
  

Newsletter July 2020 
With a big focus on the river and our pond this month, we seem to have created a 

chalkstream edition of the newsletter. Some quick pond dipping has found that we have 

more invertebrate life than we were anticipating in the old watercress bed. And we've 

opportunities for you to get involved with pond dipping and wild flower surveys. Read on 

for details. 

 

The 4th July marks the re-opening of the pub and hopefully another step closer to the 

return of normality. But it's not only a good news day for adults as we're expecting the 

playground to be usable then too. 

 

Due to a casual vacancy, the Parish Council is looking for a new seventh member. Could 

this be you? 

 

Some late news, although it has been reported previously, the pollarded chestnut tree in 

the playground by the benches - the one that looks like it's had an electric shock - will be 

felled sometime over the next couple of months. 

  

And finally, big congratulations to Rosy Hardy, whom we heard on the grapevine is being 

made a vice president of the Royal Horticultural Society at the end of July!  

 

You can find a link to the monthly Overton News&Views here, a few days after the start of 

the new month. 

  

http://overtonparishcouncil.gov.uk/parish-council/overton-news-views/


 

Casual Vacancy on PC   

  

Would you like to get more involved in 

how your local parish works? Laverstoke 

and Freefolk Parish Council have a 

vacancy for a seventh member. 

 

This could be your opportunity to get 

involved in improving your local area. You 

don’t need any particular skill other than 

enthusiasm and a can do attitude. You do 

need to attend monthly PC meetings (on 

the second Tuesday of the month) 

normally at Lady Rose Hall from 19.30 – 

21.30 but currently online. The position is 

open to anyone who is a British subject 

over 18 years of age, an elector, resident 

within the parish or within 3 miles of it or 

having their principal or only place of 

work in the parish. They also must not be 

disqualified from holding office as a 

Councillor. 

 

If you are interested and would like to 

speak to a Councillor about what it 

entails, please contact Bob Hough on 

07990 570035 or Jo Probut on 01256 

893175 or parish clerk Nicky Nicklin 

(laverstokeclerk@gmail.com, 07725 

368012.) 

 

A formal notice of vacancy has also been 

posted on the Parish website and B&D 

website. If by 20th July a request for 

election to fill the vacancy is made in 

writing to Returning Officer, Basingstoke 

& Deane Borough council, Civic offices, 

 

Pond to get a natural 
makeover 

Great news! As part of the first round 

of Watercress & Winterbournes 

projects, the Millennium Green Pond in 

Laverstoke is going to have a bit of a 

makeover to make it a little more 

accessible and to remove invasive non-

native species (INNS) of plants. 

Specifically, the objectives of our pond 

project are to:  

• Make it easier for local people to 

access the pond. 

• Give local people and visitors a 

wonderful experience connecting 

with nature and heritage. 

• Give local people the opportunity 

to take part in wildlife activities eg: 

pond dipping, bat watching, 

dragonfly watching etc. 

• Educate us on how to remove 

aquatic floral INNS 

• Provide a management plan for 

the chalkstream (fed by the 

pond).  

Access will be improved over the existing 

boggy path by laying down a new path 

and boardwalk. A wooden viewing 

platform will be built, allowing an intimate 

connection with the pond. Benches will be 

placed near the platform allowing visitors 

to linger and enjoy being close to nature, 

http://www.laverstokeandfreefolk.org.uk/


London Road, Basingtsoke by 10 electors 

for the Parish, an election will be held to 

fill the vacancy; otherwise the vacancy 

will be filled by the PC by co-option.  

 

Poop on house path 

One of the good things about lockdown 

has been the children playing outside 

more. However, it is not so great when 

they are treading in dog muck that's been 

deposited on their front paths. 

 

I think most of us are pretty good at 

keeping an eye on our pooches. I 

regularly see people practising their 

'downward dog yoga moves'! BUT we 

urge you to please continue to be vigilant 

everywhere and especially when walking 

in close proximity to people's front 

gardens. 

Thank you.  

or for supervision of children. Over time, it 

is hoped there will be a mown path 

created through the longer vegetation 

bordering the pond, to allow a longer 

walk. 

