

following five years of brutal warfare 

during the Second World War. 

 

You may have seen the stay at home 

party info on facebook and thought it 

looked fun. However, we're very mindful 

that some of our gardens are joined and 

so it might be very difficult to adhere to 

social distancing rules, especially where 

there are little ones. There should not be 

any public gathering! However, there is 



same again in response to COVID-19,” 

said Jean-Marc Lambert, SVP Global 

Operations for Bacardi. “All our brands and 

partners involved in this initiative will help 

people most in need benefit from the 

supply of these hand sanitizers. Our goal is 

to make a very real difference in the fight 

against COVID-19.” 

 

Hardy's flowers 

Hardy’s Cottage Garden Plants kindly 

donated some cut flowers to L&F Parish 

that were originally destined for showing at 

RHS Malvern last weekend. They were a 

truly beautiful new breed - Ranunculus 

Rococo in orange, peach, pink and yellow. 

We bunched them up and distributed them 

as a thank you for all our local NHS and 

keyworkers and also for those self-isolating 

alone, doing their bit to protect the NHS.  

Many thanks to Rosy and Rob for this kind 

gesture. 

lots going on both on social media and 

TV to keep us entertained. The mayor 

has sent her timetable of activities and 

we have incorporated these into the 

following timetable.... 

 

08:00 - 10:00 - The Mayor of B&D is 

reading the poem ‘Unmentioned in 

Dispatches’, followed by tributes & 

videos on the Mayoral and borough 

council social media channel Facebook 

@BasingstokeMayor  (these continue 

throughout the day) 

11:00 - 2 minute national silence  

11:15 - The Royal British Legion VE75 

shares stories and memories from those 

who served via their website Livestream 

14:45 - 15:45 - The first of two special 

BBC One programmes to mark VE75, 

including extract from Sir Winston 

Churchill’s victory speech delivered at 

3pm on VE Day. 

15:00 - Toast to the Heroes of World 

War Two – please raise a glass or 

teacup and enjoy an old fashioned 

afternoon tea 

18:00 -  what about a 1940's dinner? 

18:55 - Unite with others as the Mayor 

delivers a special message ‘A Cry for 

Peace Around the World’ 

19:00 - ‘Ringing Out for Peace’ - a 

previous recording of St Michael’s 

Church bells 

19:15 - Celebrate VE Day 75 with 

Basingstoke Salvation Army's online 

concert of 1940's music via 

https://laverstokeandfreefolk.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5a0892f2a31c40d24107d5617&id=b262004e88&e=c5df0c4ed7
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'Flour Ladies' Flour-
Yeast-Eggs 

Due to the continuing demand for flour, 

yeast and eggs in the area, the 

enterprising new 'Flour Ladies' are taking 

orders in association with Watership Down 

Inn. Collections are on Mondays at The 

Watership Down Inn car park, Priory Lane, 

Laverstoke 8.30am - 10am.  If you would 

like to place an order please do so by 5pm 

on the preceding Thursday. Either email 

Annabel on annabeljhumphrey@gmail.com 

or WhatsApp Jules on 07771 622534. 

 

On collection please adhere to the current 

social distancing in place. There will be an 

honesty bucket for payment. If you can 

bring exact money that would be really 

helpful although we do have some change. 

 

Prices of flour per 1kg bag: 

Plain - £2 

Self raising - £2 

Strong white - £3 

Granary - £3 

Rye - £3.50 

Yeast 50g - £1.50 

Facebook @BasingstokeSalvationArmy or 

YouTube 

www.youtube/robwestwoodpayne 

21:00 - Address by the Queen followed 

by national doorstep rendition of Dame 

Vera Lynn’s "We’ll Meet Again". 

 

Add some home made bunting, lashings 

of cream, stay safe and enjoy! 

 

Scams during Covid 
crisis 

Criminals are exploiting the Covid-19 

pandemic to defraud people. 

