Newsletter April 2020
Well what a difference a month makes in our L&F lives! I guess we should count our
blessings we have a lovely area in which to walk at this time. We plan to keep cheery in
this newsletter but do have a few resources to talk about.

The PC is planning to use web technology in case there are emergency items it needs to
discuss in April. If the PC meeting goes ahead it will be on Tues 14th April at 7.30pm. Just
let us know if you would like to attend and we'll send you a webinar link. Contact
laverstokeclerk@gmail.com.
We hear through social channels that Bombay Sapphire are now using their distilling
expertise to make much needed hand sanitiser and we wish them luck in their endeavour.

And we can't miss an opportunity to thank all of you working in the NHS, and other vital
services that remain in place, to help keep us safe. Keep on clapping everyone.

You can find a link to the monthly Overton News&Views here, a few days after the start of
the new month.

Watercress &
Winterbournes success!
We have had some fantastic news about
our application for Watercress &
Winterbournes funding and hopefully this
little news snippet will make you smile

We are absolutely thrilled to confirm that
we have secured Heritage Lottery
funding for the five-year delivery phase
of the project. We are really excited
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in case they need help during this

National Lottery for making this happen.

unprecedented time. Just call any
number on the list. The person answering

This good news reflects the dedication

will circulate the request to an even larger

and hard work that our 7 community

group of volunteers via WhatsApp. We've

groups (including the Upper Test group),

seen a fair few requests already. Please

partners and colleagues have put into
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the Scheme. Thank you everyone who
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chalk streams. We are looking forward to
delivering a wide range of activities with

The other communication tool that is

local people who worked tirelessly to

proving its worth at the moment is our

help shape the direction of the projects.

Laverstoke and Freefolk Facebook group. If
you live in L&F, request access if you

The award is for £1.9m over 5 years. It is

aren't currently a group member. An

a difficult and frustrating time to be sure,

admin will approve your request. Thank

but we have much to be getting on with

you to Kerry for posting about, and
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chickens.... We are a very resourceful
village.

Stay safe. Best wishes, Maggie
Shelton, Community Catchments Officer.

Temporary 76 bus
timetable
Church services go
virtual

There's a temporary timetable currently in

Regrettably, but in line with guidance

76 that runs between them! The new

from the Archbishops of Canterbury &

timetable applies from Monday 30th

York, our Churches are locked for the

March. Full details are on the Stagecoach

time being & there can be no

website: www.stagecoachbus.com

operation for Stagecoach bus services in
Andover and Basingstoke, including our

services. However, every cloud has a
silver lining & ours is that our Vicar –
James Russell – has discovered Skype,

For the 76 it is a basic hourly service like a

Facebook & other IT skills!

Sunday but with some additional early and

The team at St Mary’s, Overton are

late journeys added.

uploading virtual services, thoughts for
the day and a weekly bulletin. Please
visit www.stmarysoverton.org.uk to see &
hear the latest entries.

The Archbishops called us to light a
candle at 7pm on Sunday March 22nd &
offer prayers. It has since been
suggested people might like to continue

prayer group. You might be interested to

Garden waste collection
suspended

see this prayer, which was first published

As with companies up and down the

in 1549:

country, following the outbreak of

doing this every evening & form a virtual

coronavirus (COVID-19), Basingstoke and
O almighty God, who in thy wrath didst

Deane's waste contractor Serco has been

send a plague upon thine own people in

facing staffing issues. Serco has been

the wilderness for their obstinate

working hard to continue to collect bins but

rebellion against Moses and Aaron and

in order to protect our waste, recycling and

also, in the time of King David, didst slay

clinical waste collections, we have had to

with the plague of pestilence threescore

make the decision to suspend non-

and ten thousand and yet remembering

essential services.

thy mercy didst save the rest: Have pity
upon us miserable sinners, who now are

Garden waste collections have now been

visited with great sickness and mortality;

temporarily suspended from 24th March

that like as thou didst then accept of an

onwards to protect rubbish, clinical waste

atonement and didst command the

and recycling collections.

destroying Angel to cease from
punishing, so it may now please thee to

Meanwhile residents can help keep

withdraw from us this plague and

themselves and the council’s bin crews

grievous sickness; through Jesus Christ

safe by washing their hands before and

our Lord. Amen.

after putting their bins out and collecting
them. They should also wipe bin handles

Our Diocese is also hosting virtual

where possible. The bin crews do wear

services & these, together with lots of

gloves as part of their standard equipment

other resources & good news stories,

but touch many bins every day, these

can be found at

actions will reduce the risk of spreading

www.winchester.anglican.org There will be

the virus.

a service this Palm Sunday & of course
on Easter Sunday.

James has invited anyone who would
like to speak to him to contact him at
revjames.overton@gmail.com on 01256
589614 or 07599 217886

Charlie Seligman would also be very
happy to be contacted at
cseligman@savills.com, or on 01256
892347 or 07967 555624, particularly
with any prayer requests.