  

A programme of INNS removal will take 

place. It is hoped that the old stile that 

bounded Batts meadow will be replaced 

with a field gate and maybe even that the 

path next to the pond could be moved to 

border the chalkstream. 

 

In the first year a stream habitat 

management plan will be produced to 

help meet conservation objectives. All 

works will be carried out avoiding the bird 

nesting season and will be undertaken by 

volunteers, supported by project staff. So 

for those of you that love outdoor projects 

and nature this will be a fantastic project 

to to get involved! 

 

One of the first things to happen is a plant 

and wildflower survey of the small 

meadow running between the archery 

field and the pond. We hope to do this in 

the next couple of weeks. Let Nicky 

Nicklin on laverstokeclerk@gmail.com or 

07725 368012 know if you would like to 

join in and learn about our plants. 

 

For any questions on the pond project 

contact Phil Nicklin on 

pnic@hotmail.co.uk or 07741 004666 . 



 

Annual Test weed 
cutting  

We are entering the busy period of 

river management called the weed 

cut.  

During the Spring and Summer the 

natural weed in chalk streams grows well 

from all the nutrients in the water (a bit 

like fertiliser in a garden). Left unchecked, 

this can quickly change the flow of water 

in a stream potentially causing flooding 

issues. It can also stop people from being 

able to fish. Leaving this underwater 

weed unchecked, or letting cut bankside 

vegetation fall into the stream, are 

offences under the Water Resources Act 

1991. 

The Environment Agency works with the 

Test and Itchen Association to set weed 

cutting dates each year. Other streams 

have their own organisations that work 

with the EA who monitors the flow and 

temperature of streams carefully and 

could postpone the weed cut if 

necessary. 

The weed in the stream is cleared 

according to this set weed cut diary. Each 

section of river has roughly a one week 

window of opportunity to have a cut. This 

is often using traditional methods like 

cutting by hand or with special light metal 

scythes which are used in the stream. 

The cut weed floats downstream to a 

specific collection point and is 

 

4th July pub re-open! 

We're planning to re-open on the 4th of 

July! This will be in line with the 

government guidance, therefore, we felt it 

important to tell you about some of the 

changes we have made. Ensuring the 

safety of staff and guests is our top focus 

so we want to ensure that you feel 

comfortable with the measures we are 

taking.  

 

We’ve looked at all areas of the business 

from redecorating to creating a one-way 

system. We have also extended our 

dining area, not only to include the sun 

terrace (perfect in this weather) but we 

have added an all-weather marquee so 

you have a covered choice to dine in or 

outside the Pub. Click here for more 

details on the steps we have taken.  

Don’t forget to follow us on our social 

channels to find out the latest -

 Facebook or Instagram. 

https://www.watershipdowninn.com/health-and-well-being
https://www.facebook.com/Watershipdowninn/
https://www.instagram.com/watershipdowninn/


collected  at the end of the week, over the 

weekend. This is called “clearing off”. 

This work is carried out by land 

managers, fishing clubs and riparian 

owners (people who own a river bank). 

They all communicate with their 

neighbours so that everything runs 

smoothly. Everyone is encouraged to cut 

sensitively and responsibly as many 

invertebrates live on the weed itself, 

attached but hidden in the leaves. The 

weed gives fish protection from predators 

like otter, heron and cormorant so it is 

essential that any cutting takes the 

balance of wildlife into consideration. The 

cut lasts until the end of August.  

How do you know it is happening?  

Look into a chalk stream and if you see 

small clumps of weed floating by, you 

know it’s the time of the weed cut. 

Dates: 

River Test source to A34 bridge near 

Whitchurch 

Cutting:Tues 9 Jun – Thu 18 Jun. 

Clearing Off: Fri 19 Jun – Sat 20 Jun 

Cutting:Tue 14 Jul – Mon 20 Jul. Clearing 

Off:Tue 21 Jul – Wed 22 Jul 

Cutting:Tue 18 Aug – Mon 24 Aug. 