Below are some of the most common 

scams to be aware of via email, text & 

phone call: 

 •  An unexpected email from the 

government offering you money. 

https://laverstokeandfreefolk.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5a0892f2a31c40d24107d5617&id=6b51f1e9ab&e=c5df0c4ed7
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Yeast 100g - £3 

Eggs 1/2 dozen - £1.50 

Eggs dozen - £3 

There may be some salad items too. 

 

'Thank you to everyone who has placed an 

order and for the lovely feedback.' 

The Flour Ladies - Annabel, Jules and Flo 

 

Meanwhile inside the pub.... they are 

taking the opportunity to do some 

decorating and modifications to the 

kitchen. They are also looking at the 

viability of providing a take away service 

for 3-4  evenings per week. Watch this 

newsletter and Facebook etc. for updates. 

 

Companionship phone 
calls 

Not having someone to talk to regularly 

can be lonely,  especially during the 

current time with COIVD-19 

lockdown.  There are a couple of 

organisations offering companionship calls 

at this time: 

 

Basingstoke Neighbourcare for isolated 

elderly people. If you or someone you 

•  The 'infection list' scam mimicking the 

World Health Organisation 

(WHO) claiming to provide a list or map 

of local infections. 

•  An email from HM Government asking 

for donations for the NHS. 

•  An HMRC email stating you are 

‘eligible to receive a tax refund’. 

•  Sale of fake COVID-19 swabbing 

tests, supplements, and anti-virus kits. 

•  A text message asking you to pay a 

fine as it says you have been recorded 

as leaving your home on three 

occasions during the lockdown. 

•  A phone call stating ‘government 

guidelines now require everyone to wear 

a mask outside the house, press 1 to 

purchase your mask’. 

 

Doorstep Crime 

•  Cleansing services that offer to clean 

drives and doorways to kill bacteria  or 

offering to 'decontaminate' the inside of 

your home. 

•  Bogus healthcare workers offering 

‘home-testing’ for the virus. 

•  Criminals offering to do your 

shopping. (They take the money and do 

not return.) 

 

Advice & Support 

Always question unsolicited calls, texts 

or emails requesting your personal or 

financial information (name, address, 

bank details). To verify the company 

contact them directly using a known 



know would benefit from this then email: 

kate.knight@neighbourcare.com 

 

Age Concern are offering a friendly 

weekly chat on the phone. If you think 

you’d enjoy speaking to someone on the 

phone each week, sign up and register 

your interest (or refer someone else) by 

calling: 01256 423874 or 

email basingstokeoffice@ageconcernhampshire.

org.uk  

We will ask you a few questions to find out 

a bit about you. This is so that we can find 

you a like-minded person who has similar 

interests and hobbies. Then we connect 

the two of you to begin your weekly calls. 

Our volunteer callers can offer friendly 

conversation and a listening ear, but not 

advice or counselling. All companionship 

callers are DBS checked. 

 

 

email or phone number. 

 

For advice on cybercrime, or to report 

suspicious emails, visit 

www.ncsc.gov.uk/cyberaware Anyone who 

has been a victim of fraud or cybercrime 

can report it online at 

www.actionfraud.police.uk or call 0300 

123 2040.  

 

Quad bike thefts 

Police have received an increased 

number of reports of Quad Bikes have 

been stolen. This has happened mostly 

in the Basingstoke and Andover rural 

areas. Police have increased patrols in 

these areas and over the last week we 

have come across a number of vehicles 

which have raised our suspicions in the 

laverstoke area, as well as one on a 

byway off of the A339 which was being 

patrolled on foot at the time. 

The number of reports that social 

distancing is not being adhered to is 

increasing. Police urge the restrictions 

to be taken seriously by all during these 

unpresidented times. 

 

There are a number of communication 
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Spring Pond blossom 

We thought you would enjoy some pictures 

of Spring Pond arboretum in blossom. 

Many thanks to Carolyn and Julian 

Sheffield for letting us take some photos. 

