

Laverstoke and Freefolk Parish Council 10th Nov 2015 Meeting Minutes


Public Time
a) Rob Hardy from Hardy’s Cottage plants attended. It was announced by the RHS today that Rosie has been asked to manage the Brewin Dolphin garden at Chelsea 2016. This is the first time she has been involved in one of the 16 main gardens (20 x 10m2). No one has ever run both an internal and external garden before. The theme is Freefolk Forever, featuring a chalk stream flowing from source to fast flowing to drying out, and as such has a strong environmental focus. 70% of water for S of UK comes from aquifers and stream health is crucial. Bank note production started here at Bere Mill in the 1760s at the same time that Brewin Dolphin started up. There’ll be lots of publicity and filming at Hardy’s with the main Press launch in Jan. Action: Include an article in Newsletter, taking info from Hardy’s web site. 
b) The 3 drains in Priory Lane have been cleared in late Oct. However a resident would like wire mesh put under the drain to stop mud entering. Also they have uncovered that Highways have legal obligation to put right  private nuisance caused by flooding Action: clerk to review with resident and feedback to Steve Goodall
c) Flower beds around LRH were raised Action: decide on future of flower bed to side of ramp.
	
1. Apologies for Absence: Bob Hough, Charlie Seligman, Nixie Graham
In attendance: Clare Albert, David Ellis, Jim Marsh

2. Resignation of Nicola Graham. 2 Councillor vacancies now exist, included in last newsletter. One resident asked at meeting if they can be considered. Action: gather interest and make decisions at next PC meeting. 
3. Signed and approved minutes from meeting of the 13th Oct 2015 
4. Bombay Sapphire update: 
Parking edge stones may be available from BS for PC use in the future once they’ve sorted out their own needs. The PCs newsletter BS 1 year anniversary comments had been very positively received by BS team members. Regarding piggybacking off BS broadband they have investigated and they are not allowed to sublet as they would then become a provider in their own right. They pay £12k pa for their dedicated line. However their IT manager has investigated and found out that only a limited number of people in the villages have registered officially to say they want superfast broadband.  However the PC has previously run a “petition” list of their own and sent it to BT which had over 50 names on it. 
BS made a special request for contractor parking overnight on Thursday 12th Nov, outside of negotiated contract, due to late booking confirmation. Action: Nik to email Clare requirement on Wed and PC to consider request.
The visitor centre has been busy developing new cocktails and promotional videos. Lack of signage from Whitchurch direction is causing cars to turn unnecessarily into Laverstoke Lane in the search for the entrance. Action: BS to propose Bus shelter signage to PC. Litter has been cleared from the car park. The fencing is ongoing! 
5. BT Broadband A senior project manager responsible for UK contracts has replied to Clare that they have people working in Whitchurch to complete duct work to Cab 7 in Freefolk. The copper then will go in and we’re now waiting to hear whether that means that we’ll automatically get fibre.  S106/CIL money may be available from the Home Farm development that could possibly be used towards superfast enablement.
6. Car Park at Freefolk Provision planning needs to take place via a finance committee before this can be considered further Action: finance committee meeting to be arranged, chaired by David Ellis
7. Maintenance including Village Clear Up
1. Footpaths – 501 beside Marsden Court & path around field have been cleared by Countryside Access team. They’ll be following up with BS re car park fencing as it’s causing an obstruction to the right of way.
2. Gary Boom has agreed to repair the paving slabs at the drinking fountain/memorial at Freefolk and the work is taking place next week 
3. The under LRH side door has been re-quoted  by Andy bond for wood rather than brick. Action:  Get 2 more comparative quotes 
4. Far end toilet and ref room doors have been opened and locks replaced in the under LRH area facing the archery field. Repair of doors, painting of windows and glass replacement to take place next week.   
5. Successful 17th Oct Village clear up saw archery hedges being clipped all round, tennis courts weed killed and old garages taken down in Freefolk with a combined effort from Archers, tennis, millennium Green and residents
6. The new Millennium Green grass strip bordering the tennis courts seems to have been incorporated into the mowing by Kieron Beattie. However this didn’t include the bank from the Millennium Green to the disused tennis court. Action: Clerk to get bank strimming added into next year’s contract .
7. HCC Highways need to cost cut and have requested public consultation/feedback on where to cut: street light dimming (longer dimming /turn off between hours) vs reducing or stop grass cutting vs  decreasing number of times weeds treated. Action: Clerk to feedback that dimming should be encouraged & include in newsletter 
8. 2 very deep pot holes in Laverstoke Lane have appeared Action: clerk to report to HCC
7. Playground Update
Grants were discussed in particular Awards for all (contact Emily Preston) Applications in for Feb start to projects, Max £10k given. 
8. Traffic Speed
Spoke to Laura Harley (Brian Langer is no longer on Overton PC but still responsible for traffic) who relayed clerk to Tom Ridler. Waiting to hear back about borrowing their SID. Action: chase for response
Steve Goodall confirmed we can’t have any more speed signs than we have already. 
Piers Ambler said it was good idea to get Speedwatch program - need a minimum of c. 6 volunteers and need to purchase speed measuring equipment which he believes is currently c. £2500. Police may provide up to £1000 towards the device. He’ll also bring this to attention of Speed Enforcement trained Officers to see if they'll carry out some enforcement in the area. He’ll also try to pay this particular road a bit more attention too.