Clearing Off: Tue 25 Aug – Wed 26 Aug 

 

Pond dipping critters 

A quick survey of the Millennium 

Green pond last weekend has revealed 

 

Doubles play allowed 

It’s been lovely over the last month to see 

the numbers of people playing at the 

Club, including lots of new members.  As 

the Government has eased restrictions, 

tennis is one of the sports allowed 

because it’s outside and social distancing 

is possible.   

 

We’ve been able to open up both courts, 

bookable online via 

www.whitchurchtennisclub.org.uk .  Now 

it is possible to play doubles with others 

who are not part of your household as 

long as social distancing is maintained 

and the club guidelines followed, making 

it feasible for everyone to get a game.  In 

addition, Sue Knight is co-ordinating 

arranged singles or doubles for members 

on a Tuesday or Thursday evening. 

 

There is never a better time to join with a 

50% discount on all memberships 

including social membership up until 

31/3/2021 and, great weather providing 



a lot more invertebrate life than we 

were expecting....  A selection is shown 

below. From top: flatworm, mating 

freshwater shrimp, caddis fly larvae 

encased in sticks and stones, water hog-

louse, beetle, snail and a gutter! Samples 

were taken from the middle and side of 

the pool and also from around the spring. 

As you might expect, the latter showed 

most diversity. 

 

We'd like to do some more sampling and 

identification and consider whether to 

remove some or all of the silt. If you'd like 

to come and do some dipping please let 

Nicky know on 

laverstokeclerk@gmail.com 

 

 

lots of opportunity to play.  Membership 

forms can be found on 

our website and Facebook page.  Another 

benefit of membership is you have a 

greater chance of getting Wimbledon 

tickets.  Members have to sign up to 

British Tennis (which is free) and opt in 

each year to be entered into the club 

ballot. 

 

Even with no Wimbledon this year, there 

is lots of tennis coverage on the BBC as 

well as online.  Follow our Facebook 

page for links to more tennis content as 

well as keeping up to date with club 

news. 

 

We will continue to work within the 

Government restrictions and hope to see 

you on court soon. 

 

The tennis club are currently looking into 

the feasibility of extending their tennis 

playing hours by installing lighting at the 

courts.  

 

For more information about the club, 

please visit our website, follow us 

on Facebook or contact us via Wendy 

Helsby, 

secretary@whitchurchtennisclub.org.uk 

http://www.whitchurchtennisclub.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/Whitchurch-Tennis-Club-155235541279178/
http://www.whitchurchtennisclub.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/Whitchurch-Tennis-Club-155235541279178/


 

 

 

 

 

Stepping Stones 
archers' charity shoot  

With life starting to return to the new 

normal the Black Arrows archers were 

very keen to get back to shooting and to 

raise money for their chosen charity – 

Stepping tones Downs Syndrome 

Support. Originally they were supposed to 

be holding an all day event and social for 

members, however Covid-19 put paid to 

those plans. Not to be put off, the 

committee arranged an event that could 

be held whilst observing all social 

distancing rules - this became the 252 

challenge. 

 

The 252-challenge was held on Saturday 

20th June at the Laverstoke range in 

lovely sunshine. There wasn’t the usual 

social but there was lots of fun and a 

brilliant turn out, all of which was pre 

booked in advance. This meant that there 

were never too many people shooting at 

any one time, meaning everyone could 



 

 

stay safe. Chairman Steve Allam said 

“We are fortunate to have a large outdoor 

range where we can arrange scheduled 

shooting at an appropriate social 

distance”.  

A 252 challenge is where archers shoot 

36 arrows on a 122cm face at imperial 

distances of 20, 30, 40, 50, 60, 80 and 

100 yards, with the hope of scoring at 

least 252 points. Part of this challenge 

was to have at least 3 archers achieve a 

252 pass at each of the 7 imperial 

distances. The reason being that this 

would add up to 21, 21 being an 

extremely significant number in down 

syndrome. It is duplication of the 21st 

chromosome that causes DS. In total we 

had 51 (252) rounds shot that scored 

above 252 points of that 22 were new 

archer records, so this was a hugely 

successful day. The club also raised over 

a £1000 with this event, there is still time 

to increase that total 

at uk.virginmoneygiving.com/OvBA  

 

 Overton Black Arrows is based in 

Laverstoke and was founded in 1962, 

they shoot both target and field archery at 

their range in Laverstoke and in the hills 

above Kingsclere.  The club currently has 

83 members aged between 9 and 80 

years old.  More information can be found 

on our website 

 

Stepping Stones DS supports children 

and young people with Down Syndrome 

in North Hampshire, South East Berkshire 

and West Surrey. The group provides a 

wide range of support, activities and 

services for members and their families. 