Pub doors temporarily
shut
Dear Friends
It is with a heavy heart that we have
decided to temporarily close the pub
including the Dine at Home takeaway to

Happy Easter & rest assured the egg
hunt is only temporarily postponed!

protect our staff and customers. We will
keep in touch via our social channels
(Facebook or Instagram)/email and our
website so please do follow us.
We would like to thank you for all your
support and we look forward to welcoming
you back soon.
Best wishes and stay safe
The Watership Down Inn Team

Honey fungus tree

You may have noticed that the pollarded
chestnut tree in the playground opposite
the pavilion has been looking pretty
poorly, laid low by honey fungus.
Permission has come through from the
B&D tree officer a few days ago, for
felling within a couple of years. A
replacement tree will be replanted but it
is likely to be in a different location.

No shooting here!
There will be no shooting at the range
until government restrictions are
lifted. As a club, we have a lot planned
for 2020; including our 50th anniversary
shoot at our field course in Kingsclere in
July, a beginners course starting in June,
and our second annual charity event
"Race the Sun", planned for the 20th
June. Clearly, we can only run events
once normality has returned and it is safe
to do so. We will be sad if we have to
postpone the Race the Sun event, where
we aim to shoot the same distance as the
sun moves across our latitude on that day
(307km). Sad for not being able to shoot

Green light for tennis
practice wall

it, but sadder for the charity we are
supporting this year, as they will need the
funds more than ever. If you would like to

Great news for those of you looking

donate, then please go

forward to practising your tennis -

to https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/OvBA. t

Basingstoke and Deane planners have

o donate to the Stepping Stones DS, to

approved the completion of the practice

help them support Down Syndrome

wall to the LTA standard height of

children and their families.

2.75m. The fencing to the Millennium
Green field side will also extends to
2.75m high for the first 3m and then drop
to 1.25m along the remaining field edge.

Test magazine pick up

If you subscribe to The Test, you can pick
up your copy of the April edition from the
box outside the Overton Co-op from
Tuesday 31st. Non-subscribers can buy a
copy, as usual, from the stand inside the
shop.

Sunshine and
sunsets at Bere Mill
The Bere Mill area of our parish has
been looking beautiful in the glorious
spring weather and the sunsets over
the fields have been fabulous.

From May and until the current restrictions
on movement are lifted, The Test will not
be printed but an online version will be
available on the Overton church website
(www.stmarysoverton.org.uk)
Warm thanks to the Overton Co-op for
enabling us to get the April magazine out
to our readers in this way. We would not
have been able to deliver it safely without
their help.
Thanks, Brenda Bond

Lady Rose Hall
Class contacts

The hall is currently closed

Contacts

PC Meetings

but of course we aim to

Next meeting dates:

get back to normality as

L'stoke and Freefolk Facebook

soon as is feasible.

laverstokeandfreefolk.org.uk
Nicky Nicklin, Parish Clerk:

14 Apr tbc
12 May tbc

Watership Down Nursery:

09 Jun tbc

Day nursery offering full

14 Jul tbc

child care services
Contact Will & Lucy Jones

Laverstoke and
Freefolk PC meetings

on 01256 895504 or

Tel. 07725 368012 email:
laverstokeclerk@gmail.com
Bob Hough, PC Chairman: Tel.
07990 570035 email:
laverstokeclerk@gmail.com
Newsletter:

contact@watershipdownnursery.
co.uk

start at 7.30pm with up

laverstokeclerk@gmail.com
Lady Rose Hall:

to 15 mins public time.

To join BootCamp or Yoga

Anyone is welcome to

contact:

attend to ask

Liam on 07879845037 or

Help Line: 01256 890078

questions, make

liam@complete-

(Also use to alert BS security

suggestions or air

performance.co.uk

you are collecting Defibrillator).

during the public time.

To book the hall for your

Our neighbouring web-sites:

Time will be split

party or events see

equally between the

www.ladyrosehall.co.uk or

Overton Parish Council web site

number of people

email

Our Local Sports Clubs

wishing to speak. After

laverstokeclerk@gmail.com

Whitchurch Tennis Club

www.ladyrosehall.co.uk

Bombay Sapphire Resident's

views on local issues

Club

parishioners are

Overton Rugby Club

welcome to stay on but
they are unable to
interrupt the Council
meeting. Venue: Lady
Rose Hall, Laverstoke
Lane. Note: no

August.

The Original Whitchurch web site

Overton Black Arrows Archery

public time

meeting is held in

The Official Whitchurch web site

Continued...
Our Local Day Care Centre:
Kingfisher Day Care Centre for
Elderly or
kingfisherdaycentre@gmail.com

Millennium Green:
landfreefolkmillenniumgreen

To Report problem with
roads, footpaths & verge

Hantsweb
To report trees on roads:

0300 555 1388
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