 

 

 

Covid-19 Council tax 
support  

Council tax re-billing - residents should 

have been receiving new council tax bills 

during this week, following the decision to 

provide all households in the borough with 

a council tax payment holiday in April and 

May 2020.  

tools that the police use that you may 

find useful: 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publication

s/full-guidance-on-staying-at-home-and-

away-from-others/full-guidance-on-staying-

at-home-and-away-from-others 

  

Andrew.jones.13301@hampshire.pnn.police

.uk 

  

https://www.gov.uk/your-rights-after-crime 

  

https://www.victimsupport.org.uk/ 

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publication

s/the-code-of-practice-for-victims-of-crime 

 

https://www.hampshire-

pcc.gov.uk/commissioner/partnership-

working/restorative-justice 

  

https://www.hampshire.police.uk/about-

us/publications-and-documents/crime-

information-pack/ 

  

https://twitter.com/BstokeRuralCops?lang=e

n-gb 

 

Stay Safe 
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As a result of the changes, no instalments, 

which includes direct debits, will be taken 

in April and May 2020. Payments will 

resume in June 2020 and council tax bills 

will be payable over 10 instalments to 

March 2021. 

  

If residents still want to make their 

payments in line with their previous 

instalment plan, they can still do this but 

will need to make a manual payment. This 

can be done by visiting this webpage or by 

calling 01256 844844. 

  

Where residents have signed up for e-

billing, council tax bills have been sent 

electronically and they have included 

various support links useful at the current 

time. 

  

If you have any queries on council tax, 

please go to B&D's dedicated council 

tax webpage or call the council contact 

centre on 01256 844844. 

 

Kingfisher still active 

As you can imagine, things have 

changed considerably for us during the 

last month. We have had to temporarily 

shut the day centre and move our efforts 

towards more imaginative support for 

our members. We continue to provide 

hot meals for those in greatest need, 

collect and deliver medication and food, 

and supply activities for members to do 

at home, we have even provided some 

wool to ensure one of our avid knitters 

has something to do while she isolates 

at home on her own. We are regularly in 

touch by phone and also write letters 

and cards to cheer people up, but it’s 

just not the same as meeting and 

socialising in our Centre. We can’t wait 

to get everyone under the same roof 

again and will open as soon as we get 

the nod from Government.  

https://laverstokeandfreefolk.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5a0892f2a31c40d24107d5617&id=49e913f123&e=c5df0c4ed7
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Safeguarding 

At this most challenging of times, it is more 

important than ever that people look out for 

one another. Many victims of abuse are not 

able to speak up for themselves, they need 

someone else to speak for them. If you 

know someone is, or might be, at risk of 

harm, you can help by acting now.    

These are the key numbers to call: 

- For a child or young person, 

call Children’s Services on 0300 555 1384 

- For an adult, call Adults’ Health and 

Care on 0300 555 1386 

In an emergency, contact the police by 

dialling 999. 

 

There is more info on how to report  on the 

Hampshire County Council Site here. 

 

Archer's 2.6 Challenge 

On 2nd May, 11 archers took part in 

their own 2.6 challenge; to shoot 2,600 

points each. The event was held on 

Zoom, with each archer shooting at 

home, safely in garages and gardens, 

on adjusted target faces at distances 

between 7-10m.  It was even streamed 

live on youtube! 

 

Shooting this many arrows in a short 

space of time is tiring – each archer 

could expect to pull the equivalent of 

about 5 tons in weight. The target was 

set, and the competition was to see who 

could reach the target in the least 

number of arrows. The challenge was in 

support of our chosen charity this year - 

Stepping Stone Down Syndrome Support 

Group  who provide help to families of 

children and young people with down 

syndrome. 

 

Amazingly, three archers completed the 

goal after 278 arrows, and were then 

pipped to the winning spot (as usual), by 

Richard Buckner who managed the 
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St Mary's & St Nicholas 

May would normally see the start of our 

holding services in the little white church of 

St Nicholas’ but we shall of course have to 

hold off for the time being. However, the 

garden at St Nicholas’ and the little field 

behind St Mary’s are lovely places to sit 

(and perhaps pray, or meditate) . Please 

feel free to wander in. A church was 

recorded in the Domesday Book on the site 

where St Nicholas’ now stands, so you will 

be joining a long list of worshippers. 