9. Community Site
i. Men’s Shed – Question of rent had come up at successful meeting on 19th October. PC agreed priority is safe & sensible rebuild rather than rent but the Mens Shed group need to come up with a proposal
ii. Usage of Lady Rose Hall – Draft Nursery licence has been sent to the nursery Action: Nicky to send to Philip. Bob & Jim to meet with nursery & get their feedback. Then do a revised version for next meeting for final sign off. 
iii. Resurfacing disused Court as Playing Surface – PC were awarded grant of £10, 311 (for 75% of cost). Could use for tennis too but any nets, goals etc. should be kept separate from grant money. Action: next meeting agree which contractor to go with (include consideration of best weed suppressant method). 
iv. Tennis Court – feedback to WTC  Action: clerk to liaise with residents who requested access.
10. [bookmark: _GoBack]Grant Applications – Millennium Green have applied for a grant but David Ellis and Clare Albert have conflict of interest and so vote cannot be taken. Jim cannot make 8th Dec PC meeting Action: Move date of next PC meeting to try and gain quorum of remaining Parish councillors available. 
11. Finance summary Oct 13th  - Nov 9th 2015
Balances on 09.11.15:   
1.	Parish Council Accounts		£11231.74
Paid In								£0		

Paid Out 
26.10.15	Raymond Brown Skip Hire				£238.80
09.11.15	Kieron Beattie	(Grounds maintenance)		£241.92
09.11.15	Clerk Salary/Newsletter (Oct)				£387.00	


2.	Community Site Account		£27199.23
Paid in 
26.10.15	G. Jennings					£180.00	
26.10.15	L Hough					£15.00
31.10.15	S Lee						£30.00


Paid Out 
05.11.15	EON							£26.61
05.11.15	EON							£30.28
09.11.15	Basingstoke Locksmiths				£118.08

It was requested that an income and expenditure statement be produced going forward instead of the above. Action: add to finance committee agenda	
12. Correspondence: 
HCC Draft walking strategy Action – put in newsletter
B&D Cycling strategy Action: put in newsletter
Precept Action email info to councillors and consider at finance committee
13. Planning: 
T/00415/15/TCA. 25 Laverstoke Lane, Laverstoke 1. Removal of Yew Hedge 2.5m x 7.5m. height 2.5m. 2. removal of Conifer approx. 5.5m spread & height 3. pollarding of willow, finished height to be 6-7 m with crown spread of 4-5m. 
The PC do not wish to comment. Action: check with borough tree officer the PC’s role in tree plans in the conservation area where trees are already effectively protected



Date of next full PC meeting: 15th Dec 2015 at 7.30pm at Lady Rose Hall

        Sign……………………………………………Date………………………….
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