All of these are designed to build 

confidence and support our members in 

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/OvBA
http://www.overtonblackarrows.org/


reaching their potential. More information 

can be found on their website.  

  

 

  

PC Meetings 

Next meeting dates: 

 

14 Jul (online) 

08 Sep 

13 Oct 

10 Nov 

 

Laverstoke and Freefolk 

PC meetings start at 

7.30pm with up to 15 mins 

public time. Anyone is 

welcome to attend to ask 

questions, make 

suggestions or air views 

on local issues during the 

public time. Time will be 

split equally between the 

number of people wishing 

to speak. After public time 

parishioners are unable to 

interrupt the Council 

meeting. Currently 

meetings are held online. 

Contact 

laverstokeclerk@gmail.co

m if you would like to join 

the meeting. Note: no 

meeting is held in 

 

L&F Calling 
Tree contacts 

 

Contacts 

Our Local Day Care Centre: 

Kingfisher Day Care Centre for 

Elderly or 

kingfisherdaycentre@gmail.co

m 

 

Millennium Green: 

landfreefolkmillenniumgreen 

 

To Report problem with 

 

Contacts 

L'stoke and Freefolk 

Facebook  

laverstokeandfreefolk.org.uk 

Nicky Nicklin, Parish Clerk: 

Tel. 07725 368012 email:  
laverstokeclerk@gmail.com 
Bob Hough, PC Chairman: 

Tel. 07990 570035 email: 
laverstokeclerk@gmail.com 

Newsletter: 

laverstokeclerk@gmail.com 

Lady Rose Hall: 

www.ladyrosehall.co.uk 

  

Bombay Sapphire Resident's 

Help Line: 01256 890078 

(Also use to alert BS security 

you are 

collecting Defibrillator). 

 

Our neighbouring web-sites: 

The Official Whitchurch web 

site 

The Original Whitchurch web 

site 

Overton Parish Council web 

site 

Our Local Sports Clubs 

http://www.steppingstonesds.co.uk/
http://www.kingfisherdaycentre.org/community/the-kingfisher-day-centre-12842/about-us
http://www.kingfisherdaycentre.org/community/the-kingfisher-day-centre-12842/about-us
http://laverstokeandfreefolkmillenniumgreen.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/128113000596294/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/128113000596294/
http://www.laverstokeandfreefolk.org.uk/
mailto:clerk.laverstoke@parish.hants.gov.uk
mailto:clerk.laverstoke@parish.hants.gov.uk
mailto:clerk.laverstoke@parish.hants.gov.uk
http://www.ladyrosehall.co.uk/
http://laverstokeandfreefolk.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5a0892f2a31c40d24107d5617&id=664ece71e1&e=c5df0c4ed7
http://laverstokeandfreefolk.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5a0892f2a31c40d24107d5617&id=664ece71e1&e=c5df0c4ed7
http://laverstokeandfreefolk.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5a0892f2a31c40d24107d5617&id=3a3823d288&e=c5df0c4ed7
http://laverstokeandfreefolk.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5a0892f2a31c40d24107d5617&id=3a3823d288&e=c5df0c4ed7
http://www.overtonparishcouncil.gov.uk/
http://www.overtonparishcouncil.gov.uk/


August. 

 

roads, footpaths & verge 

Hantsweb 

To report trees on roads: 

0300 555 1388 

 

Whitchurch Tennis Club 

Overton Black Arrows Archery 

Club 

Overton Rugby Club 
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https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/roadmaintenance/roadproblems
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