  

Rev. James, and helpers, have now 

embraced the virtual world and a service 

can be heard every Sunday on the St 

Marys website. You will also find there a 

Monday Bulletin, a midweek thought for the 

day and a link to The Test magazine. You 

could even join the Zoom coffee and chat 

at 11am on a Sunday! James’ contact 

details are also there and he has reiterated 

that he is always available to speak to any 

one on any matter. 

  

If the internet is not your ‘thing’, the Church 

of England has set up a free ‘phone line 

target in 272 arrows.  A special mention 

goes to Eric, who recently celebrated his 

81st birthday and shot a total of 459 

arrows, and to Dave who show 540 

arrows using his horsebow. 

There is still time to donate to help 

Stepping Stones at this difficult time: . 

 

Top tips for teens in 
lockdown 

Suddenly being at home all the time 

after being at school or college and 

meeting up with friends and family can 

be hard for teenagers. Hampshire 

County Council has compiled ten tips to 

help young people make the most of 

their time at home.  From volunteering, 

to getting creative, see here: Ten Tips for 

Hanging Indoors. 
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called Daily Hope. It offers music, prayers 

and reflections, as well as full worship 

services from the Church of England. It is 

available 24 hours a day on 0800 804. 

  

In his latest Bulletin James asked some 

searching questions. I would welcome your 

feedback. on them: (Whilst they were 

aimed at regular Churchgoers, we would 

particularly like to hear from people who 

feel the Church is no longer relevant to 

them and what might be done to change 

that view.) 

  

•    What do I value most about the 

fellowship I share with my fellow believers? 

•    What have I most missed about being 

able to meet together in Church? 

•    What have I not missed at all about our 

Sunday services and why? 

•    What must we try harder to do when we 

come back together and why? 

•    What customs and practices (however 

long established) might it now be right to 

drop? 

•    What new things should now be 

introduced and why? 

 

Best wishes 

Charlie at cseligman@savills.com or 07967 

555624 or 01256 892347. 

 

  

  



 

   

PC Meetings 
Next meeting dates: 

 

12 May (online) 

09 Jun 

14 Jul  

 

Laverstoke and Freefolk 

PC meetings start at 

7.30pm with up to 15 mins 

public time. Anyone is 

welcome to attend to ask 

questions, make 

suggestions or air views 

on local issues during the 

public time. Time will be 

split equally between the 

number of people wishing 

to speak. After public time 

parishioners are unable to 

interrupt the Council 

meeting. Currently 

meetings are held online. 

Contact 

laverstokeclerk@gmail.co

m if you would like to join 

the meeting. Note: no 

mtg. is held in Aug. 

 

 

L&F Calling 
Tree contacts 

 

Continued... 
Our Local Day Care Centre: 

Kingfisher Day Care Centre for 

Elderly or 

kingfisherdaycentre@gmail.co

m 

 

Millennium Green: 

landfreefolkmillenniumgreen 

 

To Report problem with 

roads, footpaths & verge 

Hantsweb 

To report trees on roads: 

0300 555 1388 

 

 

Contacts  

L'stoke and Freefolk Facebook  

laverstokeandfreefolk.org.uk 

Nicky Nicklin, Parish Clerk: 

Tel. 07725 368012 email:  
laverstokeclerk@gmail.com 
Bob Hough, PC Chairman: 

Tel. 07990 570035 email: 
laverstokeclerk@gmail.com 
Newsletter:  

laverstokeclerk@gmail.com 
Lady Rose Hall: 

www.ladyrosehall.co.uk 

  

Bombay Sapphire Resident's 

Help Line: 01256 890078 

(Also use to alert BS security 

you are collecting Defibrillator). 

 

Our neighbouring web-sites: 

The Official Whitchurch web site 

The Original Whitchurch web site 

Overton Parish Council web site 

Our Local Sports Clubs 

Whitchurch Tennis Club 

Overton Black Arrows Archery 

Club 

Overton Rugby Club 

Copyright © Laverstoke and 

Freefolk Parish Council 2020 

laverstokeclerk@gmail.com 
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